
 

      MT. CHARLESTON 

       TOWN ADVISORY BOARD 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

STEVE SISOLAK, Chairman     LAWRENCE L BROWN, III, Vice-Chair 

SUSAN BRAGER     CHRIS GIUNCHIGLIANI    MARILYN KIRKPATRICK       MARY BETH SCOW     LAWRENCE WEEKLY 

DONALD G. BURNETTE, County Manager 

MINUTES 

 
Date: Thursday, January 28, 2016 
Time:  6:00 pm 
Location: Mt. Charleston Library, 75 Ski Chalet Place, Mt. Charleston, NV 89124 

 
Mt. Charleston Library is accessible to individuals with disabilities.  With forty-eight (48) hour advance request, a sign language interpreter may be made 

available by calling 702-455-3530 or TDD 702-385-7486 or Relay Nevada toll free 800-326-6868, TD/TDD 

POSTING LOCATIONS   BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Mt. Charleston Library   Becky Grismanauskas - Chair 
Mt. Charleston Lodge    Mike McGroarty – Vice Chair 
Old Town Bulletin Board   Curtis Alexander 
Echo Mailboxes    Dennis Lovell 
      Michelle French  
      Sandy Siebrecht - Secretary 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
PROCEDURES & CONDUCT 

The meeting was posted in conformance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 There was no public comment made during this period. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Introduction of the Town Board, County, State, Federal Government representatives, Public Utilities 
and Public Services.  

2. The agenda for January 28, 2016 was approved with the following changes; Agency reports to be 
heard before Regular Business Items 3, 4 and 5.  Becky Grismanauskas motioned, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve. 
 

 
AGENCY & STAFF REPORTS  

1. Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Dept. – Sgt. Chris O’Brien reported for December 2015, 117 calls for 
service, 143 car stops and wrote approximately 80 tickets.  They have been fairly busy with winter 
activities. 



 

 

2. Clark County Fire Dept. – Chief Larry Haydu reported that they have implemented a monthly 
meeting with mountain fire chiefs Jorge Gonzales, Dave Martin and himself; they plan to meet 2 hours 
before each TAB meeting to go over issues on the mountain.  He reported that the new apparatus is 
currently at the training center. The new squad will be up here in service next Tuesday at which point 
E81 from the Volunteer side will go back down to town and they will transfer all equipment to the new 
engine and bring to the mountain.  They have started their wildland fire training.  

3. Mt. Charleston Fire Protection District – Chief Jorge Gonzales reported 41 calls for service in 
December 2015 and 52 for January 2016.  Two new staff members will start Feb 1st;  Jennifer Delgado 
and Joseph Domingo 

4. Las Vegas Valley Water District – Mike Weintz reported that the water system is in stable condition; 
Echo 4 and 5 wells are in the “concern range” and Echo 3 and Rainbow wells are still in the “critical 
range”. He advised residents to maintain their conservation efforts such as making sure pipes are not 
leaking and are insulated.  He pointed out that the well levels have been consistent for the last 2 years.  
He feels the snowfall received on the mountain this season will help increase the well levels in future 
months.   

5. Mt. Charleston Volunteer Fire Dept. –Chief Dave Martin reported they will be conducting a Wildland 
Fire Assessment Program with Clark County Fire and Mt Charleston Fire and will talk more about this 
at next month’s meeting. He also passed out a flyer on the program. They responded to 27 calls for 
service in January. 

6. Metro Volunteer Program – No Report 
7. Nevada Highway Patrol – Sgt Tom Higgins reported two new troopers assigned to this area started 

in January, Ross Miller and Robbie Williams. Another trooper, Steve Helms, started back in November 
2015, which puts 5 troopers assigned to this area.  He said all allied agencies on the mountain worked 
well together during this peak season and he appreciated everyone’s cooperation.  He also reported on 
the following incident that occurred on January 1, 2016 at 1645; members from NHP, US Forest 
Service LE, LVMPD, Medic West, Mt Charleston Fire Department and the Air Ambulance responded 
and assisted a family in which a 16 year old girl had hit a tree in a sledding accident. When she 
regained consciousness, she was carried by her father back to their vehicle. The family started driving 
down the mountain. Her father saw Trooper Borchardt’s vehicle on SR156 and flashed his lights for 
attention. Trooper Borchardt immediately called for medical personnel and based a meeting at a safe 
location near mm7. Sgt Higgins was just east of them and set up to assist. He called for another 
Trooper, Cliff Fontaine, who is an EMT to respond to assist as well. They were told she hit her back on 
a tree. She suffered a major head injury and was initially knocked unconscious when her head and 
back hit a tree at a high rate of speed. Then, her boyfriend that was initially on the sled with her was 
sliding out of control after he fell off and hit her head into the tree for a second time. She was suffering 
from major swelling and bleeding on the brain. She received immediate treatment roadside and they 
called for air ambulance. She was transported to the Trauma Center and survived. Trooper Borchardt 
was at the trauma center and the doctor said that if the medical treatment wasn’t given so fast and so 
well, her condition would have been much worse. The Golden Hour came into play with the head injury.   
They arranged to secure the family’s belongings and got them rides to the hospital.  Officer Mitchel 
from LVMPD took some of them and Travis Jarbidge took the remainder. The LEO’s from US Forest 
went one step farther and got the family some pizzas and drinks.  Sgt Higgins kept in contact with the 
family during the entire event and followed up through the recovery and treatment; this patient that was 
in intensive care returned to school on January 11th. He thanked all agencies involved with the success 
of this outcome. 

8. Clark County Administrative Services – Meggan Holzer informed all that if they have situations such 
as potholes or plowing problems, they don’t need to wait until the TAB meetings to report them, they 
can reach out to her and she will get residents in contact with the right departments to help resolve their 
issues.  Becky asked about a repair on Rainbow Canyon Blvd and Meggan said that this will be 
repaired when the temperature rises on the mountain.   

9. United States Forest Service – Donn Christiansen introduced himself as the new Area Manager for 
the Spring Mountains National Recreation Area; he started on October 5, 2015.  He recognized the 
efforts of the Mt Charleston Winter Alliance group during this busy season and felt that it was a great 
team effort.  He said there is always room for improvement and is open to feedback.  He added a 



 

 

reporter from the Wall Street Journal visited the area during the holidays and is encouraging more 
people to visit the area so …… 

10. Mt. Charleston Task Force – Becky Grismanauskas & Michelle French - no report 
11. Nevada Department of Transportation – Glenn Rogers reported they are actively out plowing and 

warned everyone to watch for black ice on the roadway.  Right-of-way tree cutting has been suspended 
since all trucks are equipped with plows at this time.   

12. Other Agencies  - none 
        
TOWN ADVISORY BOARD COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS TABLED UNTIL FEB 2016 MEETING 
 

REGULAR BUSINESS CONTINUED 
 
5. Mount Charleston License Plate Grants Round 6 Presentations – Becky Grismanauskas 

announced the time limits for each presentation.  Each applicant is allowed 4 minutes to give their 
presentation; TAB questions and comments on presentation-10 minutes; community questions or 
comments on presentation-4 minutes, for a total of 18 minutes per item.  There are a total of 11 
applications to be presented.   

 
1. Great Basin Institute – Spring Mountains Institute: project cost/amount requested: 

$36,744/$30,000 
Presenter: Terry Christopher, Associate Director, Great Basin Institute 
Grant would provide support for 2 individuals at the Spring Mountains; 1 Education Coordinator to 
provide interpretive education throughout the Spring Mountains and 1 Volunteer Coordinator to 
oversee and direct volunteers, primarily the litter program.  This is the first time they have applied 
for a Mt Charleston license plate grant. 
TAB Recommendation:  Michael McGroarty moved to award $15,000; the Board voted 
unanimously to approve. 
 

2. Outside Las Vegas Foundation – Conserving Mt Charleston Community Outreach Program: 
project cost/amount requested: $36,300/$17,250 
Presenter:  Aaron Leifheit  
Grant would 1) provide “Conserve Mt. Charleston’ programs in community facilities utilizing Green 
Box Curriculum created by last year’s grant money 2) provide approximately 16 field trips for 
teachers otherwise unable to visit the Spring Mountains 3) print additional copies of “Conserve Mt. 
Charleston” educational displays 4) Host an AmeriCorps volunteer to conduct Mt. Charleston 
programs.  The proposed program will help to educate the community about the resources on which 
it directly depends.  The project directly supports the natural environment of the Mt Charleston area 
by teaching the local community about ways they can protect and support the environmental 
resources in their area.  Last year they received approx. $24,000 from the Mt Charleston License 
plate grant program. 
TAB Recommendation:  Michael McGroarty moved to award $10,000; the Board voted 
unanimously to approve. 

 
3. Mt Charleston Volunteer Fire Department – Zoll AutoPulse cardiac support pump: project 

cost/amount requested: $22,109/$22,109 
Presenter: Greg French 
Grant would provide a cardiac pump to provide continuous CPR to a person in cardiac arrest.  Due 
to limited resources and personnel on the mountain, this device would free personnel to assist in 
other areas while the device squeezes the patient’s chest to provide uninterrupted blood flow.  Cost 
includes training on the device, LifeBands, batteries and battery chargers.   
TAB Recommendation:  Becky Grismanauskas moved to award the full amount requested of 
$22,109; the Board voted unanimously to approve. 

 



 

 

4. Mt Charleston Volunteer Fire Department – Hose inflator, avalanche rescue and hiking equip: 
project cost/amount requested: $6,112/$6,112 
Presenter:  Greg French 
Grant will provide a hose inflator to fill a 2 ½” fire hose with compressed air to use during a swift 
water rescue.  The avalanche rescue gear would provide 4 of each of the following: avalanche 
transceiver, shovel and probe.  The hiking equipment would include 4 of each: backpack, 
binoculars, compass, GPS, down jacket, trekking poles, escape bivy, all-weather blanket, sleeping 
pad, and safety whistle.   
TAB Recommendation: Becky Grismanauskas moved to deny funds based on discussion 
that the VFD could possibly raise this much money themselves and the Board does not have 
enough funds to award money to all grant applicants; the Board voted unanimously to 
approve the motion for denial. 
 

5. Mt Charleston Volunteer Fire Department – Stryker Power Pro XT Gurney: project cost/amount 
requested: $20,156/$20,156 
Presenter:  Greg French 
Grant would replace gurney that is currently on Rescue 81 which is a manual gurney requiring 
manual lifting and lowering of the patient and requires 2 personnel; the proposed power gurney is a 
battery powered gurney capable of raising or lowering itself and the patient hydraulically at the 
touch of a button.  This cost includes batteries, training, and 5 years of maintenance. This device 
would significantly reduce back stress which is a common injury to firefighters. 
TAB: Recommendation:  The Board requested that the fire department research to see if 
there are State grants available to rural fire departments to fund half of this gurney.  It would 
have to go through the Mt Charleston Fire Protection District and not the VFD. They would 
also like an opinion from the DA as to whether they could award the full grant request, but if 
State grant funds become available, could the License Plate grant fund be reimbursed by the 
State.  Michael McGroarty moved to hold this item until the next meeting; the Board voted 
unanimously to approve 

 
6. Las Vegas Metro Police Volunteers – Volunteer Safety Equipment: project cost/amount 

requested: $10,756.58/$10,756.58 
Presenter: Sgt Chris O’Brien, LVMPD 
Grant would provide safety equipment for the Metro volunteers who assist with parking and traffic 
control, hand out literature, and provide safety information for visitors to the Mt Charleston area.  
Equipment would include 12 vehicle light bars, 36 deck/sash/visor lights, 12 magnetic vehicle signs, 
15 traffic control light batons, 15 flashlights with charges, 12 four-packs of reusable emergency 
flares.  The volunteers use their personal vehicles and these items would give them more of an 
authoritative presence when assisting Metro. This is the first grant request made by the Volunteer 
Program. 
TAB Recommendation: Michael McGroarty moved to award the full amount requested of 
$10,756.58; the Board voted unanimously to approve 

 
7. Back Country Horsemen of NV, Bristlecone Chapter – Bonanza Trail Reconstruction: project 

cost/amount requested: $10,000/$9,000 
Presenter:  Terry Jones, President 
Grant would provide funding to reconstruct approximately a one mile section of eroded areas on the 
heavily used Bonanza Trail in the Spring Mountain NRA.  Switchbacks and terraces on the trail 
would be repaired and reconstructed with native rock and material from the area to encourage 
hikers to stay on the established trails, thereby reducing potential damage to delicate flora and 
fauna in the area. They use horses and mules to access the area and carry the equipment and use 
their own funds and equipment to transport and feed the animals.  They are looking for funds to be 
reimbursed for their expenses.  This is the first grant request made by this organization.  
TAB Recommendation:  Dennis Lovell asked for clarification on mileage reimbursement 
calculations presented.  Meggan Holzer explained that the County’s financial department 



 

 

would check all these numbers and adjust accordingly.  Curtis Alexander moved to approve 
the full amount requested of $9,000; the Board voted unanimously to approve 
 

8. Friends of Nevada Wilderness – Mt Charleston Outreach & Monitoring Project 2016: project 
cost/amount requested: $54,488/30,591 
Presenter: Jose Witt, Jessie Simons 
Grant would provide for 3 components: 1) the design and production of a hiking guide which would 
ensure that hikers know where the trails are and keeps them from wandering onto user created 
trails 2) the continuation of the Spring Monitoring Program 3) monitor and inventorying user created 
routes and campsites.  They received approximately $15,000 from the previous Mt Charleston 
License Plate grant round.   
TAB Recommendation:  Michael McGroarty moved to award $15,000; the Board voted 4-1 to 
approve; Becky opposed 
 

9. Mt Charleston Fire Protection District – Bendix King Portable Radios: project cost/amount 
requested: $27,337.58/$19,828.70 
Presenter:  Jorge Gonzalez 
Grant would replace existing aging fleet of Bendix King Portable radios with 10 new Bendix King 
Radios.  The existing radios would serve as cache/reserve radios for emergency operations during 
large incidents.  The new radios will also ensure proper communication with cooperating agencies 
to include CCFD, METRO, NHP, NDOT, and Clark County Public Works.   
TAB Recommendation Michael McGroarty moved to approve the full amount requested of 
$19,828.70; the Board voted unanimously to approve 
 

10. Mt Charleston Fire Protection District – Water Support Equipment: project cost/amount 
requested: $24,727.75/$12,372.55 
Presenter:  Jorge Gonzalez 
Grant would provide funding for the following equipment: (2) 2000 gallon portable water tanks, (2) 
high-pressure pumps, (10) 1” x 100’ fire hose, (10) 1 ½” x 100’ fire hose, (2) hose kit for pumps, (5) 
1 ½” spray nozzle, (5) 1” spray nozzle.  The equipment will mitigate wildland and/or structure 
incidents and lack of water supply.  The availability of this portable equipment will assist in 
preventing further destruction of the natural ecosystem, save wildlife, and protect the public and 
private land.  This equipment will be used by MCFPD, CCFD, USFS, BLM 
TAB Recommendation:  Michael McGroarty moved to award $6200; the Board voted 
unanimously to approve 
 

11. Mt Charleston Fire Protection District – Gass 8 Communication Equipment: project 
cost/amount requested: $20,326/$12,406 
Presenter:  Jorge Gonzalez 
Grant would allow for replacement of the “Signal Voter” module at the fire alarm center and the 
following “Site Voter Modules” for the following repeaters: Kyle, Angel, Lee, Cold Creek, Indian 
Springs, Gass Peak, and Creech.  Without this hardware upgrade, the mountain would continue to 
experience issues with receiving and transmitting of critical radio communications during 
emergencies.  This equipment will enhance the response and communication by all public agencies 
including CCFD, MCFPD, METRO, NDOT, LVSSR and USFS. 
TAB Recommendation:  The Board felt that since this equipment is used by other agencies 
and towns, the License Plate fund should not be solely responsible for replacing the 
equipment.  Curtis Alexander moved to table this item until the next meeting so that Meggan 
and Jorge could research as to who is responsible for repairing/replacing this equipment; 
the Board voted 4-1 to approve; Becky opposed 
 
Meggan Holzer also added for the TAB’s consideration that there are potential sources of income 
from 3 marathons on the mountain scheduled for the coming year.  They have expressed an 



 

 

interest in donating to the community; this may supplement some items that aren’t able to be 
funded through the license plate grants. 

 
3. The minutes for the November 23, 2015 meeting were approved.  Michelle French motioned to 

approve the minutes, the Board voted unanimously to approve. 
4. Becky Grismanauskas moved to approve the 2016 TAB meeting calendar with the change of deleting 

the meeting on December 29, 2016; the Board voted unanimously to approve.  
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 None  

 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
 None 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
           None were made 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next regular meeting will be Thursday, February 25, 2016. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:12pm. 


