
How to Incorporate a Business 
 

1. Choose a corporate name and identifier. 
a. business name, (“incorporated” or “corporation” or “company” or “llc” or “ltd” or “limited”)

2. Check business name availability by performing name checks by phone/phone directory, 
state’s website or by public records search. 

3. Prepare and file articles of incorporation with the Nevada Secretary of State Office. Visit their 
web site at: http://nvsos.gov/ 

a. File typed, completed articles of incorporation. 
b. Pay State filling fees. 
c. Appoint a person, usually registered agent to accept legal documents at legal address 

on behalf of the company.  
 
Additional Organizational Matters   

 

 Adopt articles of incorporation 
 Adopt bylaws of agreements 
 Elect officers 
 Maintain detailed records keeping 

 
Process to Complete the Incorporation Process  
 

1. Determine business structure: 
a. Sole Proprietor - owned by one individual. 
b. Partnership - more than one owner involved. 
c. Joint Venture - two or more parties to undertake economic activity together. Parties 

agree to create a new entity by contributing equity together, share revenues, expenses, 
and control of the enterprise. 

d. Limited Liability (LLC) - business organization structure that allows multiple owners and 
allows personal liability protection for the owners. 

e. C Corporation - separate legal entity distinct from its owner and engages in business, 
acquires property assets, and shareholders enjoy limited liability protection.  The extent 
of their losses is limited to the amount of their investments. 

f. S Corporation – formed to comply with sub-chapter S of the IRS Code.  Shareholders 
are protected from double taxation, where income is first taxed at the company level, 
and then again at the individual level. 

g. Professional Corporation (PC) – business structure formed by individuals or groups 
composed of professionals such as doctors, lawyers, accountants, etc. to provide 
professional services consisting of professionals licensed to practice particular 
professional services. 

h. Non-Profit Corporation – business to perform activities and enter transactions without 
the non-business goals of the Non-Profit Corporation.   

2. Get Federal Tax ID number or employer Identification # from the IRS 
3. Obtain a Business License.  Visit the Business License web site at: 

http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/depts/business_license/Pages/default.aspx 
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