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March 9, 2007 
 

To: INDUSTRY 
 
RE: 2006 IBC STRUCTURAL STEEL SEISMIC PROVISIONS 
 
The 2006 International Building Code (IBC) has been adopted by Clark County.  The 
2006 IBC will become effective on May 1, 2007.  The 2006 IBC has new referenced 
standards for structural steel.  The 2005 Seismic Provisions (AISC 341-05) and the 
Prequalified Connections for Special and Intermediate Steel Moment Frames for 
Seismic Applications (AISC 358-05) have been adopted as referenced standards in the 
2006 IBC.  Additionally, Clark County will be adopting the Structural Welding Code – 
Seismic Supplement (AWS D1.8) in the next version of the Building Administrative 
Code.   
 
The 2006 IBC and referenced standards require the new seismic provisions for steel 
connections in the seismic load resisting system (SLRS) for: 
 

1. all structures in seismic design categories D, E, or F, 
2. any structure in seismic design category A, B, or C designed with a 

seismic response coefficient (R) greater than 3, 
3. and cantilevered columns, regardless of the seismic design category. 

 
The new seismic provisions have many additional requirements for engineers, 
fabricators, erectors, and quality assurance agencies.  The new seismic provisions are 
very similar to the documents FEMA 350 and FEMA 353.  There are new provisions for 
steel connections in the SLRS for fabrication, inspection, welder qualifications, and 
inspection personnel qualifications.  Clark County Development Services Department 
will be enforcing the new provisions on projects permitted under the 2006 IBC.  It is 
imperative that all Clark County approved steel fabricators, erectors, and quality 
assurance agencies become familiar with these new standards.  
 
  
Scott Telford 
Principal Engineer 
 
SJT:cfc 
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