
CLARK COUNTY ANIMAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 Paradise Community Center  
 4775 McLeod Drive, Town Board Conference Room 
 Las Vegas, Nevada 89121         
 July 21, 2011 
 6:30 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  BRAZIL, MELANIE L, DVM (MB) 
    CONNELL, MICHAEL (MC) 
    LAYNE, KAREN (KL) 

PENNEY, JANNICE (JP) 
COMBS, CLAYTON (CC) 

 
1. Call to order 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.   
  
2. Approval of agenda  
 
 A motion to approve the agenda was made and seconded. 
 
3. Approval of April 14, 2011 Minutes  
 
 A motion to approve the minutes was made and seconded. 
 
4. Public Comment - None  
 
5. Confidentiality requirements of SB 223 
 
KL - now cruelty complaints are public. This legislation makes it confidential. Section 1 was amended and 1(b) 
states ….who are authorized to make arrests….  There are a number of organizations, however, that do not have 
officers assigned to this purpose.  We need clarification as we transmit the information to animal control.  The 
other people who need to keep this information confidential are animal control officers. We have concerns about 
Section 1., 3.  Can agencies share information?  DAVE MARCH (DM) has requested assistance from the DA’s 
office in coming up with processes and clarification. There are a number of permutations when someone calls in 
multiple complaints; only one is cruelty and they also report a dog running loose or some other non-cruelty 
complaint.  Would this protect them from being discovered as well? This goes into effect in October so we have 
some lead-time.  KL asked if this applies to other humane groups as well?  DM  - you want to me to see if you 
can share the reporting person to us in a cruelty case?  KL correct, without being in violation.  DM will ask. 

 
KEITH WILLIAMS’ (KW) interpretation is that someone who can make arrests is obligated to keep it 
confidential.  We are not authorized to make arrests so I don’t see this as applying to us at all but I would like 
some clarification. 

 
6. Hoarding of Animals – Develop a More Comprehensive Approach  
 
KL would like to see this committee impact the number of animals going to local shelters.  By reducing 
impounds, we reduce euthanasia.  We get calls from a large number of people because of the economy who have 
to move or their situation has changed; people with large numbers of intact animals looking for help. They have 
to get rid of their animals or they need food.  My organization only helps people with food for sterilized 
animals. These people may have come in contact with AC before; they may have had all their animals taken 
away from them; they may have even been adjudicated and found guilty of having too many animals but 5 years 
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down the road, they have not received any assistance or counseling. Now they have another group of animals in 
their house to deal with.  We need to look at how to deal with these people.  We need a more comprehensive 
approach in terms of how the DA’s office prosecutes that case.  Talk to the judge and have them order the 
person not to own any more animals; be under supervision or get psychological counseling and involve mental 
health agencies.  Budgets are tight now and this is going to be hard to do but we should address the issue. The 
Animal Planet contacted me and told me there were 85 cats in Pahrump and if we took those cats, they would 
put us on national TV.  I can find 85 cats anywhere in this valley right now that we have to deal with.  They 
were going to receive professional counseling and a lot of people in Clark County probably need that same kind 
of assistance. 
 
DM – we only do on-going visits to issue a permit for a dangerous animal or another permit.  We are complaint 
driven.  I am sensitive to this issue as I have been in plenty of hoarding houses. My only concern is if we were 
to put a requirement in the code for mandatory counseling, most of these people don’t have the money to pay for 
it.  They already can’t take care of their situation.  KL asked if we have to put in the ordinance or if we can work 
with the DA and the Courts? A lot of times you can get mental health treatment based on your ability to pay.  It 
does take forever because it is so poorly funded but it is out there.  DM thinks it would be more effective if it 
were mandatory.  We would have more teeth if it were in the ordinance.  
 
MYRA GLASSMAN, M.D., (MG) wants to comment on this as a psychiatrist.  Most people in my field believe 
hoarding is a form of OCD.  Counseling is a good treatment but in many cases, they require medication as well. 
 There is probably a mechanism to get these people treatment through liaisoning with the mental health people at 
the state facility.  They have outpatient clinics that are amenable to outpatient commitment that is an involuntary 
commitment process so instead of having people put into the hospital; they are committed to outpatient 
treatment. It goes through the mental court health system. If you are trying to get something worked out, talk 
with the powers that be in the State Mental Health system about the requirements for outpatient commitment and 
talk with the Hearing Master in the Mental Health court.  I agree with DM in terms of people affording 
mandatory counseling.  You will have to work on defining at what point it is hoarding and may have to have 
them outpatient committed for an evaluation. The Hearing Master would be a good resource. 
 
BRUCE HALSTEAD (BH) worked in mental health for 7 years.  It is not so much the people who are hoarding 
animals as the ones who are abusing animals.  They are the ones hoarding animals without realizing they are 
actually abusing them by not properly taking care of them. 
 
KEITH WILLIAMS (KW) asks what do you get when you have 100 animal hoarders in a room?  You get an 
animal rescue convention.  Every one of these animal hoarders feels they are doing wonderful things for the 
animals.  They are saving them from a worse fate, even when the animals are dropping dead in their living room 
from disease.  We need to look very closely at any person, group or organization that maintains any significant 
number of animals.  How do you tell the difference?  You get together with 3 of your friends who are animal 
hoarders, you get a 501C and suddenly you are legitimate.  There are no resources to deal with this and it needs 
to be addressed at all levels. 
 
HEIDI PIPER (HP) – can you check once a year on the people who have had animals taken away from them?  
DM – there is no requirement in the law for people submit to an annual inspection.   HP thinks it would be 
cheaper than counseling. DM that approach doesn’t help the person.  It just looks for them to be violating again. 
The mental health aspect is probably a better option. 
 
RUSSELL ROBINSON – my neighbor moved out of an apartment complex because they had too many 
animals. When they moved next door, they had 4 or 5 cats and a few birds.  Now they have 11 cats and 14 birds. 
 I had numerous conversations with him about damage to ours cars. My neighbors complain my dog barks 
because of the cats.  At 1 or 2 am, they let the cats out to run the neighborhood.  I have one dog and put her in a 
kennel in my house to keep her from barking but I cannot control the cats next door.  AC cited them a year ago 
so they got a permit. They have 11 cats; the permit is for 8 cats.  The birds squawk all night long.  You can sit 
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inside my house, listen to birds squawk and I get in trouble because my dog barks!  It is hoarding animals.  I 
keep my yard clean; don’t let my dog run around the neighborhood.  Other animals need to be controlled.  It is 
not just dogs that are the problem.  Cat owners have notoriously done what they want and it shouldn’t be.  KL – 
cat owners have the same restrictions as dog owners do. Speak with AC about specific incidents. 
 
MC – if it involved cruelty, the Court would have to order counseling.  KL attended the Western Vet 
Conference. There is a new effort by veterinarians to work with AC and to get mental health involved instead of 
just AC trying to deal with the problem.  MC - we can’t do anything without the Court.  All AC can do is take 
the animals. They cannot order people to get counseling.  AC will have to prove there is cruelty and abuse.  DM 
– depending on the circumstances we get other agencies involved, whether Code Enforcement for exterior issues 
or the Health District who will sometimes condemn the inside of the property.  Recently, we were prepared to 
get Senior Protective Services to assist an elderly woman.  We work in whoever fits in with the situation but 
ultimately it is a Band-Aid.  The truth is we don’t have the resources to “check up” after the initial contact.  KL 
suggests we not do anything at this time. 
 
7. How to Ensure Rescue Organizations are following S/N provisions of Title 10  
 
KL- when Title 10 passed last year, there was a section that says “it requires the s/n of all dogs and cats prior to 
the placement of such animal for adoption by such organizations.”  We have groups in unincorporated CC that 
have their animals up for adoption using the voucher system.  As I read this, their animals have to be s/n before 
adoption.  Have rescue groups or Petco or PetSmart been notified that this is a change they need to adhere to?  
DM – no but we will be happy to go out on a case-by-case basis.  KL –can AC send out a letter to the different 
groups advising them, especially Petco and PetSmart, that this is a new requirement?  DM - The difficulty is 
knowing what groups are adopting animals. I’m not sure we even know all the groups adopting animals.  I will 
be happy to send the letter to the ones we can identify.  KL thinks every 501C in the valley does adoptions. It 
usually states their mission as part of the application to the Secretary of State.  If you are looking for a list I can 
get some assistance from people on this Committee and in the room.  DM would be happy to draft a letter.   
 
ELIZABETH RUBIN (ER) – Adopt A Pet Rescue, guilty as charged. We did not know that it had been enacted. 
I am one of the 5 organizations that does their 8-week-old puppies on s/n contracts. We were not advised we 
were no longer allowed to do that.  DM - it went into effect on June 29, 2010. 
 
MG - Petco and PetSmart do adoptions with organizations that are not always from Clark County (CC).  We 
have no jurisdiction over them.  They come in from Pahrump and Best Friends comes down from Utah.  DM - if 
you are doing business in CC, you have to abide the laws of CC.  JP motions to have CCAC send out letters to 
rescue organizations advising of s/n laws.  Motion passed. 
 
8. Educational Outreach   
 a. Receive a Subcommittee Report  

b. Animal Care & Responsibility Education  
 

KL – they have not yet been able to meet.  I understand each of the meetings has to be posted and that was a 
concern.  DM - the DA’s office said we need to post.  We need a week before the meeting so it can be sent out 
and posted.   
 
9. Information-sharing by Committee Members  
 
KL - Stacia Newman was involved in SB299.  They took the language from Clark County Title 10 for the 
breeder permits.  Stacia was very good in pointing out the kennels and Darcy Spears from Channel 13 did some 
great work as well.   Gina Greison was the author of SB233.  They said animal issues had some of the larger 
responses at the legislature than any of the other issues. 
 



Animal Advisory Committee Meeting –July 21, 2011 
Page 4 
 
 
10. Comments by the General Public    
 
ANULA WILDRIDGE frequently takes her dog to the dog park at Sunset.   In the last month she has 
encountered two individuals who relayed some disturbing occurrences.  The first was a woman walking her dog 
in the newer section of the park who saw two coyote pups.  One appeared to have been hit by a car, lying dead 
by the road.  The other was severely hurt.  It was standing on its front quarters and the hind quarters appeared to 
be badly injured. She went to the Animal Control office to report them and was told it was a matter for NV 
Wildlife and they would notify them.  It was a hot day and she was worried about the pup lying helpless in the 
sun so after several hours, she went back.  The dead animal had been retrieved; the injured animal had expired in 
the sun. No one had come to tend to it.  The second account concerns a duck in the lake that had collided with a 
boat that had shirred off both its feet.  The duck was bleeding and getting attacked by other waterfowl.  Animal 
Control said they would have to contact another agency.  The crowd got bigger and increasingly stressed. 
Finally a maintenance man claimed the duck and we hope humanely put it out of its misery.  I spoke with Mr. 
March who told me wildlife was not within their scope and that they could not investigate further as I was not 
given specific dates for these incidents.  I suggest a protocol be established between responding agencies so a 
judgment call could be made on behalf of the animal if it is in distress or if the appropriate agency does not 
show up within a reasonable amount of time.  No animal should have to suffer or die needlessly while waiting 
for help.  
 
ER has its base in Nye County as that is where we could afford to purchase 5 acres to build an animal sanctuary. 
 Are we being eliminated from being able to do our adoptions here in CC?  KL – the point was made that if you 
are from Nye County and come into CC, you have to adhere to CC ordinances. 
 
STACIA NEWMAN has been involved with animal rights for the last 30 years.  There is a gray area we need to 
address with the pet stores.  Right now they are not only being a retail facility but also doing adoptions.  The 
gray area is which guidelines and regulations are they going to fall under?  An agency with a 501C seems to be 
selling the animals under a program of an adoption.  I have a couple of reports in the City where the pet stores 
are using the adoption program to avoid following the guidelines and recommendations under Title 10.  For the 
safety of the animals, the loophole needs to be addressed.  Kittens in the City were sold with parvo and feline 
leukemia. Two days after she got them home the cats got sicker and sicker and had to be euthanized.  If protocol 
had been followed, a veterinarian, who would have been able to diagnose and treat these kittens early, would 
have examined them.  They were sold for $150 for two kittens.  Is there someway to resolve this gray area?  DM 
doesn’t see a gray area. The definition of retailer is a person who acquires pets for resale. Adoption is a sale. We 
wouldn’t treat them any different than any other retail store.  Because of our enforcement, there are very few pet 
stores in Clark County.  If we do run into a problem, we will come back to the AAC but they fall squarely in the 
definition of a retailer, especially if their storefront is selling regular animals.  After reviewing the paperwork, if 
I felt it was deceptive, I would charge them with deceptive trade practices.  
 
11. Set date, time and agenda of next meeting  
 
It might be nice to have someone from Wildlife and NDOW at the next meeting to talk about what their 
procedures are.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 15, 2011 at 6:30. 
 
12. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 


