
 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES  

 

REGIONAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL  
Thursday, March 20, 2014, 8:30 A.M. 

Clark County Government Center 

500 S. Grand Central Parkway, 1
st
 Floor, Pueblo Room 

Las Vegas, NV  89155 

 

 
 
Members Present: 

Yvonne Schuman, Vice Chair, Nevada Department of Transportation 

Mark Cahill, College of Southern Nevada 

Floresto Cabias, Las Vegas-Clark County Library District 

Jeanine Pitts-Dillworth, Clark County Regional Flood Control District 

Penny Marchell, Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority 

Deborah Lane, Southern Nevada Regional Housing Authority 

Linda Poling, City of Henderson 

Mary Huff, Clark County Regional Flood Control District 

Adleen Stidhum, Clark County  

Valerie Bailey, Southwest Gas Corporation 

Terry Hizon, Southern Nevada Health District 

Sharrie Mayden, University of Nevada Las Vegas 

Shane Clement, Clark County Water Reclamation District 

Ed O’Neal, City of Las Vegas 

Carol Poindexter, Clark County School District 

Niki Gomoluh, City of Las Vegas 

Jane Lee, Jadon Foods 

 

Legal Counsel: 
Mark Wood, Clark County District Attorney’s Office  

 

Members Absent: 
Yolanda Jones, Chair, City of Las Vegas (Excused) 

Cristina Lopez, Southern Nevada Water Authority 

James Haye, City of North Las Vegas 

Amy Shaw, Clark County Department of Aviation 

Viveca Rehman, Henderson District Public Libraries 

James Lopez, Hispanic Round Table 

Napoleon McCallum, The Venetian Resort-Hotel-Casino 

Rob Maher, University Medical Center of Southern Nevada 

 

Guests: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Note: The following is a summary of the Minutes taken from the Regional Business Development Advisory Council 

meeting held on March 20, 2014, and does not necessarily provide a detailed verbatim transcription of the Minutes. 
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I. Call to Order 

 Yvonne Schuman, Vice- Chair, called the RBDAC meeting to order. 

 

II. Opening Ceremonies 

 Silent Invocation was conducted followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

III. Certification of Compliance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law 

 It was announced that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Nevada Open 

 Meeting Law. The meeting was appropriately posted at the appropriate locations as listed at the  bottom  

 of the agenda. 

 

IV. INTRODUCTIONS 

 The Council members and guest introduced themselves.  

 

Prior to Public Comments, Yvonne announced that the RBDAC Secretary has resigned. Yvonne asked 

for those interested in assuming the position to express their interest during Public Comments. 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mary Huff expressed that she was interested in fulfilling the Secretary position, although, the 

RBDAC meetings are scheduled on the same day as the Southern Nevada Water Authority 

Council meetings. So as Secretary, that’s going to be difficult for me. I don’t know what to do 

about that. It never used to be on Thursday. It used to be on Wednesday. 

 

Penny said the Bylaws say Wednesday or whatever is agreeable. Penny suggested the 4
th

 

Thursday. 
 

Ed said Wednesday was bad for City Council. Some of the meetings are in conflict with the 

City Council Meeting.  
 

Yvonne described the duties of Secretary; record the minutes of each meeting of each meeting, 

record the attendance at each meeting of the Council and maintain the records and minutes of 

the Council. 

 

Valerie said Southwest Gas is actually hosting an event today with the Latin Chamber on How 

to do Business with Southwest Gas workshop. Valerie will also provide information at their 

workshop on the upcoming event at the City of Las Vegas. 

 

Edward O’Neal with City of Las Vegas said that the City is putting on our Business Outreach 

workshop event on June 11
th

. It’s an opportunity for the small business and minority and 

women-owned business community to come out and receive information about not only doing 

business with the City but also how to do business in the City. One of our unique features is 

what we call table topics where you could sit down with representatives of various departments 

to get information on particular topics. Niki Gomoluh has passed around our save the date flyer 

and more information will be coming out and will be posted on our website. We wanted to take 

this opportunity and bring it to this particular meeting because our next RBDAC meeting will 

be after the date so we are telling you now but we will be emailing and contacting all of you so 

you can give this out to all of your representatives as well or all of your registered suppliers 
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that you may have or those are in association to chambers to your members. So if you have any 

question of the event it is currently a free event. We are hoping that it stays a free event for the 

community.  

 

Jane said on May 15
th

 there is a rapid resource event. It is hosted by the IRS, the Nevada State 

of Taxation, Business and Industry and McCarran Airport. It is basically a small business 

resource event. The theme for this particular gathering will be Building Relationships. It’s on 

how to network and develop the relationship you need in order to do business. That’s going to 

be on Vegas PBS on May 15
th

. It will be in the afternoon from 4 to 6 o’clock.  

 

Yvonne shared with the Committee that many of you and as well as she are on other 

committees that have similar focus and objective of helping small businesses. She’s on the 

Small Business Roundtable and suggested at the last meeting that we had that we try to work 

together with RBDAC and vice-versa so that we can get some leverage on some of the 

initiatives that we want to do. She suggested having a committee of a few people from RBDAC 

and a few people from the Small Business Roundtable to discuss ways we can help each other 

help small businesses in Southern Nevada. The Small Business Round Table is hosted by the 

department of business in industry and their purpose it to increase business opportunity and 

business success for small businesses in the Nevada. For example, last year an initiative that 

didn’t get funded so we weren’t able to move forward was something that involved creating a 

statewide small business education program that would be broadcast on PBS so that no matter 

where you were in the state you had the same access to this type of training and education. 

These are some of the things the business roundtable works on and there is a lot of opportunity 

for us to work together to try to make some of these things happen. 

 

Valerie asked if in the roundtable discussion have there been any talks about making one 

centralize location for all the businesses to create a vendor. 

 

Yvonne said that it is a huge initiative of the roundtable that there is one small business portal 

where you can get all information regarding starting, running a small business and resources 

for small businesses and the like. She said they may be coming out with a newsletter that is 

going to cover as much information they can get from us and everywhere else for the whole 

state, small businesses as well.  

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

a.    Approval of the November 14, 2013 Minutes 

The minutes were not available and will be provided at the next meeting  

on June 26, 2014. 

 

b. 2014 RBDAC Meeting Schedule  

Mark said we always as a group have approved the meeting schedule. The Chair has 

authority to call an ad hoc meeting which we can do and then cancel the other meeting 

if the next meeting on June 26, 2014 doesn’t work for everyone. 
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c.   Receive copies of the RBDAC By-Laws to review  and take action at the meeting  

in June. 

 

Members were provided with a copy of the Bylaws. Yvonne asked members to review 

and bring recommended revisions to the meeting on June 26, 2014. Ed said the last 

time we reviewed the Bylaws we tried to have something read at the Legislation. He 

doesn’t recall submitting anything but he believes that we are submitting reports 

annually. Currently, they are preparing reporting for emerging small businesses. We 

may need to revisit and inform them in legislation so they don’t create more laws on 

things that we are already doing.  

 

d.  Received a presentation from Lyndee Cichon on the Local Emerging Small Business 

Program – Lyndee provided a brief presentation on the certification of local emerging 

small businesses (ESB). More information can be found by visiting their website at 

www.diversifynevada.com   

  

 

VII.  OLD BUSINESS 

a. Discuss Biennial Report sent to the Nevada  

    Legislature – request BDR  

Members were provided with the biennial report that went to the 2013 Legislature. 

Yvonne asked to take this opportunity to discuss any trends or issues. She noted from 

her copy some of the highlights in that report indicated that significant progress has been 

made by the government agencies in providing opportunities to MWBDEs in Southern 

Nevada during fiscal year 2012. The data indicated the employment of minorities by 

members of RBDAC and also indicated a positive upward trend. Of 16 government 

agencies reporting, 11 had a higher percentage of minorities in their workforce fiscal 

year 2012 than in fiscal year 2010. In terms of requesting a BDR, we don’t have the 

background whether we communicated that to the LCB. 

 

b. Update from the Communications Committee on the newsletter 

Jane reported that they had a special session on May 19, 2014, where we met with the 

BDAC communications subcommittee as well as members from RBDAC 

communications committee. We are looking to final process of getting all the legalities 

which are required. For example, we are drafting up the approval and authorization like 

if you wanted to click the logo for the LVCVA in the newsletter that’s authorize because 

most of this is going to be digital so you don’t want people to copy and paste and use 

your property inappropriately. We are also looking to make it so that RBDAC has a link 

at the Clark County website explaining what they do to help small businesses. It will 

also provide statistics, reports, updates, etc. You will be able to send the link to your 

proprietary network that will take them to the webpage. There is no cost involved. We 

can design how we want. They are hoping to have the first newsletter out by August. 

Yvonne asked how would be the best way for members to get information to Jane to 

include in the newsletter. Jane said 1) we need to make sure the photos and entities are 

accurate; 2) We want to be able to cross reference other agencies like Business & 

Industry and have a link on their site, as well. 

http://www.diversifynevada.com/
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c. Update from the Legislative Committee   

Penny’s part of the Legislative Committee is working as a liaison between RBDAC and 

NPPSC (Nevada Public Purchasing Study Commission). They are looking into making 

some changes to NRS 338 as well as clean up on NRS 332 and NRS 338. Penny also 

reported that there was a ruling from the Labor Commission related to maintenance 

agreements that involve a Public Work. The Labor Commission looked at the 

maintenance of their Trams when they put in out for bid. Penny said we have all been 

classifying as NRS 332 maintenance repairs. The Labor Commissioner now has 

classified it as a Public Work. Now it’s all under NRS 338 which means after $100,000 

you pay prevailing wages. Adleen said she discussed with the District Attorney that 

represents Purchasing and she is going to review it one more time and them we are 

going to determine if we will continue doing as we have been up to this point. They will 

then file an additional claim and take it to higher courts and see where it goes. 

   

d. Update on the Committed to Our Community (CTOC) event 
The event is now called CTOBC (Committed to our Business Community) and is sponsored by 

RBDAC. This is one of the events that are specifically addressed in the Statutes to have with the 

local community. This will be the 3
rd

 year. There will be breakout sessions; one will be a hands-

on workshop for Social Media. There will also be a Public and Private Procurement Roundtable. 

Jane will be contacting RBDAC members to sit on those panels. There are sponsorship 

opportunities for RBDAC government agencies. The sponsorship will allow for refreshments for 

the event. Penny asked members to register to for a free booth. Exhibitors will consist of local 

government agencies, business resource companies and large hotels. The actual exhibit will be 

held from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Penny will send the flyer to Diana to distribute.  

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS   

There were no public comments.     

 

IX. NEXT MEETING – Thursday, June 26, 2014, 8:30 a.m.                                           

Pueblo Room, Clark County Government Center 

X. ADJOURNMENT  

 

Date Posted:   2/12/2014 
 


