REDISTRICTING

CLARK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
AS

STEWARDS OF THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
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Sierra Club - Southern Nevada Group

July 1, 2011

On behalf of the 2,000 local members of the Sierra Club’s Southern Nevada Group, it is an honor and a pleasure to provide you with information for consideration in the process of redistricting for the Clark County Commission.

Although we typically think of elected officials as representatives of their constituencies, we should not forget that they also serve as stewards of the natural environment within their jurisdictions. The current district lines are actually rather effective in sharing the responsibility for our county’s outdoor resources among six of the seven commissioners, as shown in Diagram 1 below:
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DIAGRAM 1
Of course, recreational enjoyment of the environment is only one aspect of the outdoors. Actually, the vast majority of the land in Clark County is undeveloped. Most of it belongs to the federal government and comes under the management of BLM, as shown in light orange in Diagram 2, below.
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DIAGRAM 2
Other large tracts of Clark County land are overseen by the U.S. Department of Defense (Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada Test Site, and the NAB Bombing/Gunnery Range, indicated in pink), the Fish and Wildlife Service (Desert National Wildlife Range, in dark green), the Forest Service (light green), the National Park Service (purple), the Bureau of Indian Affairs (dark orange), and the Nevada State Government (light blue).
Several additional preservation areas are under study, including the proposed Gold Butte NCA near the county’s northeast border with Arizona and the Tule Springs Fossil Bed National Monument along the Upper Las Vegas Wash.

The boundaries that separate all of these lands could be referred to in the process of redistricting, just as existing municipal boundaries might be taken into account within the urban center (see Diagram 3). 
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DIAGRAM 3
Within the urban center, there are numerous parks, play areas and washes that could be taken into account when selecting boundaries for redistricting. Washes, in particular, are the area’s only source of connected green spaces (an important function for urban wildlife) as well as important bike paths. There is also a proposed River Mountains Loop Trail that would circle the entire urban area, providing hiking and biking opportunities as shown in Diagram 4. It could be possible to drawn boundaries so that the trail passes through a majority of the districts 
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DIAGRAM 4

Another map which could be useful in the redistricting process is related to natural habitats. The U.S. Congress has designated 18 Wilderness Areas in Clark County. They are defined in the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002, as shown in red in Diagram 5 below.
Using the boundaries of these wilderness areas for redistricting and dividing responsibility for them among the commissioners would be one way of ensuring that they receive proper stewardship in the years ahead. These are, by and large, high altitude or remote regions with no human populations, protected by federal law.
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DIAGRAM 5 
DIAGRAM 6
Taking a look forward, there are also numerous areas that have been recommended for inclusion within the Clark County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan. They are indicated in Diagram 6. Although the redistricting process is based primarily on human populations, our county commissioners are ultimately responsible for policies that impact all species of life here. There should be an effort to include stewardship of every aspect of the natural environs within the thinking that draws the lines that make up the new district maps, so that we may continue to enjoy, explore and protect Clark County lands. 
Additional Resources:

http://www.wildnevada.org/clark-county.html
http://www.nevadawilderness.org/
http://heritage.nv.gov/
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/prog/more_programs/geographic_sciences/maps.html
http://www.nps.gov/lake/planyourvisit/nearbyattractions.htm
B – � HYPERLINK "http://parks.nv.gov/vf.htm" ��Valley of Fire State Park�,


� HYPERLINK "http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/Depts/comprehensive_planning/advanced_planning/Documents/NellisDunesPresentation.pdf" ��Las Vegas Dunes Recreation Area�,


� HYPERLINK "http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/depts/parks/Pages/clark-county-shooting-park.aspx" ��Clark County Shooting Range�





C – � HYPERLINK "http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Find/21180.htm" ��Floyd Lamb State Park�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.wilderness.net/index.cfm?fuse=NWPS&sec=wildView&wname=Mt.%20Charleston" ��Mt. Charleston Wilderness�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c5/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gjAwhwtDDw9_AI8zPyhQoYAOUjMeXDfODy-HWHg-zDrx8kb4ADOBro-3nk56bqF-RGGGSZOCoCAPi8eX8!/dl3/d3/L2dJQSEvUUt3QS9ZQnZ3LzZfMjAwMDAwMDBBODBPSEhWTjJNMDAwMDAwMDA!/?navtype=BROWSEBYSUBJ" ��Spring Mountains NRA�





A – � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/lake/index.htm" ��Lake Mead NRA�,


� HYPERLINK "http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/prog/recreation/camping/dev_camps/vrg.html" ��Virgin River Canyon RA�,


� HYPERLINK "http://parks.nv.gov/bb.htm" ��Big Bend of the Colorado SRA�








F – � HYPERLINK "http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/lvfo/blm_programs/blm_special_areas/red_rock_nca.html" ��Red Rock Canyon NCA�,


� HYPERLINK "http://parks.nv.gov/smr.htm" ��Spring Mountain Ranch State Park�














G – � HYPERLINK "http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/depts/parks/Pages/wetlands-park.aspx" ��Clark County Wetlands Park�,


Sunrise Mountain Natural Area











D – � HYPERLINK "http://parks.nv.gov/olvmf.htm" ��Old Las Vegas


Mormon Fort


State Historic Park�
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