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 Interpretation:   The Mechanical Code requires that all joints and seams of duct systems be 
made substantially airtight.  The intent of the code is to prevent air leakage 
into floor/ceiling assemblies or attic spaces that are not conditioned.  Metallic 
duct systems installed within commercial structures that serve a common 
conditioned space where no ceiling is intended and the duct remains exposed 
shall be allowed to be installed without the use of joint sealant at duct and 
fitting connections.      

 

 

Field Application:    Metallic duct and fitting connections shall not be required to be made air-tight 
in commercial construction when placed in rooms without ceilings or above 
ceilings in which air passes freely to the floor area.  The intent of this 
interpretation is to permit low pressure duct systems to be installed without 
duct joint sealants when ceiling and floor areas share common air.   

This application will apply to low pressure duct systems.  It shall not apply to 
medium or high pressure duct systems.         
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