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 Interpretation:    

Sections 510.3 through 510.3.3.5 and 510.7.4 of the Mechanical Code, states the requirements 
for fire resistive access openings into grease ducts.  .  
 

Field Application:    

1. Access Location 
a. Duct access doors shall be located such that service personnel can gain unrestricted 

entrance to the access door and duct and shall not be obstructed by structures, electrical 
components, other mechanical systems or similar impediments. 

b. Access doors shall be located on the sides of horizontal ducts or at the top of the duct 
whichever is more accessible.  Access doors shall not be located on the bottom of 
horizontal ducts. 

c. Access doors shall be located at every change in direction of the duct. 
d. Horizontal access openings shall be located a maximum of 12 feet on center. 
e. Vertical access openings:  One access opening shall be located at the top of the vertical 

riser. 

2. Sizes 
a. Access door openings shall be as large as the duct allows leaving a one and one-half (1-

1/2”) inch bottom lip and one (1”) inch top and side lip. 
b. One horizontal access not less than one 20x20 inches opening shall be provided for 

personnel entry.  When an opening this size for cleaning is not possible, opening large 
enough for cleaning shall be provided at 12 feet intervals. 

3. Access Door Construction 
a. Access openings shall be equipped with tight-fitting doors constructed of steel having a 

thickness not less than that required for the duct. 
b. Access doors shall be equipped with a substantial method of latching, sufficient to hold 

the door tightly closed. 
c. Access doors shall be so designed that they can be opened without the use of a tool. 
d. Access doors and openings shall be so constructed that there are not sharp edges which 

could cause injury to service personnel. 
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4. Fire Rated Duct Enclosure Openings 
a. In Type I and Type IIA construction, the duct shall be enclosed by two-hour fire resistive 

construction, constructed as required by the IBC for shaft enclosures.  Access doors in the 
enclosure shall be two-hour rated and listed for that use.  The enclosure access door shall 
be no smaller than the required duct access door in the duct it serves. 

b. In type IIB, III, IV, VA and VB construction the duct shall be enclosed by a minimum of 
one-hour fire resistive construction, constructed as required by the IBC for shaft 
enclosures.  Access doors in the enclosure shall be one-hour rated and listed for that use.  
The enclosure access doors shall be no smaller than the required duct access door size in 
the duct it serves. 

5. Wash-Down Systems 
 When a complete duct wash-down system is provided, the access requirements as 

described herein may not be required.  Proposal and approval for such systems shall 
be reviewed on a case by case basis by plans check. 
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