
 

RED ROCK 
CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

STEVE SISOLAK, Chairman * LARRY BROWN, Vice Chairman 

SUSAN BRAGER * TOM COLLINS * CHRIS GIUNCHGLIANI * MARY BETH SCOW * LAWRENCE WEEKLY 

DONALD G. BURNETTE, County Manager 

MINUTES 
 

Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

 

Time: 7:00 pm 

 

Location: Blue Diamond Town Library, 14 Cottonwood Drive, Blue Diamond, NV 89004 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

This meeting, being legally noticed and posted in conformance with Nevada Open Meeting Law, 

was called to order at approximately 7:00 pm by Chair Trent Billingsley. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

ROLL CALL 

Board Members present: Chair Trent Billingsley, Barbara Luke, Evan Blythin, Robert Matthews 

and Pauline van Betten. 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

1. Introduction of Clark County staff and guests. Meggan Holzer, Liaison to Clark County 

Commissioners Susan Brager and Larry Brown. 

2. Approval of the agenda for the February 24, 2016 meeting. There was a motion to approve the 

agenda. The motion was voted on and approved. 

3. Approval of the minutes from the January 27, 2016 meeting. There was a motion to approve the 

minutes. The motion was voted on and approved. 

 

AGENCY & STAFF REPORTS 

1. Las Vegas Valley Water District; Michael Weintz, Liaison between Blue Diamond and the Las 

Vegas Valley Water District reported our wells had a slight drop in depth from January, 2016. 

The drop was .13 foot or 1.56 inches. It was reported that the Nevada State Engineer office is 

aware of community concerns regarding the Arden water pipeline. Nevada State Assemblyman 

James Oscarson has been notified about the Arden pipeline. It's being reported that the overflow 

valve has now been closed. 

2. Metro Officer; No report was given. 

3. Town Liaison; Meggan Holzer reported there will be a special meeting on April 6, 2016 to be 

held at the Blue Diamond Rec. Hall. The meeting is open to the public and is concerning 

community water issues. An agenda will be made available in a timely manner. Meggan also 

explained density and intensity restrictions. 



 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 1. Evan Blythin has drafted a letter to the Nevada State Water Engineer. The letter had some 

minor editing changes and would be edited by Evan Blythin. The letter passed a unanimous vote of 

approval and a copy will be attached with these draft minutes. 

 

PLANNING & ZONING 
 None 

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS 

 None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 None 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

 March 29, 2016 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 8:00 pm. 



 

Jason King, Nevada State Water Engineer Red Rock Citizens Advisory Council 

901 S. Stewart St., Suite 2002   P.O. Box 151 

Carson City, NV 89701    Blue Diamond, NV 89004 

 

We are writing in the hope that you will resolve critical water issues in the Blue Diamond area. The 

issues center on permit #29625, a water allotment from Lower Cottonwood Spring. Your office has 

received numerous messages from this Council regarding problems with the spring right, problems that 

now jeopardize the community that relies on the Blue Diamond aquifer. 

 

The organization that manages the riparian area of the spring, the Blue Diamond Recreation Association, 

has also written to your office regarding problems with permit #29625. These messages follow 36 years 

of such messages, and yet the problems have not been resolved and have now reached unprecedented 

levels. 

 

The problems stem from what was originally a railroad pipeline from the spring, a line capable of 

drafting the total flow from the spring. When the spring rights were allotted by your office, in 1982, the 

pipeline was granted roughly 1/3 of the estimated available water. The remainder of the water was to go 

to the riparian area fed by the spring and to the wells that supply the Blue Diamond community. 

 

The rights granted by your office have become confounded in a number of ways. For example, the meter 

readings of 1979, a year of exceptional rain and snow, indicated 60-80 million gallons of water a year 

from Lower Cottonwood Spring; recent readings indicate an estimated flow of 20 million gallons a year. 

 

The various readings indicate an initial over-estimation and/or a serious diminishment of available 

water; what was once 1/3 of the estimated available water has become the total of available water. The 

consequence is that the railroad pipeline now takes most of the available water and the wells that serve 

the Blue Diamond area have seen significant drops in water level. 

 

Another problem is that the railroad pipeline was transferred to a municipal Co-Op serving an estimated 

55 members. The epa.gov site indicates that the pipeline actually serves 25 members. An added concern 

is that some of those services have second water sources. 

 

The water from Lower Cottonwood Spring appear to be over-allotted relative to the available water and 

relative to the number of users, at great risk to the much larger community that relies on the spring water 

 

A third problem relates to the beneficial use of water right. The photographs recently sent to your office 

by the Advisory Council reveal that as much as 50 acre feet of water wasted through leaks that create 

mini-oases along the 14 miles of railroad pipeline; this is not a beneficial use of water. 

 

Your office has mandated that the photographed leak be repaired, and it has been, but in its place there is 

now a valve that continues to allow water to freely flow into the desert. There are also numerous other 

leaks in the pipeline (photographs have been forwarded to John Guillory at the State Water Engineer's 

office). 

 



 

The water from Lower Cottonwood Spring serves an ancient riparian area, a small village, a large 

mining interest, and a small number of residents along the old railroad pipeline. As it now stands, the 

water right for the railroad line jeopardizes the survival of the other long-standing vested interests. 

 

The problems noted can be rectified by your office; revised estimates of water could result in revised 

allotments, the allotment to the railroad pipe could be based on a real count of actual users, and the 

notion of beneficial use could be enforced. The situation is dire and we appeal to you for examination 

and resolution of the noted problems. 

 

The problems mentioned are common in the drought-stricken Southwest. Other states are revising 

estimates, allotments, and the beneficial uses of available water. We believe that those same revisions 

are warranted by the decline in our well levels and request your assistance in resolving what has become 

a critical issue in the Blue Diamond area. 

 


