
  
Laughlin Town Advisory Board 

REGIONAL GOVERNMENT CENTER 
101 CIVIC WAY 

LAUGHLIN, NEVADA 89029 
(702) 298-0828 

FAX (702) 298-6132 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

LAUGHLIN TOWN ADVISORY BOARD 
 

      March 12, 2013 
1:30 P.M. 

 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT CENTER 

101 CIVIC WAY, LAUGHLIN, NEVADA 
  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: James Vincent, Chair 
    Fred Doten, Vice-Chair 
    Roger Burtraw       

   Candice FitzGerald 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
OTHERS PRESENT:  25 Guests Signed In 
     
 

Judge Tim Atkins, Laughlin Justice Court, 
in and for Clark County, Nevada, 

to swear in new Laughlin Town Advisory Board member 
Ralph V. Stevens 

to the Laughlin Town Advisory Board to  serve terms 
that will end on January 6, 2015. 

 
James Vincent announced that Ralph Stevens declined the appointment and he was 
not sworn in to the Laughlin Town Advisory Board. 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Please turn off all cell phones, pagers & other electronic devices. 
 
Please take all private conversations outside the room.  

 
A. Conformance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law. 
 
B. Invocation led by the Pastor Doug Westly and Pledge of Allegiance led by Fred Doten 
 
C.  Items on the agenda may be taken out of order. 
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D. The Laughlin Town Advisory Board may combine two or more agenda items for 

consideration. 
 
E. The Laughlin Town Advisory Board may remove an item from the agenda or delay 
 discussion relating to an item at any time. 

 
 
2. ORGANIZATIONAL ITEMS 
 
 A.  Approval of the March 12, 2013 Agenda.      
              For Possible Action 
 
  Fred Doten moved Candice FitzGerald seconded to approve as presented the March 12, 

2013, Laughlin Town Advisory Board Agenda.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried 4-0. 
 
 

B.  Approval of February 12, 2013 Minutes.      
            For Possible Action 

 
 Fred Doten moved Roger Burtraw seconded to approve as presented the February 12, 
 2013Town Advisory Board Minutes.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried 4-0.    
 
  
C. Review a draft of the 2013-2014 ByLaws of the Laughlin Town Advisory Board for possible 

adoption at the April 9, 2013 meeting of the Laughlin Town Advisory Board, discuss and 
introduce recommended changes of the 2013-2014 Laughlin Town Advisory Board ByLaws, 
and take any action deemed appropriate. 

            For Possible Action 
 

  Fred Doten stated his concern was who can sit on the committees and do they have to be  
  a resident of Laughlin? 
 
  Fred Doten provided the following suggested changes; 
 

Paragraph L.  Add the following as a last sentence to this paragraph.  “Alternate 
members shall have a voice during committee meetings but shall not have a vote 
unless setting for an absent member. 
Renumber paragraph M as paragraph O 
Add a New paragraph M which states: “All members and alternate members of 
Standard and/or special committees shall meet the same residency standards as 
LTAB members and as defined in Article III, A. 
Add new paragraph N which States: “Within Laughlin there are various non-profit 
agencies and other type agencies serving the Laughlin Township that have special 
skills or attributes that enhance the functionality of standing or special committees.  
The LTAB may grant the President or his/her duly appointed representative of these 
entities special disposition to sit as an alternate member of a standing or special 
committee without meeting the residency standards of paragraph M. These type 
alternate members shall have a voice but not a vote on committee business. 

   
Jackie Brady asked if the Board was requesting two different types of alternate members 
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and suggested using ‘ex officio’ member with out voting privileges.  
  

  James Vincent moved to hold till April 9, 2013 and have Fred Doten draft the new  
  wording  
  Fred Doten seconded the motion, motion carried 4-0 
 
 
3. COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC:   This is a period devoted to comments by the 

general public about items on this agenda.   If you wish to speak to the Board about items 
within its jurisdiction but not appearing on this agenda, you must wait until the “Comments by 
the General Public” period listed at the end of this agenda.   Comments will be limited to three 
(3) minutes.   Please step up to the speaker’s podium, clearly state your name and address and 
spell your last name for the record.   If any member of the Board wishes to extend the length of 
a presentation, this will be done by the Chair, or the Board by majority vote.   The Board 
retains the discretion to take additional public comments during times other than during a 
Public Hearing or during the Public Comment Sessions.   In all other instances, a citizen may 
speak on any matter before the Board for consideration, after receiving recognition and 
consent of the Chairman of the Board. 

  
 
4. PUBLIC SAFETY AGENCY REPORTS 
 
 A. LV Metro Police, Laughlin Substation Report:                   Lt. Brian Evans, Commander 
    

 February 2013 Statistics:    
  Calls for Service:  341, a 4.92% increase from January 2012 
  Traffic Citations:  309 
  DUI’s:  4 
  Battery Domestic Violence Arrests:  6 
  Bookings:   50    
  Juvenile Citations: 9 
   
         
  B.  Nevada Highway Patrol, Department of Public Safety Report:        Sergeant Novelt Mack  
   
  Sgt Mack advised the concealed weapons permits from Arizona are not recognized in  
  Nevada.  
  A non-residents weapons permit is available for Nevada. 
   
  OHV registration is required in Nevada. Registration is done with a licensed dealer and  
  the closest dealer is in Las Vegas.  
 
  Jackie Brady asked how the people of Laughlin get their OHV inspected & registered  
  and Sgt Mack said they would have to tow their vehicle to Las Vegas. 
             
  Sgt. Mack did advise that they are working on providing inspection and registration in  
  this area for OHV. 
  Tim Atkins asked how the new law will enforced in the future.  
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  It was suggested by James Vincent that a State employee handle the inspections and  
  registrations in rural areas.  
 
  February Statistics:  
  4 accidents, 1 injury and 3 property damage 
  313 traffic citations 
  2 DUI’s arrest 
  13 Warrants 
   85 stranded motorist 
   
       

C. Clark County Fire Department:                Greg Cassell-Battalion Chief 
 No report  
        
 

5. COMMUNITY REPORTS: 
 
A. Clark County Water Reclamation Dist. Report:          Jake Jacobson, Assistant 

Manager  
 Laughlin Services 
             February 2013 Statistics:   
             Wastewater Treated: 1.76 MGD   
 Wastewater Flows: Flow increase 100,000 gallons per day from this time last year.  
 Complaints:  0     
 Call Before You Dig: 14 
 
  
B. Big Bend Water District (LVVWD) Report:          Jordan Bunker, Public Services 
 
 Jordan Bunker was unable to attend and James Vincent read the report. 
 
 The water system remains stable with no major leaks or breaks with the service system.  
  
    
C. Bullhead City Report:      Brenda Richardson, Senior Administrative Analyst 
 No report   
 
 
D. Clark County Laughlin Senior Center Report:                Trey Smith, Recreation Specialist 
  No Report 
 
 
E. Laughlin Chamber of Commerce:          Connie Davis, Executive Director 
 No Report  
  
 
 
 
 
F. Laughlin Library,              Mario Aguilar, Branch Manager 
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 Mario Aguilar reported the Library had a great month.  
 This weekend March 16, 2013 there is a book sale. Starting at 10am and will run till  

  5pm. 
 The Library will start showing movies for children and adults.  
 There is a huge lineup for the summer. 
 
  
G.  University of Nevada Cooperative Extension:    Debbie Marcusson, Extension 

Educator 
   
 1.) She will be working with Fred Doten and the American Legion to start the   

  community Garden and start purchasing materials.  
 
 2.) Start interviewing 5 candidates for the 4-H program.  
 
 3.) GROW Healthy Kids and communities. Generating Rural Options for Weight-Healthy 

   kids and Communities, in partnership with University of Nevada Reno 
Cooperative    Extension Services, seeks to affect community change by exploring 
features in the    community that make it easy or difficult for adults and children to eat 
healthfully and be    physically active.  

 Last  month meeting was canceled due to an illness so it has been re-scheduled for this  
  Friday March 15, 2013 at 11am  

 We need 12-15 or more volunteers of all ages to help with this program. 
   
 
H. Bennett Elementary School:                                Dawn Estes, Principal 
   
 Dawn Estes reported the current enrollment is 325 students, last year at this time Bennett 

   Elementary was at 323, the enrollment has been maintained.  
  
 Thanked Sgt. Mack for helping with the Backpack program. 
 Thanked the Metro Volunteers for helping with the busses each morning.  
 Thanked Lt. Evans for the increased visibility on campus. 
 The Rotary Club awarded the staff $3800 in mini grants, so we are very thankful to the  

  Rotary Club and the community of Laughlin. 
 
 
I.  Laughlin Boys & Girls Club:                              Chelsie Jones, Branch 
 
 Currently we have the afterschool program everyday from 2pm 6pm.  
 
 For Martin Lutheran King Day there was a unity walk with the Laughlin and the  

  Bullhead City Boys & Girls club, Laughlin Key Club and some associates from Kohl’s  
  Department store.   
  There was a series of activities for Black History month.  
    
  The Boys & Girls club had an appreciation dinner and the kid of the year program.  
  The Boys and girl club will be at the Laughlin Egg Hunt to paint faces.    
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6. COMMUNITY PROJECTS AND CONCERNS: 

 
A. Announce 2013 Laughlin Citizen of the Year and present a plaque and Proclamation in 
 recognition of community service.                         No Action 
  

  Due to un-foreseen reasons the presentation of Citizen of the Year is delayed until  
  The April 9, 2013 LTAB meeting 
 

B.  Receive a report from Steven De Stefano, Republic Services on the new recycle   
  trash program.                   No Action 

  
Steven De Stefano provided some history of the trash services and what the   

  percentage of recyclable trash is for the area.  
   
 He also explained the benefits of recycling and how it helps the community.  
 
 Steven De Stefano provided 3 different sized trash containers and explained why  

   there are different sizes.  
 There is also a bulk day every other week for items that won’t fit in the containers.  
  
 Republic service will mail out a welcome packet with the dates and information   

  to the residents. 
 
 Herm Walker asked what the procedure was for Condo’s and apartments.  
 Steven De Stefano stated Condos and apartments are considered commercial and  

   the decision is left to the businesses.  
 

Ken Cooper asked about plastic bags, it was explained plastic bags are not   
  recyclable for this service but was suggested to reuse the bags at the local grocery  
   stores. 

  
 American Legion offered a staging area to Republic services when the    

  trash/recycle containers arrive.  
 
  
C. Discuss SENATE BILL NO. 119 and take any action deemed appropriate.   

               For Possible 
Action 

 
 James Vincent provided a brief history of this Senate Bill and asked Jackie   

  Brady to continue with the history.  
 
 Jackie Brady Provided an in-depth history and discussion of Senate Bill 119. 
  
 Herm Walker Laughlin, NV stated he contacted the Legislator 3 different times   

  and 3 times he was told the bill was dead. The bill has not been withdrawn so the   
  bill is not dead and could be approved at the last minute.  

 
  Mr. Walker encourages the Town Board to take a vote to approach the    
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  Government affairs committee and voice an objection and express their    
  opposition for this Senate Bill.  

  
 James Vincent read a letter in opposition of the Senate Bill by Peter W. Gorrie a  

  Laughlin resident.  
 
 Fred Doten and Roger Burtraw both expressed their concern regarding this bill   

  and are both opposed to the Senate Bill being passed.  
 
 James Vincent continued the discussion and stated this bill is not beneficial to   

  the Town of Laughlin and all this bill does is secure and ties up the funds.  
  
 James Vincent would like a motion to send three letters. One letter sent to   

  Senator Joe Hardy stating that this bill has been discussed at the Laughlin Town  
   Advisory Board meeting and the LTAB has determined this Senate bill 119 would 
   not be  beneficial to the residents of Laughlin and request that the bill be  
    withdrawn from consideration and not move forward.  

 
 Copy this letter to Nevada Senate Committee on Government Affairs, and a copy  

   to Senate Financial Committee.  
 
 Fred Doten seconded this motion, motion passed unanimously 4-0 
 
 
D. Nominate and Appoint Laughlin Town Advisory Board member Ralph Stevens as Co-Chair
 to Parks & Recreation Standing Committee and take any other action deemed appropriate.
                For Possible 
Action 

  No action taken.  
 

E. Consider appointment of Charles M. Minerman to the Public Safety Committee, and take 
any action deemed appropriate.         For Possible Action 

 
  Charles Minerman introduced himself to the board and gave a brief history of his  
  qualifications and his philosophy.  
   
  Candice FitzGerald moved to appoint Charles Minerman to the Public Safety committee; 
  James Vincent seconded the motion, motion passed 4-0 
 
 

F. Consider appointment of Michael Bekoff to the Community Development Committee, and 
take any action deemed appropriate.        For Possible Action 

 
 James Vincent moved to appoint Michael Bekoff  to the Community Development 
 committee, but due to a possible cooling off period the motion will be held till April 9, 
 2013 LTAB meeting when addition information can be obtained.  

 
 

G. Discuss new state law that went into effect on January 1, requiring boaters to purchase an 
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) decal prior to operating their vessels in Nevada waters and 
take any action deemed appropriate.                   For Possible 
Action 

 
 James Vincent provided information regarding the AIS program and the cost of the 
 purchasing a decal. 
 He also voiced his concern on how this would impact the tourism for the area and 
 how it  would be enforced. 
 Sam Madrano provided additional information and concerns and suggested 
 recommendations and implementations   for AB 128. 
 He stated the main purpose of this law is the education of the Aquatic Invasive  Species.  
 Sam Madrano suggested writing a letter in support but exempting any state that already has 
 an AIS education program in place. 
  
 James Vincent moved to send a letter to the Natural Resource Committee to amend AB 128 
 to exempt any state that already has an AIS Education program in place.  
 Fred Doten Seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously 4-0 
 
 

7.  ZONING; 
 

A. PREVIOUS ZONING ACTIONS:       None 
 
 Previous Zoning Actions.  (For additional information see Clark County web site on the Internet at    
 http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/Depts/public_communications/Pages/Agendas.aspx, then go to  
 NOFA (Notice of Final Action) on the month and date the item was heard and look for the item 

number (i.e. UC-0000-11). To hear the audio minutes go the Clark County Website at: 
http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/depts/admin_services/laughlin/Pages/LaughlinTownAdvisory
Board.aspx 

 
 

B. CURRENT ZONING ACTIONS:  
  

 1. UC-0075-13 – BAYSHORE SUITES, LLC: 
             USE PERMIT for an assisted living facility. 
 DESIGN REVIEW for an assisted living facility in conjunction with an existing motel on 

3.3 acres in an H-1 (Limited Resort and Apartment) Zone in the MUD-1 Overlay District.  
Generally located on the south side of Casino Drive, 2,700 feet east of Needles Highway 
within Laughlin.  To the PC on  04/02/13        For Possible Action 

 
 Held per applicant until further notice 
 
 

2. DR-0100-12 (WC-0018-13) – RB PROPERTIES, INC: 
WAIVER OF CONDITIONS of a final grading plan for hillside development requiring full 
off-site improvements in conjunction with an existing tavern on 6.2 acres in a C-2 (General 
Commercial) Zone in the MUD-3 Overlay District.  Generally located on the north side of 
Needles Highway and the west side of Casino Drive (alignment) within Laughlin.   
To the BCC on 04/03/2013           For Possible Action 
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Joe Thomason Las Vegas, NV is here to represent the applicant RB Properties. He 
provided the history of the property and why RB properties are requesting to have a 
waiver of conditions.  
 
Fred Doten motioned to deny the request James Vincent seconded the motion 
for denial.  
Candice FitzGerald and Roger Burtraw both voted to approve the request.  
Vote failed due to tie vote 2-2 
 
A second motion by James Vincent to approve the request with deed restrictions 
for the entire frontage. Candice FitzGerald seconded the motion. 
 
Fred Doten and Roger Burtraw denied the motion. Vote Failed. 2-2 
 
Vote failed due to two votes for approval two votes for denial for the deferment of 
sidewalks along the property frontage.  
New motion for approval with conditions for deed restriction for the entire 
frontage. Vote failed due to two votes for approval and two votes for denial.  
 

 
  

Zoning Appeal Process:   Planning Commission and Board of County Commission meetings are both held at the Clark County Government Center, Commission Chambers, 
500 S. Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, NV  89155-1841.   Planning Commission  Meetings are scheduled on the first & third Tuesdays of each month and the following 
Thursdays at 7:00 PM.   Board of County Commissioners Zoning Meetings are scheduled on Wednesdays at 9:00 AM following the first & third Tuesdays of each month.   If 
you appeal a Planning Commission action, you must be present at the Board of County Commissioners meeting to present your appeal.   Appeals are made by filling out a 
“Filing An Appeal” form, available from the Department of Comprehensive Planning,    Current Planning Division.   You may call Current Planning at (702) 455-4314 to 
request the form.   Once in the automated phone system, press Option #2, listen closely to the options and press Option #2 again.   This will connect you to a person who can 
help you  with the appeal form.   Once you have filled out the appeal form, fax it to (702) 455-3271, then call (702) 455-4314 to verify the appeal form was received and ask  
when it will be heard by the Board of County Commissioners.   Appeals must be done within five (5) judicial (business) days from the time the item was heard by the  
Planning Commission. 

  
  

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
A. Community Development:                           James Vincent - Co Chair  
 
    Trish Bleich was elected as Co-chair and Jim Maniaci was elected as secretary.  
             
 
B. Parks & Recreation:                               Vacant      
                                     
 James Vincent is working on pre-school participation.  
 The field trip the Mob Museum in Las Vegas was a huge success and the next field trip is 
 planned to the Museum of Natural History on March 20, 2013. 
 The annual Easter egg hunt is scheduled for Saturday March 30, 2013 at the Mountain View / 
 Spirit Mountain Park at 9am. 
 
 There is a movie in the park scheduled for March 15, 2013 
 
 Trey Smith Recreation Specialist was unable to attend but provided a report for additional 
 information for Park & Rec activities that was read by James Vincent.  
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C. Public Safety:      Candice FitzGerald - Co Chair 
  
 Tom Bartelmy was elected as citizen Co-Chair and Candice FitzGerald will stay on as 
 secretary.  
 There will not be a meeting in March.  
    
    
D. Public Works:               Fred Doten – Co-Chair 
 
 Fred Doten reported Shawn Escarzaga was re-elected as citizen Co-Chair and Fred 
 Doten said he would continue on as the secretary.  
 
 Republic service provided a report for the new re-cycle trash program. 
 
  Clark County Public Works will attend the next committee meeting on March 19, 
 2013 and will be available to answer questions.      
   
 Candice FitzGerald asked about the traffic study at Cougar Dr. and Bruce Woodbury. 
 Fred Doten said he would possibly have an answer next week.              
  
 
E. Social Services:             Roger Burtraw – Co-Chair  
 
 Roger Burtraw said they were unable to nominate and elect for Co-Chair and secretary 
 until the next committee meeting when it is put on the agenda. 
  
 
 We are working on the resource directory and hope to have it published by the end of the 
 year.     

  James Vincent said he had information of a Pharmacy in Bullhead City that makes 
 deliveries to Laughlin.  

 
 
9. COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC:   This is a period for the Public to comment on 

items within the jurisdiction of the Laughlin Town Advisory Board, but not appearing on this  
 agenda.   If any member of the Board wishes to extend the length of their comments, this will   
 be done by the Chairman, or the Board by majority vote. When speaking during a specific item 

or during the Public Comments sessions, please step up to the speaker’s podium, clearly state 
your name and address – please spell your name for the record – and limit your comments  

 to no more than three (3) minutes.   No vote may be taken on any matter not listed on the 
posted agenda.  

 Jim Maniaci Laughlin, NV asked if the LVVWD could provide a more detailed report.  
 
 Fred Doten asked what Jim Maniaci wanted specifically to see in the report, and Jim Maniaci said 

he would like to see the water usage.   
  
 Fred Doten asked James Vincent if there was any free open swim time for underprivileged children 
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in the area.  

 James Vincent provided contact information for Friends of the Park and how to raise mini grants 
for the children and provide free swimming times.  

 
 Deborah Murray provided an update on the Needles Hwy/ Davis Dam Rd slurry seal. 
 This is a 45 day project and the roads will not be closed during the seal.  
 
10. NEXT POSSIBLE MEETING DATE:   The next possible meeting date is Tuesday March 

26, and the next regular scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 9, 2013, at 1:30 P.M., Regional 
Government Center, 101 Civic Way, Laughlin, Nevada. Agenda items due no later than 
March 14, 2013, and March 28, 2013, respectively. 

 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT    
   
 Fred Doten moved Candice FitzGerald seconded to adjourn the meeting at 4:24 PM.  Upon 
 a voice vote, motion carried 4-0. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
These meeting minutes are in draft form and will be formally approved at the April 9, 2013 meeting.   Any 
corrections to these minutes will be reflected in the meeting minutes of the May 14, 2013 meeting. 
 
 
  


