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BILL NO.

SUMMARY - An ordinance amending Title 10, Title 18, and
Title 30 of the Clark County Code regulating animals.

ORDINANCE
NO.

(of Clark County, Nevada)

An ordinance amending Title 10, Title 18, and Title 30 of the Clark County Code
regulating animals.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CLARK, STATE
OF NEVADA, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Findings for the purposes of sections 2, 7, and 14.

The Clark County Board of County Commissioners hereby finds and determines
that:

(&) The possession of exotic animals is potentially dangerous to people and animals
because of the physical characteristics of some exotic animals and because the needs
and behaviors of exotic animals are less familiar to the general public than those of
household pets;

(b)  The great diversity of exotic animals and knowledge and experience of their
keepers requires a flexible system of regulation most appropriately delegated to animal
control under a permitting system, subject to judicial review, informed by individuals with
particular expertise in exotic animals, so as to prevent over or under regulation; and

(c) The provisions of this ordinance are necessary and proper for the control and
protection of animals.
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SECTION 2. Title 10, Chapter 10.04, is amended in part to read as follows:

10.04.100 At large.

mn—er—wﬁh—an—eﬁrer&l—elub—] Iocatlon on any property when an anlmal IS not restramed by

leash, cord, chain or enclosure, except as otherwise expressly allowed by law, such as
for law enforcement, herding, or hunting.

(a) “At large” includes, without limitation, location:

() upon any real property, whether that of the owner, custodian, or other person,
when the animal is not restrained, confined, or permitted by the lawful occupant;

(ii) with attempted restraint by voice command only, or any tethering or enclosure not
providing restraint, or any tethering in a public area without attendance of the owner
or custodian; or

(iii) without restraint within _private areas accessible by the general public or a
considerable number persons, regardless of enclosure, such as common areas of
common interest communities or other privately owned public_structures, such as
stores and restaurants.

(b) “At large” does not include location:

() on a property where the animal is permitted by the lawful occupant within an
exclusive access enclosed structure, such as a house, automobile, or adequately
fenced vard; or

(i) inside a designated dog run portion of a public or private park that is enclosed by a
fence and provided with signage warning of unleashed animals, which is separated from
other areas of the park containing amenities for use other than as a doq park.

10.04.135 Cat.

“Cat” means any animal of the species Felis catus.

10.04.140 Cattery.

“Cattery” means a place where at least 10 cats of not less than 4 months of age are
kept, harbored or maintained for boarding, training, or breeding for sale to a retailer or
dealer. For the purposes of this Section, spayed or neutered cats must not be counted
when determining the number of cats that are being kept, harbored or maintained. See

Section 10.08.135 for breeding requlations. [ieattewlhas—th&meamngﬂasenbed—t&ﬂ—m
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10.04.170 Dealer.

"Dealer" means a person other than an animal shelter as defined by Section
10.04.085(b) & (c) or a rescue organization as defined by Section 10.04.253 who, for
compensation or profit, buys, sells, rehomes, breeds, trades, exports or imports animals
for resale or transfers to another person, excluding agricultural animals. [-A-dealerthat

10.04.183 — Exotic Animal.

“Exotic Animal” means any animal, which is not a household pet, domesticated
livestock, or an animal normally raised for human consumption.

10.04.195 — Harbor

“Harbor" means legal ownership, or the providing of reqular care or shelter, protection,
refuge or nourishment, or medical treatment; provided however that the term shall not
include the providing of nourishment to a stray, or feral, or community cat or dog

10.04.203 — Household Pet.

“Household Pet” means a tame or domesticated animal ordinarily permitted in the house
and kept for company or pleasure. The term includes non-venomous reptiles and
amphibians of species which typically reach not more than fifteen (15) feet in length, nor
one hundred fifty (150) pounds, when fully grown. The term does not include any
domesticated livestock or an animal normally raised for human consumption.

10.04.213 Kennel.

“Kennel” means a place where at least 10 dogs of not less than 4 months of age are
kept, harbored or maintained for boarding, training, or breeding for sale to a retailer or

August 17, 2015 3



dealer. For the purposes of this Section, spayed or neutered dogs, dogs used by or
being trained for use by the Armed Forces, police officers, search and rescue teams or
other similar_organizations, dogs used in farming or ranching, and dogs used by or
being trained for use by persons with disabilities, including, but not limited to, dogs used
to assist persons in wheelchairs, must not be counted when determining the number of

dogs that are being kept harbored or malntalned See Sectlon 10 08.135 for breedlnq
requlations. [“k

10.04.225 Operator.
"Operator" means a person responsible for the operation of:

(@) A cattery, kennel or commercial establishment engaged in the
business of selling animals; or

(b) An animal shelter;_or

(c) A rescue organization.

10.04.242 Pet.
"Pet" has the meaning ascribed to it in_Section 10.04. 203[|qqee:Hs—a—ele-|tn4-:-stleeat—degL

10.04.253 Rescue organization

“‘Rescue organization” means any person or group that is organized for the purposes of
preventing cruelty to animals or reducing pet overpopulation and is exempt from income
tax_under_Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) and files any variant of Internal
Revenue Service Form 990 annually.

10.04.255 Retailer.

"Retailer” means a person who acquires [pets-]animals or profits from an action to buy,
seII trade, |mport or export anlmals for resale. [A—Fet&Her—must—mamt&m—a—bHsmess
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10.04.278 Sold (Sell)

“Sold” or “Sell” shall mean for compensation or profit or barter, sells, rehomes, qifts,
gives, trades, exports or transfers an animal to another person

10.04.285 Substantial bodily harm.

“Substantial bodily harm” means:

1. Bodily injury which creates a substantial risk of death or which causes serious,
permanent disfiqgurement or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily
member or organ; or

2. Prolonged physical pain.

10.04.287 Taqqing.

“Tagging” means one of the following:

1. To safely and securely fasten about the neck of an animal a collar with a tag
attached thereto bearing the number of any required vaccination and a current
owner identification tag bearing the name of the animal or owner and a telephone
number where the owner may be reached; or

2. The implantation of a microchip identification device provided that the owner
ensures that the registration information remains up to date in a national database.

10.04.320 Veterinary clinic or veterinary office.

"Veterinary clinic" or "veterinary office" means any establishment operated by a
veterinarian to provide dental, medical or surgical treatment, care and grooming, for

anlmals on an outpatlent baS|s [A—ve%ennan&n—sh&l#pest—neﬁeesmorareenspreueus—plaee

10.04.330 Veterinary hospital.

"Veterinary hospital® means any establishment operated by a veterinarian that provides
clinical facilities and houses animals for dental, medical or surgical treatment. A
veterinary hospital may have adjacent to it or in conjunction with it, or as an integral part
of it, pens, stalls, cages, or kennels for quarantlne or observatlon in a completely
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SECTION 3. Title 10, Chapter 10.06, is amended in part to read as follows:

10.06.010 Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall have the meaning set forth in
this section. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense
include the future, words in the plural number include the singular, and words in the
singular number include the plural.

“Cat” has the meaning ascribed to it in Subsection 10.04.135.

)] (b) “Community cat” means a cat that is free-roaming and may be cared for by one
or more residents of the immediate area who is/are known or unknown.

(c) "Central sponsor" means the [spenseorto-be-notified-underthe-provisions-of Section
10.06-050—|person_or_agency who is designated by the [b]Board of [€]County

[e]Commissioners [in—the—manner—established—by-thebeard]to assist with caregiver
responsibilities in Section 10.06.030.

(d) “Community cat caregiver’ means any person who, in accordance with a good faith
effort to trap, sterilize, vaccinate, and return any community cat, provides voluntary care
including but not limited to food, water, and medical care to a community cat or
community cat colony.

(e) “Community cat colony” or “colony” means a group of community cats that
congregates, more or less, together as a unit and shares a common food source.

([d}f) "Domesticated cat" means a cat that is socialized to humans and is appropriate as
a companion for humans.

([e}Ja) "Ear tipping" means straight-line cutting of the tip of the left or right ear of a cat
while the cat is anesthetized and has been sterilized and given a rabies shot. A cat with
a tipped ear is considered to be sterile and vaccinated against rabies.

([f]h) "Feral cat" means a cat that is born in the wild or abandoned and is not socialized
or appropriate as a companion for humans.
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(0 "Nursance" means conduct by[—stray—er—f-eral] a communlty cat or cats that disturbs
the peace by:

(1) Habitually or continually howling and fighting; or

(2) Habitually and significantly destroying, desecrating or soiling property against

the wishes of the owner of the property[};_or

(3) Prevents the quiet enjoyment of the property.
() "Owner" means any person who has a right of property in an animal, who keeps or
harbors an animal, who has it in their care, who acts as its custodian, or who knowingly
permits an animal to remain on any premises occupied by him or her. "Owner" does not

mclude a [#eral—eat—eeleny—earet&ker] communlty cat careqrver

"TNR" means [trap;—heuterand-return] to humanely trap a cat and to sterilize, vaccinate
against rabies, ear tip, and return the cat to the location where it was trapped.

([~1)

"TNR program" means a program in which [feraland—stray—|community cats are
humanely trapped, sterilized, vaccinated against rabies, ear tipped, and returned to the

location where the cats were trapped [and-optionally—tmplanted-with-a—mieroehip—and

10.06.020 [Feral]Community cat colonies.

[Feral-]Community cat colonies shall be permitted, and [feral ]| community cat colony
[caretakers-]caregivers shall be entitled to maintain and care for [feralJcommunity cats
by prowdmg food Water shelter, medical care and other forms of sustenance. [#—the

, al] Individuals,
community cat caregivers, rescue orqanrzatlons shelters, and the anrmal control office
shall be permitted to carry out TNR and TNR programs. A cat released in accordance
with Chapter 10.06 shall not be considered to be abandoned per Section 10.32.010.
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Community cat colonies shall be prohibited in any conservation area, state or national
forest, [W]wetlands, or any other lands managed for wildlife.
10.06.030 Community[Feral] cat colony caregiver[earetakers] duties.

(a) [Feral cat colony caretaker responsibilities. It shall be the responsibility of a feral
]Community cat colony [earetaker-]caregivers may[-te]:

(1)Register the [feral-jcommunity cat colony with [a-]the central sponsor;
(b) Community cat colony caregivers shall:

(21)Take all appropriate and available steps to trap each [feral-Jcommunity cat in the
colony in order to have the cat sterilized, vaccinated for rabies, and ear tipped [and
optionally-implanted-with-a—microchip-J]and to monitor for new [feral-Jcommunity cats that
join the colony.

(2) Seek medical attention for any sick or injured cat in the colony.
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10.06.050 Disposition of community[feral-cat-colony] cats.

(a) If a cat [erkitten—]with a tipped ear is [trapped-and-turned-Jadmitted into [the-Lied
Animal-Shelter—or Jany [ether Janimal shelter, the shelter staff or volunteers may
immediately return the cat to the location where it was trapped if the cat is otherwise

healthy [eHe—an—anrmal—eerﬁrd—eﬁheere%he#e#eP#e—wmmal—eemml—eﬁree—shau

Shelte#epet-her—]anlmal shelter shaII be exempt from the mandatory hold periods in
Chapter 10.24 and may [enly-]hold cats with a tipped ear for the time limit established in

the current shelter polrcy [Ihe—speneer—sha“—then—t&ke—auﬂaeprepnate—steps—te—ake

(b) If a [feral]cat that [is-heteartipped-]_ has a microchip or identification taq is [trapped

and-turned-ladmitted into [the-Hed-Animal-Shelter-or Jany [ether Janimal shelter, [erto
an-animal-control-officer-]the cat must be held in accordance with Chapter 10.24. After
the mandatory hold the cat may proceed through the regular adoption process or shelter
staff or volunteers may return the cat to the location where it was trapped if it otherwise
healthy after it has been sterilized, vaccrnated for rabies, and ear tipped.[go-through-the
e-]

(c) If a cat that does not have a tipped ear or a microchip or identification tag is
impounded into_any animal shelter, the cat shall be exempt from a mandatory hold
period per Chapter 10.24 and if otherwise healthy may proceed through the reqular
adoption process or shelter staff or volunteers may return the cat to the location where it
was trapped after is has been sterilized, vaccinated for rabies, and ear tipped.

(d) A cat released in _accordance with Chapter 10.06 shall not be considered to be
abandoned per Section 10.32.010.

10.06.060 Enforcement of provisions by the animal control office.

(a) The animal control office shall have the right to trap in a humane manner any cat
that is deemed to be a threat to public health or safety. If a cat has bitten [erseratched
]a human being, the cat shall be confined pursuant to Section 10.28.030 or 10.28.040,
as appropriate. If a licensed veterinarian decides that the cat is too ill or injured or that it
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has an illness that presents a[p—mminent-Jdanger to the public health or safety or to

itself, the cat may be humanely euthanized. [Fhe-central-sponsorfrom-the-sponsors-list
shall-be—neotified—of the—cat's —deseription,—sex;—Hliness—and—disposition—|After the

mandatory quarantine, if the cat is found to be healthy and no other issues of public
health or safety exist, the shelter staff or volunteers may return the cat [may-be-|to the
location where it was trapped after it has been sterlllzed and vaccmated if necessary.
[gi —] A
cat released in accordance Wlth Chapter 10. 06 shall not be conS|dered to be abandoned
per Section 10.32.010.

The Chief of [a]Animal [e]Control [effice-]shall have the right to declare that a colony is
in a location that is hazardous to the health and safety of the public or the [feral-cat
Jcolony or _that the colony is a nuisance. Once a colony is declared a hazard or
nuisance any cat impounded shall not be released to the location where it was trapped
unless the hazard or nuisance is remedied and the cats have been approved for return
by the Chief of Animal Control. Cats impounded pursuant to this Subsection are subject
to the dlsposmon reqgulations listed in_Subsection 10. 06 050 [Ihe—e#ree—shau—gwe
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SECTION 4. Title 10, Chapter 10.08, is amended in part to read as follows:

Chapter 10.08 [BOG—AND—CATJANIMAL TAGGING, VACCINATION,
STERILIZATION, [HHEENSES] AND PERMITS

10.08.070 Tagging[-deg-ercat-orferret}—Tag misuse.

(a) The owner of any dog or cat or ferret shall safely and securely fasten about the neck
of the [deg—oer—catorferret-Janimal a collar with a tag attached thereto bearing the
number of such rabies vaccination as required per Section 10.08.080.

(b) The owner of any dog or cat or ferret or potbellied pig or pet rabbit shall safely and
securely fasten about the neck of the animal a current owner identification tag or the
owner shall have a microchip identification device implanted. If _a microchip
identification device is the only means of identification for a dog or cat or ferret or pet
rabbit or potbellied pig the owner shall ensure that the microchip information remains up
to date in a national database.

(c) It is unlawful for any person to remove any vaccination tag issued under the
provisions of this [t]|Title from any dog or cat or ferret not owned by him, or not lawfully in
his possession or under his control or care, or for any person to place on any dog or cat
or ferret or to permit any dog or cat or ferret in his control or possession, to wear any
vaccination tag not issued or provided [ir-this-title-]for that particular dog or cat or ferret
or to place on a dog or cat or ferret or to own, keep, or possess, any dog or cat or ferret

wearing any counterfeit, imitation, or altered vaccination tag [provided-forin-this-title].

10.08.080 Rabies vaccination required when.

Every person owning, keeping, harboring or possessing a dog or cat or ferret over the
age of three months shall cause the doqg or cat or ferret to be vaccinated with rabies
vaccine within thirty days from the date of ownership, keeping, harboring or possessing,
or from the date the dog or cat or ferret attains the age of three months, and thereafter
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continuously maintain rabies vaccination for the dog or cat or ferret. Said vaccination
shall be with rabies vaccine using the immunization protocol for triennial rabies vaccine
as _defined by the current compendium of animal rabies control except ferrets which
shall _be vaccinated annually in _accordance with the manufacturers' vaccination
instructions.

10.08.085 Rabies vaccination certificate.

Every veterinarian who vaccinates a dog or cat or ferret with rabies vaccine shall issue
to the person owning, keeping, harboring or possessing the animal a numbered tag of
durable material and shall issue a certificate of vaccination, substantially as reproduced
in_Section 10.08.090. The vaccination certificate _shall be prepared in triplicate; the
veterinarian shall furnish the original to the owner of the animal, a copy to the animal
control officer, and shall retain a copy in his records for a period of not less than three
years. The copy of the certificate may also be sent to the animal control officer
electronically.

10.08.090 Rabies vaccination certificate form.

The certificate of vaccination shall be substantially as follows:

CERTIFICATE OF VACCINATION

Tag. No.

Owner Date
Address

County State Zip
Name Breed Age
Color Markings

Weight Sex Spayed
Neutered

Vaccination Expires

Type Manufacturer Serial No.
Veterinarian's License No.

Veterinarian's Signature

10.08.095 Posting requirement for sterilization requirements, business affiliations,
rabies vaccination and animal tagqging.

All public parks or facilities that administer rabies vaccinations pursuant to Nevada
Administrative Code 441A or which sell animals, products for animals, or services for
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animals must post in a conspicuous location a sign as directed by the animal control
officer notifying customers of the required rabies vaccination, sterilization, and animal
tagging provisions of this Title. A veterinarian shall also post notices in a conspicuous
place in the public area of his clinic or office stating any vaccination, sterilization, and
pet identification provisions of this Title and stating the hames and locations of all pet
stores that sell animals that the veterinarian has a business relationship with.

[10.08.100 Vaccination register.

o) ot d | -  robi ination.]
10.08.130 [Rermit-to-keep]Number of dogs and cats.

No person shall keep more than three dogs over four months of age, nor more than
three cats over four months of age, at any one place, or on any premises, or in any one
residence [located-within-thejurisdiction-of-the-county]unless otherwise specified by this
Chapter or by the approval of a land use application subject to the provisions in Chapter
30.44 of Clark County Code. Any dog or cat exempt from the sterilization requirements
in Section 10.08.132 shall not be counted towards the maximum number of dogs or cats

permitted.
10.08.132 Sterilization

(a) Subject to the exceptions provided in this [e]Chapter, no person shall harbor any cat
or dog or ferret or pet rabblt or potbellv pig unless spayed or neutered. [Fet—puppesespf

er—eemmumty—eat—er—eleg—]Thls spay and neuter restrlctlon shall not apply to dogs or

cats kept pursuant to a breeder/show permit, or to dogs or cats or ferrets or pet rabbits

or potbelly pigs kept on the premises of a business for the sale, [breeding; Jmedical
treatment or caring for hire of animals which is in compliance with all applicable permits,

and other requwements of thls code[—ePelegs—ecneI—eafes—kept—at—ap—acnﬂcnetl—ehel!eepetE
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(b) [Fhis]The spay and neuter requirement set forth in Section 10.08.132(a) shall not
apply to dogs in use by any federal, state, or local law enforcement agency or guide
dogs specifically trained and used to guide a person who is blind or a person with a
disability.

(c) The spay[f] and neuter requirement set forth in Section 10.08.132[0](a) shall not
apply if a licensed veterinarian certifies in writing that a specific dog or cat or ferret or
pet rabbit or potbelly pig is temporarily or permanently medically unfit to undergo the
required spay or neuter procedure because of a physical condition that would be
substantially aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the animal's death. If
temporary, the certificate shall indicate the period of time anticipated that the
unsuitability will last. For an exemption to apply beyond that period, a new certificate
must be obtained from a veterinarian. The certification may be transmitted
electronically.

(d) The spay[f] and neuter requirement set forth in Section 10.08.132[6](a) shall not

apply to animals harbored by an [peund;]animal shelter[--humane-seciety-or-simitar] or
rescue organization[—whether—public—er—private—the—principalpurpese—of—which—is
seeuring-the—adeption—of-dogs—er—cats] provided that such organization requires the
spaying or neutering of all [degs—and-eats]animals prior to [placement]adoption of such
animal [for the adoption by such organization].

(e) ['

It shall be unlawful to own or possess any Kitten or puppy or piglet that has been born to

a_mother cat or dog or potbelly pig not spayed in violation of this Chapter, unless
adopted from an animal shelter or rescue organization. As used in this Section, a
“kitten” or “puppy” means a cat or dog under the age of 4 months as determined by the
Animal Control Officer and “piglet” means a potbelly pig under 8 pounds. Except after
first determining that it is the best interest of the kitten or puppy or piglet because of
violations of this Title, an Animal Control Officer shall not impound a kitten or puppy or
piglet without also impounding its mother for a violation of this Title if the kitten or puppy
is under 8 weeks of age, and under 8 pounds for a piglet, and living with its mother or
still_taking its_nourishment by nursing. As used in this Subsection, age shall be
estimated by the animal control officer, after requesting documentary proof of age from
the person in possession of the animal.

10.08.135 Breeder/show permit.

(a) A person with a breeder/show permit is allowed to keep and maintain, in a clean,
healthy, and safe environment, not to exceed eight intact [purebred-]or sterilized pet
dogs, one year of age or older, or eight intact [purebred-]or sterilized pet cats, eight

months of age or older, prowded that [theepe#seprgreglsteted—\mthanatlenauwmensed

ehamplrensmptme—}wnh the exceptlon of sterlllzed [petstttleelr]dogs or cats, each anlmal
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(b) Each animal must have a registered microchip identification device and be up-to-
date on rabies vaccination.

(c) A dog breeder cannot breed a female dog until she is eighteen months old and shall

only allow a female dog to have one litter per year[-and-must-provide—a—written-sales
contract to the purchaser].

(d) No animal shall be sold or gifted until it is eight weeks of age or until the animal is
accustomed to taking food as nourishment other than by nursing, whichever date is
later. Additionally, a written sales contract shall be provided to the purchaser or

recipient.

(e) Any dog or cat sold or gifted must have a microchip identification device implanted,
must be current on rabies vaccinations, and must be spayed or neutered unless the
purchaser has a breeder/show permit or a temporary show permit or if the animal is
exempt from sterilization per Section 10.08.132.

() Any breeder/show permit holder shall not place an advertisement to sell or offer for
sale a dog or cat without the current breeder/show permit number being displayed in all
advertising and appearing on the receipt of the animal at the time of sale.

(q) [A-breeder-|The breeder/show permit holder must pay an annual service charge of
fifty dollars per [permitfor} inspection of the premises by the animal control officer.

(h) A breeder/show permit shall not be issued to, and shall be revoked from, a person
who keeps an animal that has been declared dangerous.

(i) A breeder/show permit shall not be issued to, and shall be revoked from, a person
who violates the provisions of this Title following due process.

() All animals covered by an expired breeder/show permit must be spayed or neutered
within 30 days of the permit expiration date.

(k) In the event that all intact dogs [er—<ats-]on the property are under the age of one
year or all intact cats on the property are under the age of eight months the owner shall
obtain a temporary show dog or temporary show cat permit. The expiration date of a
temporary permit shall be six months from the date of issue. No breeding or sale of
animals is permitted on a temporary show permit.

() Any currently approved breeder/show permit holder selling or offering for sale a dog
or cat must comply with the provisions set forth in Chapter 10.30 of this Title.

10.08.140 Sale of animals.
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No person, except dealers, operators or retailers, shall sell or offer for sale a dog or cat
without first obtaining a breeder/show permit. Ferrets, pet rabbits, and potbellied pigs,
may only be sold by dealers, operators or retailers. Dealers, operators and retailers
must obtain a commercial sales permit and a business license and must designate all
information required by the Nevada Revised Statutes, including where the animal has
been purchased. The sale of animals at swap meets is prohibited. As used herein,
sales include any form of remuneration connected to the transfer of ownership or
possession of the animal, regardless of connection with or without any other
consideration, good or service, including but not limited to gratuities, product bundling or
rehoming fees.

10.08.160 Pet dog or cat fancier permit.

(a) A pet dog or cat fancier permit allows a person to keep or possess on his property,
at one location, safely confined in a completely enclosed building, residence or
enclosed lot, more than three but not more than six spayed[/]_or neutered dogs or up to
ten spayed or neutered cats older than four [eight-]months of age, as companion
animals.

(b) Each animal must have a registered microchip identification device and be up-to-
date on rabies vaccination.

(c) The owner must pay an annual service charge of fifty dollars per inspection of the
premises by the animal control officer.

(d) A fancier permit shall not be issued to, and shall be revoked from, a person who
keeps an animal that has been declared dangerous per Chapter 10.16.

(e) A fancier permit shall not be issued to, and shall be revoked from, a person who

violates the provisions of this Title following due process.
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SECTION 5. Title 10, Chapter 10.12, is hereby repealed in its entirety.

SECTION 6. Title 10, Chapter 10.16, is hereby repealed in its entirety and

replaced below.

10.16.010 Dangerous and vicious animal declaration.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this section:

(b)

(1) An _animal may be declared dangerous by the animal control officer if on
two separate occasions within eighteen months:

(A) It behaved menacingly to a degree that would lead a reasonable
person to defend himself against substantial bodily harm under
the circumstances; or

(B) It bit a person or animal, but without causing substantial bodily
harm.

(2) An_animal may be declared dangerous by the animal control officer,
without regard to any previous behavior, if:

(A) Itis used as the instrument a crime of violence;

(B) While either at large or restrained, it caused substantial bodily
harm or death to another animal that was at large; or

(C) It bit a person or animal, but without causing substantial bodily
harm, if the animal is of a species capable of causing death or
substantial bodily harm other than a domestic dog or cat.

(3) An animal may be declared vicious by the animal control officer if:

(A) It has killed or inflicted substantial bodily harm upon a human
being or other animal not at large; or

(B) After having previously been declared dangerous, with notice of
the declaration having been provided to an owner or keeper, it
continues to exhibit the same type of behavior that resulted in the
declaration, or is in_violation of the provisions of Section
10.16.030,

(1) An_animal shall not be declared dangerous pursuant to this section for
only behaving menacingly towards or biting:

(A) Another animal that, or person who, provoked the animal, as a

result of and to the extent of the provocation or prior provocation;
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(B) Another animal that, or person who, was unlawfully upon
premises owned or _occupied by the owner or keeper of the
animal that was behaving menacingly or biting;

(C) Another animal that was running at large;

(D) Another _animal or _person, in_connection with its use by law
enforcement officers in the performance of their duties.

(2) An_animal may not be declared vicious pursuant to this section for
inflicting substantial bodily harm or killing:

(A) Another animal that, or person who, provoked the animal , as a
result of and to the extent of the provocation or prior provocation;

(B) Another animal that, or person who, was unlawfully upon
premises owned or occupied by the owner or keeper of the
animal that Killed or inflicted substantial bodily harm;

(C) Another _animal that, or person who, was harmed or killed in
connection with its use by law enforcement officers in the
performance of their duties; or

(D) If the death or substantial bodily harm was not proximately
caused by that animal, such as may unintentionally result from a
person placing his or her hands between the jaws of fighting
animals.

(c) The owner or keeper of any animal declared dangerous by the animal control
officer may, within _seventy-two _hours after notice has been served personally,
posted at the address of impound, or deposited in the mail to the last known
address of the owner or keeper, request a hearing to challenge the dangerous
determination by providing a written request for a hearing to Clark County Animal
Control. Conditions not otherwise required will be tolled pending a determination
on such hearing.

10.16.020 Dangerous and vicious animals—Unlawful Possession.

It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly possess, house, shelter, quarter, own or
in any other way have under his control, or to transfer ownership of, a vicious or
dangerous animal within unincorporated Clark County, except as provided in this

chapter.

10.16.030 Dangerous animals—Ownership permitted when.

Any animal which is declared to be dangerous by the animal control officer may be kept
within unincorporated Clark County, provided that:

(a) Within fourteen days after the owner or keeper is notified of the declaration the area
in which the owner or keeper intends to keep the animal must pass an inspection by the
animal control officer and the owner or keeper must obtain from the animal control
officer an _annual permit to keep the animal based upon such lawful terms and
conditions as the animal control officer deems appropriate, based upon reasonable and
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articulable standards, which may be subject to challenge pursuant to Section 10.16.050.
A nonrefundable inspection fee of one hundred dollars per inspection will be charged to
the owner or keeper for each permit. An owner or keeper of an animal that has been
deemed dangerous and a permit has been issued, must pay an annual nonrefundable
charge of one hundred dollars per inspection of the premises by the animal control
officer for the annual permit. All terms and conditions of the original permit must be
maintained. A permit may not issue unless the owner of the dangerous animal is the
owner of the real properly upon which it is to be kept, or the owner of the real property
provides a notarized letter of approval for keeping thereon the dangerous animal.

(b) The animal shall be kept, confined or housed within an enclosure deemed adequate
by the animal control officer:

(1) That will ensure the animal's retention and comfort, is of a size to permit the animal
to stand upright, and is of a dimension deemed adequate by the animal control officer;
and

(2) That is secure enough so that the animal cannot bite, harm or injure anyone
overreaching the top of the fence or other enclosure.

(c) At no time shall the animal be allowed to leave the private property confines of the
owner or person in charge of the animal unless it is muzzled, leashed and under the
effective control of an adult.

(d) The private property shall be adequately and properly posted with conspicuous
warning signs of the presence of a dangerous animal, with a listing of the name and
telephone number of the owner of the animal.

(e) The animal must be sterilized by a licensed veterinarian. The owner or keeper shall
maintain all sterilization records, including the type of animal sterilized, the name of the
veterinarian performing the procedure, and the date the sterilization was performed.

() The animal shall be implanted with an electronic_microchip from a manufacturer
approved by the animal control officer. The implantation must be performed by a
licensed veterinarian _and must conform to procedures recommended by the
manufacturer. The owner or keeper shall reqgister the microchip number in a national
database in accordance with instructions from the manufacturer, and shall provide the
number to the animal control officer.

(g) The owner or keeper shall obtain and maintain in effect a policy of insurance, or offer
proof of an existing policy, in the amount of not less than one hundred thousand dollars
insuring _against possible injuries inflicted by the dangerous animal. Such insurance,
whether homeowner’s or liability, shall be provided to the animal control officer and
maintained in_effects long as the owner or keeper maintains possession of the
dangerous animal. Clark County Animal Control must be listed as a certificate holder
on _the policy. The policy must clearly state the name, breed, color, and sex of the
animal, and reason that the animal has been declared dangerous; or be accompanied
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by a written statement by the carrier containing such information about the dangerous
animal affirming the coverage with reference to the controlling sections of the policy.

(h) The owner of a dangerous animal may not sell, relocate or give away the animal
without first obtaining prior written approval from an animal control officer, and if
different, the animal control officer or equivalent of the jurisdiction to which the animal
will be relocated. If such a transaction is approved, the owner or transferee shall pay a
nonrefundable inspection fee of one hundred dollars per inspection of the new location
for the animal, if located in unincorporated Clark County. The owner or transferee shall
also have the national microchip number updated in the national database to reflect the
change in_ownership and shall provide evidence of the update to the animal control
officer. _The denial of a right to transfer by animal control shall be clearly articulated in
writing, and may be reviewed at a hearing for abuse of discretion.

10.16.040 Permit renewal and revocation conditions.

(a) Any permit issued under Section 10.16.030 shall be revoked if the animal without
provocation bites or attempts to bite any person or animal lawfully upon the permit
property or upon any other property, or if there is a violation of any provision Section
10.16.030.

(b) Any person who keeps a dangerous animal after his permit has been revoked or any
person who keeps, houses, quarters, or in_any way has under his care or custody a
dangerous animal without first obtaining a permit as set forth in Section 10.16.030 is
guilty or a misdemeanor.

(c) If, after renewal notice is sent to the last known address of the owner or keeper of a
dangerous animal, such owner or keeper fails to request the annual permit renewal and
inspection by five pm on the yearly anniversary date of the issuance of the permit, the
animal shall immediately be turned over to Animal Control for impound and a fourteen
day hold will be placed on the animal to allow time for the owner or keeper to obtain a
new permit, before the animal is released to the shelter for disposition. The fee for any
inspection under this section shall be two hundred dollars per inspection, and the owner
or_keeper will be responsible for all fees and costs incurred while the animal is

impounded.

10.16.050 Dangerous and Vicious Animal Hearings.

(a) The owner or keeper of any animal declared dangerous or vicious by the animal
control officer shall be notified, in order of preference, by personal service, posting of
the address from which the animal was impounded, or by mail sent to the last known
address of the owner or keeper. The notice shall clearly articulate a description of the
specific_conduct giving rise to the declaration. Any animal declared vicious shall be
immediately impounded, whenever possible. The owner or keeper may not maintain
possession of the animal declared vicious during the hearing process. Any animal
declared dangerous may be kept by the owner or keeper pending the hearing, subject
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to or following required quarantine, provided that at no time shall the animal be allowed
to leave the private property confines of the owner or keeper unless it is muzzled,
leashed and under the effective control of an adult.

(b) Within seventy-two hours after notice of the dangerous or vicious declaration has
been served, affording three days for service by mail, a dangerous animal permit
revoked or denied for failure to pass inspection, for imposition of an unreasonable or
inarticulatable standard of conditions or terms imposed for keeping a dangerous animal,
or for denial of transfer by animal control (but not another jurisdiction), the owner or
keeper may file with the animal control officer a written request for hearing to determine
if the declaration, failure to pass inspection or condition or term of keeping should be
upheld or overturned.

(c) _If animal control was unable to impound the animal declared vicious, the owner or
keeper _shall, immediately after service of the declaration, transfer possession of the
animal to the animal control officer. If an appeal is not requested, the owner shall
relinquish ownership of the animal for euthanasia, or provide written proof to the animal
control officer that the animal has been euthanized by a properly licensed veterinary
clinic.

(d) If a hearing is requested within the specified time period, unless additional time is
requested by the owner or keeper, animal control shall schedule a hearing to be held
before a hearing officer no later than ten days after receipt of the written request for
hearing, affording to the owner or keeper at least three days’ notice of the time and
location of the hearing. Such notice shall provide the nhames of any withesses animal
control intends to present at the hearing, and shall include a public records request form
or a copy of any documentation on which it intends to rely at the hearing.

(e) The burden of persuasion, by a preponderance of the evidence, to overturn the
declaration or other decision shall be on the owner or keeper only after animal control
has met its prima facie burden of production that the animal was properly declared
dangerous or vicious in accordance with section 10.16.010, or as otherwise provided for
decisions subject to review in this Chapter.

(f) At the hearing, the owner or keeper may be represented by counsel, may present
oral and written evidence, and may cross-examine witnesses. Strict rules of evidence
shall not apply. Any relevant evidence may be admitted if it is the sort of evidence
which responsible person are accustomed to rely upon in the conduct of serious affairs.
The hearing shall be audio recorded, and all documents presented as evidence shall be
maintained as part of the record of the hearing.

(g) At the request of the owner or keeper, for good cause and as justice requires, the
hearing officer may continue the hearing and may issue subpoenas for the attendance
of witnesses, or the production of records or other things, substantially in conformance
with the Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure. In case of the refusal of any witness to attend
or testify or produce records or other things required by the subpoena, the owner or
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keeper may report to the district court by petition, setting forth that due notice has been
given of the time and place of attendance of the witness or the production of records or
other things; that the witness has been subpoenaed in accordance with this section; and
that the witness has failed and refused to attend or produce the records or other things
required by subpoena, or has refused to answer questions propounded to him or her in
the course of the hearing. The petition shall request an order of the court compelling
the withess to attend and testify or produce the records or other things before the
hearing officer. The court, upon petition, may enter an order directing the withess to
appear before the court at a time and place to be fixed by the court in the order and
then and there show cause why the witness has not attended or testified or produced
the records or other things before the hearing officer. A certified copy of the order must
be served upon the witnhess by who?. If it appears to the court that the subpoena was
regularly issued by the hearing officer, the court may thereupon enter an order that the
witness appear before the hearing officer at the time and place fixed in the order and
testify or produce the required records or other things, and upon failure to obey the
order, the withness may be dealt with as for contempt of court.

10.16.060 Dangerous and Vicious Animal Appeals.

(a) The owner or keeper who disagrees with the decision of the hearing officer may
appeal the decision to the animal advisory committee. The owner or keeper must notify
animal control in writing, within two business days of service of the hearing officer’s
order, that the owner or keeper is appealing the decision of the hearing officer. Animal
control shall then _schedule the appeal to be heard at the next available scheduled
committee meeting. At the appeal, the committee shall review the decision hearing
officer for substantial evidence, the absence of which shall be the burden of the owner
or keeper, and may in its discretion take evidence and consider the matter de novo.
The animal advisory committee shall act expeditiously to decide the matter and may
reverse or uphold the declaration, reduce a vicious declaration to a dangerous
declaration, or take such other action as it deems _appropriate, including adding to or
reducing the conditions required for keeping a dangerous animal.

(b) If the animal advisory committee upholds a vicious animal declaration, the animal
control officer may proceed to destroy the animal, but not until at least ten days have
elapsed from the date the owner or keeper receives notice of the decision, within which
time the owner or keeper of the animal shall have the right to seek judicial review.

SECTION 7. Title 10, Chapter 10.18, is hereby inserted as a new Chapter.

10.18 — Exotic Animals.
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10.18.010 — Exotic Animals—Permit required.

(a) Except has provided in this Chapter, no exotic animal shall be transported,
exhibited in public or private, or kept anywhere within the unincorporated areas of Clark
County unless and until the owner thereof has obtained an exotic animal permit from the
animal control officer for each animal, and in accordance with the conditions therein.

(b) A violation of subsection (a) shall be punished by a fine of not less than five
hundred dollars ($500), and may be punished by a fine of up to one thousand dollars
($1,000) and up to six months in jail. Any person convicted of a violation of subsection
(a) shall not be eligible for an _exotic_animal permit for a period of three years. The
minimum_sentencing and permit _preclusion set forth in this subsection (b) shall take
effective six (6) months after this ordinance takes effect.

(c) An_exotic_animal permit shall not be issued for the keeping or exhibiting of an
exotic animal until an investigation has been made to ascertain what precautions shall
be reasonable and necessary to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the
public and of the animal, and the property upon which the exotic animal shall be kept
has been inspected and approved by the animal control officer.

(d) Following application, the animal control officer may issue a permit for an exotic
animal as provided hereafter. Each permit application shall contain the following
information and documentation:

(1) The species of animal to be covered by the permit, as well as a description of its
age, health, and history of aggression, if any;

(2) The purpose of keeping the animal;

(3) The knowledge and experience of the person to be keeping the animal about the
animal in question and similar animals;

(4) The period of time and location for which the permit is requested;

(5) A description of the quarters in which the animal will be kept and/or exhibited,
including plans, building permits and specifications, where appropriate;

(6) Documentation from the County's Comprehensive Planning Department that the
location in_guestion has been approved for keeping the exotic animal and any other
licenses or permits from any other requlatory authority, including but not limited to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Nevada Department of Wildlife, and the County’s
Business License Department, that are required for the intended use and location of the
animal;

(7) Circumstances, if any, including exhibition, under which the animal will be
removed from quarters, and methods of transportation;

(8) The name and address of applicant and any other person to be placed in charge
of the animal, excluding directly supervised staff:
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(9) A statement concerning whether the animal shall or may be bred, and plans to
prevent or manage and permit the offspring;

(10) A current color photograph of the animal;

(11) A written program of veterinary care and a veterinarian's certificate, certifying that
said animal is vaccinated in accordance with law and possesses no health hazard to
itself, other animals, or the general public;

(12) Any other lawful conditions or restrictions appropriate for the control or protection
of the animal, or protection of the public in relation thereto as set forth by the animal
control officer, which may include, but need not be limited to written contingency plans
for _dealing with _escape; electronic_microchip implantation; and liability insurance for
persons and property, which shall not be required to exceed $250,000.

(e) After _a review of available information, including the permit application, the
criteria or standards of recognized societies, groups or experts dealing with such animal
species, and any citizen input, the animal control officer may issue a permit for the
keeping or exhibiting of such animal if, in his considered judgment, such animal is not
likely to constitute a danger or nuisance to the general public, under the permit
conditions and restrictions.

(H A permit to keep an exotic animal may be issued for the period prescribed by the
animal control officer upon payment of a fee and a favorable inspection by an animal
control officer of each location where the animal is to be kept. The permit authorizes the
keeping of the individually permitted animal only in accordance with the conditions and
restrictions _imposed thereon, and does not authorize exhibition, unless expressly
provided therein. A new application and a new fee is required in order to extend the time
period or to change or remove any condition or restriction.

(9) The permit fee is intended to offset a portion of the costs of investigation,
including research for appropriate_conditions and restrictions and premises inspection,
and shall be determined and conveyed to the applicant before processing the
application. Except as provided hereafter, the fee shall be one hundred dollars ($100)
for the permitted animal with one location inspection. When permits are sought for
multiple animals at the same time, and when multiple locations need to be inspected,
permit fees shall be aggregated for the purpose of reducing the fees and eliminating
duplication of investigation. Each additional animal and each additional location shall
increase the aggregated fees by fifty dollars ($50). Where applications are
simultaneously submitted for multiple animals, the applicant may have the aggregate
fee reduced by the fee amount for the additional animals upon a satisfactory showing to
animal _control that the animals are sufficiently similar, and not so humerous, as to be
subject the same conditions. Regardless of the number of animals, the aggregated fee
shall not exceed $500 per location for successful inspections. If multiple inspections are
required because of failure to pass an inspection, an _additional one hundred dollars
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shall be applied to the fee for each additional inspection required. The permit fee for
which the only change is an extension of time shall be $25 per location.

10.18.020 — Exemptions.

The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to:

(a) Any zoological park that is accredited by the Zoological Association of American,
or _the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, and requlated by the United States
Department of Agriculture and the Nevada Department of Wildlife, or an approved
Animal Hospital or Veterinary Clinic and Service;

(b) Any animal, whether determined by species or individual specimen, approved in
writing by Animal Control for keeping as a household pet in consideration of factors
pertaining to its potential effect on health, safety and welfare on persons and animals,
including but not limited to the spread of diseases, temperament, strength, weight,
difficultly of maintenance and alternative requlation; or

(c) Any animal merely transported through the County, not exhibited, provided that it
does not remain _in the County for more than 3 hours. Any animal remaining in the
County between 3 hours and 24 hours, must be reported by the transporter to the
Animal Control .dispatch office.

10.18.030 — Owner Responsibility For Escape.

(a) In addition to any cage requirements set forth in the Exotic Animal Permit and the
prohibition against letting animals run_at large, every person who is the owner of an
exotic animal, and keeps the same upon his premises under his control, shall keep the
animal restrained at all times by a fence, cage, coop, chain, leash or other adequate
means so that said animal shall not leave or escape from the premises upon which it

shall be kept.

(b) In the event of an escape, the owner shall be liable for all costs related to its
recovery or_impoundment. Any impoundment thereunder may be performed as a
securing or summary abatement in accordance with Chapter 11.08 in coordination with
Animal Control.

10.18.040 — Review and Revocation.

(a) For purposes of determining whether a permit shall be issued or be suspended
or_revoked, including conditions, restrictions and fees related thereto, the Animal
Control Officer _shall keep a record of all materials considered and proffered, and the
denial, suspension or revocation of such a permit may be challenged before a hearing
officer and may be subject to judicial review in District Court.

(b) Animal Control may revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew any exotic animal
permit upon good cause, including for failure to comply with any provision of this Title
provided that the violator shall be first notified of the specific violation or violations, and,
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if the violation can be remedied, the violator shall have 14 days after receiving the
notice of violation to correct the violation. The foregoing shall not be construed as to
require a hearing before seizure of the animal, if reasonably necessary to protect health,
safety or welfare.

10.18.050 — Exotic Animal Panel.

The Chief of Animal Control shall establish a system for maintaining a panel of persons
with expertise in exotic animals, with standards and procedures related thereto, which
shall be available to Animal Control to assist in the administration of this chapter.

SECTION 8. Title 10, Chapter 10.20, is amended in part to read as follows:

10.20.020 Membership.

The members of the committee shall be appointed by the board of county
commissioners. The committee shall consist of one member from each of the following
groups: licensed veterinarians, [renprofit-humane-groups|rescue organizations, animal
breeders or handlers, large animal owners or equine conservation groups, and the
general public. If applications are not received from individuals representing these
groups, or if the Board otherwise determines that the applicants are not appropriate for
the committee, individuals from the other groups may be selected instead. The sixth
member of the committee shall be a non-voting member in the 10", 11", or 12™ grade
[from-the-student-body-of the Clark-Ceunty sehoeldistriet] but, if the board cannot find a
member of the student body to appoint, the sixth member shall be a voting member
chosen from the general public. The members of the committee shall serve at the
pleasure of the [b]Board.

10.20.060 Duities.

The Clark County animal advisory committee shall have and exercise the following
duties:

(A) Act in an advisory capacity to the board of county commissioners in the review
and development of rules, regulations and ordinances for the care and control of
animals in the county;

(B) Study and make recommendations regarding the acquisition and provision of
services and facilities for the care and control of animals by the county, including
mechanisms to fund low-cost spay/neuter clinics;

(C) Study and make recommendations regarding cooperation between the county,
other government entities, veterinarians, professional animal handlers, animal owners
and humane groups in the care and control of animals;
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(D) Study and make recommendations regarding the preparation and compilation of
data and reports relative to animal care including, at a minimum, animal population
and care and control in the county;

(E) Meet at least once a year with fellow animal advisory committee members to
develop regional ordinances with regard to spay/neuter plans, [feral-lcommunity cat
caretakers, overpopulation problems, and educational programs for the public,
including schools;

(F) Act on behalf of the county to determine dangerous and vicious animal case|s]
appeals;

(G) In its discretion, may form an ad hoc advisory committee to create education
forums, public service announcements and newsletters to inform students about

animal laws and to gather input on how to best educate students about
responsibilities of pet ownership; and

(H) Perform such additional duties involving care and control of animals as may be
delegated by the board of county commissioners.

SECTION 9. Title 10, Chapter 10.24, is amended in part to read as follows:

10.24.010 Impounding dogs and [eats—|ferrets and pet rabbits and potbellied pigs
priclatingregilations—Release-procedure].

Every dog or cat or ferret or pet rabbit or potbellied pig found running at large, or without
a numbered vaccination tag, owner identification tag[;] or [a-]Jmicrochip as required by
this [t]Title, or in violation of any [s]Section of this [t]Title, shall be subject to
impoundment by the animal control officer at the animal shelter and, if impounded, shall
be kept at the animal shelter for a period of at least 72[}]_hours if not sooner released to
its owner. The foregoing does not but the following does apply to cats. If an owner
comes to reclaim his animal [at-the-end-ef-the72-heurperied] with insufficient proof of
ownership, the owner must leave a ten dollar deposit and will be given an additional
twenty-four hours to provide sufficient proof of ownership, and the animal shall not be
euthanized during that twenty-four-hour period. Notwithstanding any provision of this
Title to the contrary, an impounded animal may be euthanized at any time if severely
injured, diseased, or suffering.

No dog or cat or ferret or pet rabbit or potbellied pig so impounded shall be released if
the ownership of the dog or cat or ferret or pet rabbit or potbellied pig is proven within
that period of time as specified in_this Section except where there has been a
performance of the following conditions:

(@) If the [ew ;
is sterilized, or the owner has obtalned a current exemptlon from stenllzatlon for the
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animal, the owner shall be able to remove it upon the payment of [a-microchip-fee-and ]
an impound charge of twenty-five dollars for the first confinement, fifty dollars for the
second confinement, and one hundred dollars for the third and any subsequent
confinement thereafter. Proof of sterilization must be provided if requested by the

anlmal control offlcer or anlmal shelter[l;liteen—d&laps—shan—be—apphed—teward—the

issuanee:] Fees coIIected for impounds of doqs and cats and ferrets and pet rabbits

and potbellied pigs shall be held by the county in a special fund for the purpose of
providing assistance for not for profit animal welfare programs.

(b) If the dog or cat or ferret or pet rabbit or potbellied pig is not sterilized, or the owner
has not obtained a current exemption from sterilization for the animal, or the owner fails
to provide adequate proof of sterilization to the animal control officer or animal shelter,
the owner shall be able to remove it upon the sterilization of the animal with payment to
the animal shelter for such service and payment of an impound fee of one hundred
dollars for the first confinement and two hundred dollars for subsequent confinements.
Fees collected for impounds of dogs and cats and ferrets and pet rabbits and potbellied
pigs shall be held by the county in a special fund for the purpose of providing assistance
for not for profit animal welfare programs.

(c)[k)]_The owner shall pay [Payment-of]a board charge of ten dollars for each twenty-
four hours or portion thereof for the maintenance of the impounded animal.

[{e)](d) The owner shall provide proof of a current rabies vaccination tag for dogs and
cats and ferrets or he shall pay the anlmal shelter for a vaccmatlon taq [—GH-FFGHI—GWHGF

(e) The owner shall provide proof that the dog or cat or ferret or pet rabbit or potbellied
pig has been implanted with a microchip identification device or he shall pay the animal
shelter for the microchip and implantation.

[€eh] (f) When an officer takes possession of an animal, he shall give to the owner, if the
owner _can be found, a notice containing a written statement of the reasons for the
taking, the location where the animal will be cared for and sheltered, and the fact that
there is a lien on the animal for the cost of shelter and care. If the owner is not present
at the taking and the officer cannot find the owner after a reasonable search, he shall
post the notice on the property from which he takes the animal. If the identity and
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address of the owner is later determined, the animal shelter will document that at least
three personal attempts were made to notify the owner.

10.24.020 [Reserved-]Impounding other than dogs and cats and ferrets and pet rabbits
and potbellied pigs.

Any animal, except dogs or cats or ferrets or pet rabbits or potbellied pigs, at large or
not restrained as herein provided, or any animal not kept as required pursuant to any
Title of this code, shall be subject to impoundment, and if impounded, shall be kept at
the animal shelter, or as otherwise provided by law and contract, for a period of at least
72 hours, within which time if the ownership of the animal is proven and the owner calls
for it, he shall be able to remove the animal upon payment of the following charges:

(a) Large animal charges for animals weighing one hundred pounds or more

(1) The owner _shall be able to remove the animal upon the payment of an
impound charge of fifty dollars for the first confinement, one hundred dollars for
the second confinement, and two _hundred dollars for the third and subsequent
confinements.

(2) The owner shall pay a boarding charge of twenty-five dollars for each twenty-
four hours or portion thereof for maintenance of the impounded animal

(b) Small animal charges for animals weighing less than one hundred pounds

(1) The owner shall be able to remove the animal upon the payment of an
impound charge of fifteen dollars for the first confinement, thirty dollars for the
second confinement, and sixty dollars for the third and subseguent confinements.

(2) The owner shall pay a boarding charge of ten dollars for each twenty-four
hours or portion thereof for maintenance of the impounded animal.

(c) When an officer takes possession of an animal, he shall give to the owner, if the
owner _can be found, a notice containing a written statement of the reasons for the
taking, the location where the animal will be cared for and sheltered, and the fact that
there is a lien on the animal for the cost of shelter and care. If the owner is not present
at the taking and the officer cannot find the owner after a reasonable search, he shall
post the notice on the property from which he takes the animal. If the identity and
address of the owner is later determined, the animal shelter will document that at least

three personal attempts were made to notify the owner.
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10.24.080 Release of unclaimed [degs;-and-cats-and-small] animals.

(a) Any [degercat-orsmall-]lanimal impounded, as provided in this [t]Title, shall be kept
a minimum term provided for by Sections 10.24.010 and 10.24.020[efseventy-twe

heurs] and, if unclaimed by the owner within such term, [sevenrty-twe-hours-such-dog-of
cat-may| the animal shall be released to and become the property of the contracted
animal shelter. The foregoing shall not be construed to prevent the animal shelter from
giving the animal to its prior owner. [H—is—preferable—that{|Rescue organizations
including the contracted animal shelter may rescue animals that originated in
unincorporated Clark County from the contracted animal shelter for no fee other than for
a_rabies vaccination, sterilization, and microchip, if needed. The director of the
contracted animal shelter or the director's designee will make the final determination on
the release of animals. If the ownership of [a-deg-ereat-]an animal is not proven and if

such animal [deg-ereat-]is not released as set forth herein, such [deg-ercat-orsmall

Janimal may be destroyed in a humane manner.

(b) Except as provided hereafter, [Alany animal impounded as provided in this [t]Title
which has bitten a human being shall not be made available for adoption. Attempts to
determine animal aggression may be considered by the contracted animal shelter. Upon
consultation with the Chief of Animal Control or his designee the contracted animal
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shelter may release an animal for adoption with the disclosure of the bite to any new
owner, provided it has not shown signs of rabies.

(c) The Clark County animal shelter or their designated contractor shall not knowingly
release any animal to any person [whe-]if the person, or any of its agents or principals
or_his or her cohabitants, intends to use the animal for experimental, laboratory, [eF
Jvivisection,_fighting, or cruel purposes, or is being prosecuted for, or has been
convicted of, animal cruelty or its equivalent violation in any jurisdiction, except as
provided for in Section 10.32.020. Upon a request by a rescue organization the names
and addresses of any person, agent, principal, or cohabitant of the same may be
released.

10.24.090 Conditions for release of impounded dog or cat or ferret or pet rabbit or
potbellied pit.

With the exception of community cats [N]Jno dog or cat or ferret or pet rabbit or
potbellied pig so impounded shall be released to any person unless the animal has
been spayed or neutered, vaccinated against rabies (if applicable), and [been
Jimplanted with a microchip and there has been a performance of the following
conditions:

(a) Payment of charges and fees: There has been paid to the animal control officer all

impound, board, [adeption,—vaceination,-spay-and-nedter-Jand other charges and fees
required by this [t]Title.

(b) Proof of vaccination: Proof has been shown to the satisfaction of the animal
control officer that such dog or cat or ferret has been vaccinated with rabies vaccine
within the time periods according to the other requirements as prescribed in this title[;
ora-voucherwas-obtained-forthe-costof vaceination].

(c) Inspection for rabies: The animal control officer has determined that such dog or
cat or ferret does not have or is not reasonably suspected of having rabies.

(d) Release of dog or cat or ferret: After the dog or cat or ferret has been vaccinated|;
or-thefee-forvaccination-has-been-paid,-]Jand if all the conditions of this chapter have
been satisfied, the animal control officer shall release such dog or cat or ferret to the
person keeping, harboring or having such dog or cat or ferret or to the person making
application for the release of such dog or cat or ferret.

(e) Suspicions of rabies and release: If the animal control officer suspects that any
dog or cat or ferret so impounded has rabies, he shall hold such dog or cat or ferret
for inspection by a veterinarian. In the event that such veterinarian shall determine
that such dog or cat or ferret is afflicted with rabies, it shall be disposed of or confined
for such time as the health officer shall direct. Whenever the veterinarian shall
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determine that such dog or cat or ferret does not have rabies, it shall be released in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

10.24.120 Requlation Hold

An animal involved in a pending legal case may be directed to be held by the contracted
animal shelter. Once an animal has been received into the custody of the contracted
animal shelter, the animal shelter may keep the animal with any group or individual
bound to the animal shelter by contractual agreement for the care of the animal, and the
animal shall be considered to be under the animal shelter's control as impounded. This
Section shall not be construed to remove an owner’s obligation to claim an animal as
provided for by Section 10.24.010 before transfer of ownership pursuant to Section
10.24.080.

SECTION 9. Title 10, Chapter 10.28, is amended in part to read as follows:

10.28.010 Quarantine authority generally.

The health officer may, by public notice and proclamation, quarantine any animal in any
area under Clark County jurisdiction where he finds rabies or other disease to exist.
During such quarantine period and until public notice of its termination has been given
by the health officer, each animal in that area must be securely confined by its owner.
All such designated animals found at large in that area during such period may be
impounded, quarantined, or destroyed at the order of the health officer in accordance
with the provisions of this [e]Chapter. The report and guarantine of biting animals, as
provided hereafter, shall apply to any rabies susceptible animal located in Clark County
within the ten days following a bite, regardless of jurisdiction wherein the bite took place.

SECTION 10. Title 10, Chapter 10.30, is amended in part to read as follows:

10.30.140 Separating animal from mother.

A retailer, dealer, breeder or operator shall not separate an animal from its mother until
it is eight weeks of age or until the animal is accustomed to taking food as nourishment
other than by nursing, whichever date is later, unless medically necessary.  No piglet
weighing less than eight pounds may be sold, rehomed, or gifted, unless medically

necessary.

10.30.170 Premises inspection.
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Every person, firm or corporation, required to obtain any permit under the provisions of
this Chapter shall permit their premises to be inspected by the animal control officer at
all reasonable times.

10.30.180 Compliance with Section 10.08 required.

A retailer, dealer, breeder or operator shall comply with the sterilization, vaccination,
and tagging requirements in Section 10.08 inclusive.

SECTION 11. Title 10, Chapter 10.32, is amended in part to read as follows:

10.32.010 Abandonment.

It is unlawful for any person owning, possessing or having the care, custody, and control
of any animal, living or dead, to abandon the same in a public place or upon the private
property of himself or another. A community cat released to the location where it was
trapped per Chapter 10.06 is not considered to be abandoned.

10.32.020 Taking possession of animal being treated cruelly.

(A) The animal control officer or any police officer in the county while on duty shall, upon
discovering any animal which is being treated cruelly, take possession of and impound
it] e it i =
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(B) If the owner of an animal impounded under this Section attempts to claim the

animal within the time prescribed by Section 10.24.010 or 10.24.020, before releasing
the animal to the owner, the contracted animal shelter shall immediately consult the
animal control officer for the purpose of compliance with Section 10.24.080 (c). If the
owner _elects to claim the animal and animal control elects to prosecute for animal
cruelty, compliance with the following conditions is required:

(1) The owner shall have an additional seventy-two hours before the animal
becomes the property of the animal shelter to file a petition with a court of
competent jurisdiction for release of the animal subject to such conditions the
court deems prudent, or for the owner to post a bond or security with animal
control or the animal shelter in an amount sufficient to provide for the animal's
care for a minimum of thirty days from the seizure date for continued impound at
the animal shelter.

(2) If the animal shelter still has custody of the animal when the bond or security
expires, the animal shall become the animal shelter's property unless a court of
competent jurisdiction orders an alternative disposition. If a court order prevents
the animal shelter from assuming ownership and the animal shelter, or its agent,
continues to care for the animal, the court shall order the owner to renew a bond
or security for the continuing costs for the animal's care.

10.32.040 Injurious material.

It is unlawful for any person to [witulhy—and-unjustifiablylknowingly leave, throw, drop,
place, or cause to be placed upon any public place, or upon the private property of

himself or another, any glass, nails, pieces of metal or other material calculated or likely
to wound or injure any animal.

10.32.070 Vehicle confinement—Rescue [impoeundment].

(A) Any animal control officer, firefighter, paramedic, or police officer in the county[;
while—en-duty;] who finds an animal in a motor vehicle under such conditions as may
endanger the health or well-being of such animal due to heat, cold, lack of food or drink
or such other circumstances as may be reasonably expected to cause suffering,
disability or death is authorized to use reasonable force to remove the animal from the
vehicle.

(B) [N
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{©)-]A[r—officer—]person _specified in_Subsection 10.32.070(A) who seizes an animal
pursuant to this [s]Section is not liable for any action arising out of the taking or humane
destruction of the animal.

10.32.130 Depriving of sustenance, shelter or medical care.

It is unlawful to deprive any animal of adequate sustenance, feed, water, or shelter, or
expose to the elements of the weather and to the extremes of heat or cold, or refuse to
obtain veterinarian medical care for illness, injury, disease or infirmity, or willfully
instigate, engage in, or in any way further an act of cruelty to any animal, or any act to
produce such cruelty.

10.32.135 Animals kept outdoors.

(a) When the National Weather Service issues [an—excessive—heat-warhing] a heat

advisory, [degs—and—eats—|animals must be provided with supplemental cooling to
adequately reduce the temperature to a normal range for the species.

(b) When the outdoor temperature is above eighty-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit, animals
must have enough shade at all times to protect themselves from any direct sunlight that
is likely to cause overheating or discomfort.

(c) When the outdoor temperature is below fifty (50) degrees Fahrenheit, animals must
be provided an additional amount of clean bedding or other protection to keep the
animal warm.

10.32.140 Enclosures and restraints.

(a) It is unlawful to confine or overcrowd, including stacking, an animal in any cage,
coop, crate, box or any enclosure in a cruel or inhumane manner, or so as to produce
torture.

(b) It [shalfurtherbe-]is_unlawful to restrict any animal by leash, cord, or chain of a
length which causes cruelty or torture to the animal.

(c) It [shaltbe Jis unlawful to tether, tie, chain or use other restraint on a dogl[;] for longer
than [feurteen—]ten hours during a twenty-four-hour period. Any tether, tie, chain or
other restraint used on a dog must be at least twelve feet long. Dogs tied to a stationary
object must have a restraint that allows the dog to move at least twelve feet. Dogs tied
on trolleys or pulleys must be able to move a total of at least twelve feet.

SECTION 12. Title 10, Chapter 10.36, is amended in part to read as follows:
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Chapter 10.36 NOISE, WASTE, RESTRAINT, SANITATION, [STRAY] AND DEAD
ANIMALS

10.36.040 Restraint and sanitation.

(a) No person owning or having possession of any animal_other than a cat, shall cause,
permit or allow the animal to stray, run or in any manner be at large.

(b) Every person who is the owner of any unsterilized dog or cat as permitted by
Chapter 10.08, and keeps the same upon his premises under his control, shall keep
the animal restrained by a fence, cage, coop, chain, leash or other adequate means
so that the unsterilized dog or cat shall not leave or escape from the premises upon
which it shall be kept.

(c) No person shall keep any such animal unless its living area is kept clean and free
from offensive odors, animal wastes, rodents, flies, or any other offensive or
unwholesome conditions.
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10.36.070 Disposal of dead animals.

Any dead doq, cat, ferret, pet rabbit, or potbellied pig that is picked up by Animal Control
or the Department of Public Works or its disposal contractor shall not be disposed of in
any trash or landfill and shall be scanned for an owner identification tag and microchip
identification device and shall be delivered to the contracted animal shelter. If an owner
identification tag or microchip exists, Animal Control or the Department of Public Works
or its disposal contractor shall notify the Receiving staff at the contracted animal shelter
and that staff will make all reasonable attempts to contact and notify the owner. Animals
with an owner identification tag or microchip must be held for at least 24 hours for the
owner to reclaim.

SECTION 13. Title 18 is amended to add a new Chapter 18.30:
Chapter 18.30 Animals on County property.

18.30.010 Prohibition and Exceptions.

1. Except as provided in Subsection 2, it is unlawful and prohibited to injure, Kill,
capture, or release and leave any animal on real property owned or leased by the
County; to remove therefrom any animal for which the person is not the lawful owner or
custodian; or to attempt any such activity. In unincorporated Clark County, such a
violation shall be a misdemeanor, enforceable by any peace officer or an Animal Control
Officer. A person found to be in violation of this provision in any incorporated portion of
the county shall be subject to trespass for failing to adhere to this prohibition, and may
also be subject to prosecution for violation of any other controlling local, State or
Federal law.

2. The forgoing shall not apply to any person lawfully hunting or fishing pursuant to a
valid license or permit; a person employed or contracted by the County, its designee, or
by other State, local or Federal agency for such purpose; a person granted written
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permission, including by signage, from the County Manager, Director of Parks and
Recreation, Director of Real Property Management, Director of Aviation, or their
designees in _consideration of the public and private benefits and detriments of such
action; and any person _conducting such activity out of necessity privileged as an
affirmative defense for the protection of life and property.

3. As used in this section, “animal,” includes every living creature that is not a human
being. Without limitation, the term includes every sort of mammal, fish, reptile,
amphibian, bird, insect and other invertebrate, regardless of whether they are
considered pests or vermin, but excludes plants, fungi and single celled creatures.

SECTION 14. Title 30, Chapter 30.08, Section 30.08.030 of the Clark County
Code, is amended as follows:

Exotic “Exotic Animal” means any animal, which is not a household pet,
Animal domesticated livestock, or an animal normally raised for human

consumption.

Household |“Household Pet” means a tame or domesticated animal ordinarily permitted
Pets in_the house and kept for company or pleasure. The term includes non-
venomous reptiles and amphibians of species which typically reach not more
than fifteen (15) feet in length, nor one hundred fifty (150) pounds, when fully
grown. The term does not include any domesticated livestock or an animal
normally raised for human consumption.

SECTION 15. If any section of this ordinance or portion thereof is for any reason
held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall
not invalidate the remaining parts of this ordinance.

SECTION 16. All ordinances, parts of ordinances, chapters, sections,
subsections, clauses, phrases or sentences contained in the Clark County Code in
conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 17. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its
passage and the publication thereof by title only, together with the names of the County
Commissioners voting for or against its passage, in a newspaper published in and
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having a general circulation in Clark County, Nevada, at least once a week for a period
of two (2) weeks.

PROPOSEDonthe _ dayof , 2015.
PROPOSED BY:
PASSED onthe  day of 2015.
AYES:

NAYS:

ABSTAINING:
ABSENT:

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA

BY:

Steve Sisolak, Chairman

ATTEST:
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LYNN GOYA, County Clerk
This ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after

the day of , 2015.
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