
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix G 
 

Documentation of Public 
Notice and Review 

 
1. NEAP Public Workshops 
2. Public Notices 
3. News Releases 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Documentation of Public 
Notice and Review 

 
 

1. NEAP Public Workshops 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Clark County Department of Air Quality 
and Environmental Management (DAQEM) will conduct a Public Workshop on the 
Natural Events Action Plan for High-Wind Events (NEAP) in Clark County, Nevada, 
to introduce the plan, solicit public comments, and answer questions.  The public 
workshop will be held at the Clark County Government Center, Board of County 
Commission Chambers, located at 500 S. Grand Central Parkway, on January 25, 2005 
from 5:00 to 8:00 PM.  DAQEM in partnership with public health officials developed the 
NEAP to protect public health. The plan addresses airborne particulate matter (PM) or 
dust, caused by windy weather conditions.  Dust can cause negative health impacts.  Not 
all sources of dust are caused by humans and can be controlled. When high winds occur, 
all citizens of Clark County need awareness of the potential health impacts and how to 
avoid exposure.  The public may review the NEAP document (main document) on the 
departmental website at:  http://www.co.clark.nv.us/Air_Quality/NEAP.html The 
Appendices (Technical Support Documentation – TSD) will not be posted on the 
departmental website.  Upon request, you may obtain electronic copies of the Appendices 
available only in Adobe PDF format.  Hard copies will be available for review at the 
workshop.  For further information, please contact: Russ Merle Jr., Senior Air Quality 
Planner at telephone number (702) 455-5942. 

http://www.co.clark.nv.us/Air_Quality/NEAP.html


 
 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP 
Clark County  

Board of County Commission Chambers (BCC) 
5:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

 
NATURAL EVENTS ACTION PLAN  
FOR HIGH-WIND EVENTS, (NEAP)  

(LAS VEGAS & APEX VALLEYS) 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome to the Clark County Government Center –  
a. Russ Merle Jr., Senior Air Quality Planner, NEAP Coordinator 
b. Ron Smolinski, Management Analyst II, DAQEM Public 

Outreach Coordinator 
c. John Koswan, Assistant Planning Manager, Air Quality 

Planning & Technical Programs 
d. Karen Hodges, Senior Office Specialist, Air Quality Planning 

& Technical Programs  
 

2. NEAP Presentation –  
a. What is a NEAP 
b. Why is the NEAP important to Clark County? 

 
3. NEAP - Questions & Answer Session 

 
4. Wrap-up 
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Clark CountyClark County
Natural Events Action Natural Events Action 

Plan (NEAP)Plan (NEAP)
(Las Vegas & Apex Valleys)(Las Vegas & Apex Valleys)

What is a Natural Event What is a Natural Event 
Action Plan (NEAP)?Action Plan (NEAP)?

Action and strategies to protect public
health from dust generated by Natural
Events (in Clark County - High Winds)
through:

• Education
• Outreach
• Pre-Event Proactive 

Enforcement/Compliance

U.S. Environmental Protection U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Natural Events PolicyAgency Natural Events Policy

• Natural Events Policy (NEP) - U. S. EPA 
Memorandum dated May 30, 1996, for “Areas 
Affected by PM10 Natural Events”

• Protecting public health when PM10 standards 
are violated due to Natural Events 

• Natural Events:
– Volcanic and Seismic Activity
– Wildland Fires
– High-Wind Events

Map of the NEAP AreaMap of the NEAP Area
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Map of the NEAP Area (contMap of the NEAP Area (cont’’d)d)
• Only the Las Vegas Valley (Blue) and the Apex 

Valley (Green) are subject to the NEAP

• Both areas require BACT/BACM

• Section 90 series AQRs (Dust Regulations) are 
applicable  

• NEAP addresses events which may occur, and 
standardizes methodology how events are handled 
– “Protection of the Public Health.”

Essential Elements of the PlanEssential Elements of the Plan
• Public Outreach and Education

– High-wind event notification system -
Imminent or occurring

– Education and outreach programs

• Air Quality Advisory Notice 
– To Media (Radio, TV, Newspapers)
– To Public (Schools, Care Centers)
– FAX to Stationary Sources, Dust Permit 

holders

Public Notification and Public Notification and 
Health Advisory ProgramHealth Advisory Program

Natural Events Policy states:

“Advisories should inform the public that 
a dust episode is imminent, currently 
taking place, or likely to occur.”
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HighHigh--Wind Air Quality Wind Air Quality 
NotificationNotification

• ADVISORY – National Weather Service 
confirms forecast of sustained winds of 25 
miles per hour or more and/or frequent wind 
gusts of 40 miles per hour or more.

• ALERT – Meteorological and ambient 
monitoring data confirm the high-wind event 
is occurring or in progress.

Essential Elements of the Essential Elements of the 
Plan (contPlan (cont’’d)d)

• Best Available Control Measures 
(BACM) 
– Dust suppressants, stabilizers, surfactants, 

blocking access, construction controls, etc. 
• Pre-Event Compliance/Enforcement 

Actions – Enforcement program to reduce 
emissions
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““Burden of ProofBurden of Proof””
Components of the PlanComponents of the Plan

NEP Recommended Documentation for 
Justification Submittals –

• Photo documentation (video, still photography)
• Newspapers / Media coverage of the event
• Monitoring data analysis
• Site / Area analysis
• Meteorological Analysis - National Weather Service
• Verification of application of BACM 

Compliance activities before/during the event 
Compliance follow-up after event (CAO vs. NOV)

Justification Submittals for Justification Submittals for 
Year 2002Year 2002

High-Wind Events in the Las Vegas/Apex 
Valleys in 2002:

1.March 1, 2002
2.March 13, 2002 
3.April 15, 2002
4.April 17, 2002

All Events Received U.S. EPA Concurrence

Justification Submittals for Justification Submittals for 
Year 2003Year 2003

High-Wind Events in the Las Vegas/Apex
Valleys in 2003:

1. October 29, 2003 
2. October 30, 2003

Both Events Received U.S. EPA Concurrence

Justification Submittals for Justification Submittals for 
Year 2004Year 2004

High-Wind Events in the Las Vegas/Apex
Valleys in 2004:

1. April 28, 2004 
2. May 11, 2004

Both Events Received U.S. EPA Concurrence
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Necessary U. S. EPA Necessary U. S. EPA 
ConcurrenceConcurrence

EPA Concurrence

• Data are flagged in the National Ambient 
Air Quality Database (AIRS)

• May exclude these data when determining 
compliance with NAAQS for PM10

• To date, Clark County has not excluded 
any data

Proactive Compliance Proactive Compliance 
SuccessesSuccesses

• Dates in the Year 2003 where proactive 
compliance and enforcement action 
made the difference: 

April 24, 2003 
May 7, 2003
October 28, 2003
November 21, 2003

• No exceedances of the 24-hour PM10
NAAQS

Plan Improvements during Plan Improvements during 
20042004

• Working with the Health Community to 
enhance the advisories and response 
procedures (established the Medical 
Advisory Committee – MAC)

• Working with the stakeholders to address 
outstanding concerns 

• Numerous changes to the plan incorporated
• Conversion of Outreach and Educational 

Literature to Spanish

Plan Improvements during 2004 Plan Improvements during 2004 
(cont(cont’’d)d)

Medical Advisory Committee (MAC)
• MAC Membership

Clark County physicians from the fields of pulmonology, 
family and general medicine, geriatrics, pediatrics, and 
industrial health

• MAC Purpose 
Provides timely public health air quality health-related 
information to the public, including members of the media, 
local schools and government entities (No specific or 
general diagnosis)

• MAC Coordination
MAC inquires are directed to the DAQEM Outreach 
Coordinator and/or the Clark County Public Information 
Office, which will contact the member physicians and 
coordinate/facilitate the response or interview
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The Next StepsThe Next Steps
• Public Workshop (1/25/05)
• Thirty-day comment period commences 

2/1/05 (BCC) 
• BCC - Public Meeting (3/15/05)
• Submit Plan to U.S. EPA for Review & 

Comment

Public Education Public Education –– EnglishEnglish
verver..

Public Education Public Education –– EnglishEnglish
verver. (inside). (inside)

Public Education Public Education –– SpanishSpanish
verver..
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Public Education Public Education –– SpanishSpanish
verver. (inside). (inside) Improvements to MailersImprovements to Mailers

Questions?Questions?

Please Contact:Please Contact:

Russ Merle Jr. Russ Merle Jr. 
Department of Air Quality & Environmental Department of Air Quality & Environmental 

ManagementManagement
(DAQEM) 702(DAQEM) 702--455455--59425942



 

   

Community Planning and Development 
Committee Meeting 

 
Thursday, February 24, 2005 

8:30 a.m.  
 

Southern Nevada Home Builders Association  
Conference Room 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 
 
 
Call to Order and Introductions       Harry Shull 

 
Clark County 
 Sunrise Manor and Winchester/Paradise Land Use Plans  Kevin Smedley 
 
Department of Air Quality & Environmental Management 
 Natural Events Action Plan (NEAP-Presentation)   Russell Merle 

     
   

New Business         Harry Shull 
   
 
 Adjournment          Harry Shull 
 
 
 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 10 Minute Break - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 
Internal CP&D Working Group Meeting 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING MARCH 24, 2005 8:30 A.M. 
SNHBA CONFERENCE ROOM 
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Clark CountyClark County
Natural Events Action Plan Natural Events Action Plan 

(NEAP)(NEAP)
(Las Vegas & Apex Valleys)(Las Vegas & Apex Valleys)

SNHBA Community Planning & SNHBA Community Planning & 
Development Committee MeetingDevelopment Committee Meeting

February 24, 2005February 24, 2005

What is a Natural Event What is a Natural Event 
Action Plan (NEAP)?Action Plan (NEAP)?

Action and strategies to protect the 
public health from bad air quality caused 
by Natural Events through:

• Education
• Outreach
• Pre-Event Proactive Compliance

Note:  Clark County NEAP – High-Wind Events

U.S. Environmental Protection U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Natural Events PolicyAgency Natural Events Policy

• Protecting public health when PM10
standards are violated due to Natural 
Events 

• Natural Events Covered by the Policy:
– Volcanic and Seismic Activity
– Wildland Fires
– High-Wind Events

Map of the NEAP AreaMap of the NEAP Area
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Map of the NEAP Area (contMap of the NEAP Area (cont’’d)d)

• Only the Las Vegas Valley (Blue) and 
the Apex Valley (Green) are subject to 
the NEAP

• Both areas require BACT/BACM

• Section 90 series AQRs (Dust 
Regulations) are applicable  

Required Elements of the PlanRequired Elements of the Plan
• Public Outreach and Education

• Air Quality Advisory Notice
– High-wind event notification system -

Imminent or occurring
– To Media (Radio, TV, Newspapers)
– To Public (Schools, Care Centers)
– FAX to Stationary Sources, Dust Permit 

holders

Public Notification and Public Notification and 
Health Advisory ProgramHealth Advisory Program

Natural Events Policy states:

“Advisories should inform the public that 
a dust episode is imminent, currently 
taking place, or likely to occur.”

HighHigh--Wind Air Quality Wind Air Quality 
NotificationNotification

• ADVISORY – National Weather Service 
confirms forecast of sustained winds of 25 
miles per hour or more and/or frequent wind 
gusts of 40 miles per hour or more.

• ALERT – Meteorological and ambient 
monitoring data confirm the high-wind event 
is occurring or in progress.
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Required Elements of the Required Elements of the 
Plan (contPlan (cont’’d)d)

• Best Available Control Measures (BACM) 
– Dust suppressants, stabilizers, surfactants, 

blocking access, construction controls, etc. 

• Pre-Event Compliance/Enforcement 
Actions – Proactive Enforcement 
program to reduce emissions

““Burden of ProofBurden of Proof””

NEP Recommended Documentation for 
Justification Submittals –

• Photo documentation (video, still photography)
• Newspapers / Media coverage of the event
• Monitoring data analysis
• Site / Area analysis
• Meteorological Analysis - National Weather Service
• Verification of application of BACM 

Compliance activities before/during the event 
Compliance follow-up after event (CAO vs. NOV)

Justification Submittals for Justification Submittals for 
Year 2004Year 2004

High-Wind Events in the Las Vegas/Apex
Valleys in 2004:

1. April 28, 2004 
2. May 11, 2004

Both Events Received U.S. EPA Concurrence
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Required U. S. EPA Concurrence Required U. S. EPA Concurrence 

EPA Concurrence

• Data are flagged in the National Ambient 
Air Quality Database (AIRS)

• May exclude these data when determining 
compliance with NAAQS for PM10

Plan Improvements during Plan Improvements during 
20042004

• Working with the Health Community to 
enhance the advisories and response 
procedures (established the Medical 
Advisory Committee – MAC)

• Working with the stakeholders to address 
outstanding concerns 

• Numerous changes to the plan incorporated
• Conversion of Outreach and Educational 

Literature to Spanish

Plan Improvements during 2004 Plan Improvements during 2004 
(cont(cont’’d)d)

Medical Advisory Committee (MAC)

• MAC Membership – Clark County physicians 
from various medical fields

• MAC purpose is to provide timely public 
health air quality health-related information to 
the public

• MAC Coordination - MAC inquires are 
directed to the DAQEM Outreach Coordinator

Plan Submittal TimelinePlan Submittal Timeline
• Public Workshop (1/25/05 Completed)

• Thirty-day comment period commences 
2/1/05 through end of public hearing 

• BCC - Public Meeting (3/15/05)

• Submit Plan to U.S. EPA for Review & 
Concurrence
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Questions?Questions?

Please Contact:Please Contact:

Russ Merle Jr. Russ Merle Jr. 
Department of Air Quality & Environmental Department of Air Quality & Environmental 

ManagementManagement
(DAQEM) 702(DAQEM) 702--455455--59425942



Number of Days One or More PM10 Continous Monitors Exceeded the 24-Hr. U.S. EPA National 
Ambient Air Quality Standard in Clark County, Nevada
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Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Brief – October 22, 2002 
 
Subject:  Justification of a (High Wind) PM10 Natural Event 
 
Reference:  U. S. EPA Natural Events Policy on “Areas Affected by PM10 Natural 
Events” Memorandum from Mary D. Nichols, Assistant Administrator for Air and 
Radiation to Regional Air Division Directors dated May 30, 1996. 
 
Background:  In accordance with the reference above, Clark County DAQM has 
submitted four (4) High-Wind Natural Event exceedance justification packages to U. S. 
EPA for the March 1, March 13, April 15 and April 17, 2002 High-Wind Natural Events. 
 
There are many steps and requirements for a justification package submission.  The 
following steps listed below are in basic chronology order. 
 

1. A Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) review of the preliminary “Raw” 
Monitoring Data is performed to validate there was an actual exceedance of the 
24-hour NAAQS, prior to any submission of a justification package to U. S. EPA. 

 
2. The DAQM Monitoring Section will then submit all valid ambient air quality data 

to the U. S. EPA Aerometric Information Retrieval System (AIRS), requesting 
that a flag be placed on the data concerning a high wind exceedance event and be 
made available for public access. 

 
3. The DAQM Planning Section has 6 months (180 days) from the exceedance event 

to assemble a report, with a variety of information and data to justify that the 
“flag” remain on the data excluding the high wind event from calculations 
regarding the attainment of the 24-hour NAAQS1 and the annual NAAQS2. 

 
4. What makes up a justification submission? 

“States are required to establish a clear causal relationship 
between the high winds and the natural event.” 
 
a. Meteorological (MET) Data – Wind Speeds and Wind Direction and 

Moisture/Precipitation Data is required as a significant part of the 
submitted report (National Weather Service and Local Monitoring Site 
MET data).  Wind Gust exceeding the 25-mph threshold {June 2001 Clark 
County, Las Vegas Valley PM10 State Implementation Plan (PM10 SIP)} 
overwhelms the native desert environment and stabilized vacant land 
areas.  For the most part, the high wind events that Clark County has 
experienced have had peak gusts exceeding 45 mph. 

                                                 
1 24-hour PM10 NAAQS is exceeded when the average 24-hour PM10 concentration exceeds 150 µg/m3

2 Annual PM10 NAAQS is violated when the average arithmetic mean concentration for the past 3 calendar 
years is greater than 50 µg/m3  
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b. The hourly PM10 sampled mass will be compared to wind data, to support 

source receptor relationship (Comparison and Contrast Data— e.g. Day 
before event, Day of Event and Day after the Event Analysis). 

 
c. Photographs/Video and Maps of the area showing sources of emissions are 

required {Aerial, GIS-Open Door, and real-time photographs of the actual 
event while in progress (if possible) or after the event}.  

 
d. Local newspaper articles documenting the event (Las Vegas Review 

Journal, Las Vegas Sun and Henderson Home News, etc.) will be part of 
the submission.  

 
e. A BACM (Best Available Control Measures) analysis – An analysis on 

what actions and activities were applied to the event to minimize the 
impact of the event on the health of the human population and the effects 
on the natural environment (Anthropogenic Sources).  What was done, and 
what was required as BACM - 1.  Extra Water Trucks, Cease Operations, 
DAQM Compliance/Enforcement activities in the field on the day of the 
event. 

 
5. Clark County DAQM standard operating procedures for High-Wind Natural 

Events is to send planning staff into the field (as available) to document as much 
of the event as possible and observe that BACM is in place during the event.  In 
the absence of this procedure, the day after the event is used for investigative 
purposes, by the planning staff concerning the high wind event.  

 
6. Clark County now has 18 months (due to U. S. EPA by September 1, 2003) from 

the first exceedance event (March 1, 2002), to submit a formal plan on how to 
address future High-Wind Natural Events called a “Natural Events Action Plan” 
(NEAP). 

 
 

“The type and amount of documentation provided for each event 
should be sufficient to demonstrate that the natural event occurred, and 
that it impacted a particular monitoring site in such a way as to cause 

the PM10 concentrations measured3.” 
 

 
 

(Any Further Questions, Please Contact:  Russ Merle Jr., DAQM Air Quality Planner at 455-1662) 

                                                 
3 U. S. EPA ‘ Natural Events Policy on “Areas Affected by PM10 Natural Events”, Memorandum from 
Mary D. Nichols, Assistant Administrator for Air and Radiation to Regional Air Division Directors dated 
May 30, 1996, pg. 11, Para. 3. 
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AGENDA 
DEPARTMENT OF AIR QUALITY & ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee 
 

COUNTY OF CLARK, STATE OF NEVADA 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the Clark County Technical Advisory Committee 
has been called and will be held on Tuesday, March 22, 2005 at 9 a.m., in the 4th floor Gold 
Room, of the Clark County Government Center, 500 South Grand Central Pkwy, Las Vegas, 
Nevada, 89155.  Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered.  Unless otherwise 
stated, items may be taken out of the order presented at the discretion of the chairperson.  
 

I. Call To Order 
II. Approval of Minutes of the October 26, 2004 and February 22, 2005 Meeting 
III. Monthly Air Quality Executive Summary Report for February 2005 (report, 

discussion)  
IV. Revisions to Air Quality Regulation Section 58 (update) (Michael Uhl) 
V. Revisions to Air Quality Regulation Section 2 (update) (Richard Ansson) 

VI. Natural Events Action Plan (status report) (Russ Merle) 
VII. Air Quality Modeling and Inventory Contracts (update) (Dennis Ransel) 

VIII. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
IX. Next Meeting Date and Time – April 26, 2005 
X. Public Comment 

No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been 
specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action will be taken. 

XI. Adjourn 
 
Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons desiring to attend the 
meeting.  Please contact Elonda Potter at (702) 455-1606 in advance so that arrangements may be conveniently 
made. 
 
Dated, March 16, 2005 
 
Lewis Wallenmeyer 
Department of Air Quality  & Environmental Management 
 

AFFADAVIT OF POSTING 
The above notice/agenda of a meeting of the Clark County Department of Air Quality and Environmental 
Management Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee scheduled for Tuesday, March 22, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. was 
posted on or before the third working day before the meeting per Open Meeting Law requirements at the following 
locations: 
 
Clark County Government Center Lobby   Winchester Community Center 
Paradise Community Center    Clark County Courthouse Annex 
Spring Valley Library 
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Clark County Clark County 
Natural Events Action Plan Natural Events Action Plan 

(Las Vegas & Apex Valleys) (Las Vegas & Apex Valleys) 

Technical Advisory Committee
March 22, 2005

What is a Natural Event Action What is a Natural Event Action 
Plan (NEAP)?Plan (NEAP)?

Refresher & UpdateRefresher & Update

Action and strategies to protect public health 
from dust generated by Natural Events (in 
Clark County - High Winds) through:

• Education
• Outreach
• Enhanced Enforcement Activity

Elements of the PlanElements of the Plan

Public Outreach and Education
High-wind event notification system - Imminent 
or occurring
Education and outreach programs
Medical Advisory Committee (MAC)

Air Quality Advisory Notice 
To Media (Radio, TV, Newspapers)
To Public (Schools, Care Centers)
FAX to Stationary Sources, Dust Permit holders

Elements of the Plan (contElements of the Plan (cont’’d)d)

The Medical Advisory Committee (MAC)
• MAC Membership

Clark County physicians from the fields of pulmonology, family 
and general medicine, geriatrics, pediatrics, and industrial health

• MAC Purpose 
Provides timely public health air quality health-related 
information to the public, including members of the media, local
schools and government entities (No specific or general diagnosis)

• MAC Coordination
MAC inquires are directed to the DAQEM Outreach Coordinator 
and/or the Clark County Public Information Office, which will 
contact the member physicians and coordinate/facilitate the 
response or interview
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Elements of the Plan Elements of the Plan (cont(cont’’d)d)

Conversion of Outreach and Educational
Literature to Spanish

• NEAP Briefing Document Handout available 
in English and Spanish versions

• NEAP Outreach Brochures available in 
English and Spanish versions

• NEAP Postcard Mailers available in English 
and Spanish versions

Steps CompletedSteps Completed
Public Meeting – March 15, 2005

• Hear comments and answer questions from 
the public

• BCC Authorizes AQ Director to finalize 
Plan/authorize staff to respond/address 
comments 

• Submit Plan to U.S. EPA for review and 
concurrence determination – April 2005 
timeframe

Questions?Questions?

Please Contact: Russ Merle Jr. Please Contact: Russ Merle Jr. 
DAQEM NEAP Coordinator at: DAQEM NEAP Coordinator at: 

702702--455455--59425942



 
 
 
 

Documentation of Public 
Notice and Review 

 
 

2. Public Notices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
On February 1, 2005 the Clark County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) at a regular 

meeting of the commission, opened the thirty-day public comment period for the Natural Events 
Action Plan (NEAP) for High-Wind Events in Clark County, Nevada. 
 

The Clark County Department of Air Quality and Environmental Management (DAQEM) 
will accept written comments on the NEAP until close of the Public Hearing by the BCC, scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 15, 2005.  The public may review the NEAP document on the departmental 
website at: http://www.co.clark.nv.us/Air_Quality/NEAP.html.   

 
A printed copy of the NEAP is available for review at the DAQEM offices, at the Clark 

County Government Center, 500 South Grand Central Parkway, 1st floor, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 

The Public Hearing will be held by the Clark County Board of Commissioners in the Clark 
County Commission Chambers, 500 South Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada, on Tuesday, 
March 15, 2005 at 10:00 am.  The purpose of this hearing is to hear public comments on the NEAP, 
and to consider the plan for adoption, and submission to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
 

For additional information please contact: Russell S. Merle Jr., Senior Air Quality Planner, at 
(702) 455-5942. 























































 
 
 
 

Documentation of Public 
Notice and Review 

 
 

3. News Releases 
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