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MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Bureau of Land Management    Marilyn Peterson 
Bureau of Land Management    Mark Chattertan 
Clark County Board of Commissioners   Tom Collins 
Clark County Dept. of Air Quality & Environmental Management Chuck Richter 
Horizon Properties    Virginia Pietrafeso 
Nellis Air Force Base Terrence Henderson 
Nevada Operating Engineers Local 12  Cary Parker 
The Sixth Degree Randi Lyn Reed 
Skancke Consulting     Ryan Arnold 
Southern Nevada Off Road Enthusiasts Don Wall 
Southern Nevada Trails Zack Livreri 
Thumpertalk      Brian Wilson 
 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:  
Assembly District 20    Joe Hardy 
Clark County Parks & Recreation Steve Corry 
Clark County Parks & Recreation  Michael Flores 
Friends of Gold Butte    Terri Robertson 
Las Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority Julian Dugas 
Nellis Air Force Base Deborah MacNeill 
Stanley Engineering Dan Bender 
 
STAFF: 
Clark County Comprehensive Planning  Michael Popp 
Clark County Comprehensive Planning  Bruce Sillitoe 

 
1. Compliance with Open Meeting Law.  Commissioner Collins called the meeting of the Clark 

County Comprehensive Planning Nellis Dunes Advisory Committee to order on Monday, April 6, 
2009 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. Approval of December 15, 2008 & January 26, 2009 Meeting Minutes.  The minutes were 

unanimously approved with a correction list regarding the 12/15/08 and 01/26/09 minutes provided 
by Nellis Air Force Base. 

 
3. Nomination of Chair and Vice-Chair (Nellis Dunes Advisory Committee).  Nominations for 

Chair:  Tom Collins was unanimously elected as Chair.  Nominations for 1st Vice Chair:  Ryan 
Arnold was unanimously elected as 1st Vice Chair.  Nominations for 2nd Vice Chair:  Dan Bender 
was unanimously elected as 2nd Vice Chair.  

 
4.  Nomination of Chair (Park Uses Sub-Committee).  Nominations for Chair:  Brian Wilson was 

unanimously elected as Chair. 
  
5. Nomination of Chair (Finance Sub-Committee).  Nominations for Chair:  Steven Corry was 

unanimously elected as Chair. 
 
6. Nomination of Chair (Natural Resources Sub-Committee).  Nominations for Chair:  Terri 

Robertson was unanimously elected as Chair. 
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7. Discussion on Nellis Dunes Vision, Mission & Goals and Management Plan.  The Committee 
provided the following suggestions for the Vision, Mission and Goals.  The Vision, Mission and 
Goals will be a work in progress and Mr. Popp encourages Committee members to edit these 
suggestions and add new ones as necessary.  This item will be placed on the next meeting agenda 
for further discussion and amendment. 

 
 Vision 

 To promote safe, responsible and organized OHV recreation. 
Mission 
 To facilitate a family oriented environment that would provide locals and the off-road 

community with an organized track and open desert recreation opportunities. 
Goals 
 Encourage Congress to preserve and protect the Nellis Dunes Recreation area. 
 Encourage Congress to convey a military buffer zone to protect the mission of Nellis Air Force 

Base. 
 Encourage Congress to convey 1,000 acres within the Nellis Dunes Recreation area. 
 Encourage Congress to specially designate the remaining Nellis Dunes recreation area to BLM. 
 Encourage work with the Congressional Delegation. 
 Provide a seamless relationship between County uses and BLM uses. 
 Clark County to promote all highway recreation. 
 Promote off-highway use for BLM.  
 Produce a financially viable, self-sustaining, off-road vehicle facility. 
 Provide a safe environment compatible with Nellis Dunes operations in the area. 
 Park opening in 2012 (members were undecided whether this was more appropriate as a goal 

or an objective). 
Objectives 
 Draft an Interlocal Agreement between Clark County, BLM and Nellis Air Force Base. 
 Develop multiple venues for various types of OHV uses and other uses. 

 
Mr. Wall commented that if the park was to open in 2012, dust abatement issues haven’t been 
addressed.  Tom Collins interjected that there are exemptions out there.  Mr. Popp replied that staff 
has been working very hard with the Department of Air Quality and Environmental Management 
and is happy with the outcome so far.  Additionally, the committee members may add this topic as 
an item on the next agenda if they so desire. 

 
8. Receive a report from Park Uses Sub-Committee.  Mr. Wilson stated that they are looking into 

motorcross racing, organized events and different ways to sub-divide the 1,000 acres and how to 
provide facilities throughout it such as: truck racing, motor bikes, and long distance desert racing 
They are also determining which uses would fit best within the 1,000 acre area such as:  100 acre 
segments for motorcross and truck racing and mini-bikes, hill climbs etc.  The main focus is 
finding a way to get the main traffic loop through, that will allow easy access and parking for each 
one of the facilities along the 1,000 acres.  One idea that came to mind was a mid-way structure 
that could bring traffic from within and from outside land to a shared central location in the midst 
of all the action.  Mr. Wall interjected that the company, PABCO Gypsum wasn’t aware of the 
Nellis Dunes recreation park project.  Members stated that PABCO is welcome to attend the 
upcoming meeting to be briefed.  Commissioner Collins commented that when thinking about 
“organized events” he suggested looking for someone, whether it is Clark County or an individual 
in the private sector who can coordinate and schedule all events on a master calendar. Mr. Wall 
suggested coordinating permit deadlines to coincide with BLM’s to avoid duplication or overlap.  
Mr. Chatterton believes that the Interlocal Agreement between Clark County, BLM and Nellis Air 
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Force Base will resolve any issues pertaining to permits, planning, etc.  In Mr. Popp’s opinion he 
believes they have addressed 85% - 90% of the issues brought up by the 3 entities and are 
confident that the Interlocal Agreement is almost complete.  Commissioner Collins stated that once 
the Interlocal Agreement is finalized it will need to be submitted to the Clark County D.A.’s office 
then the Board of County Commissioners for review. 

 
9. Receive a report from Resource Sub-Committee.   Mr. Popp presented the report on Ms. 

Robertson’s behalf.  Mr. Popp outlined a main trails access loop ranging between the South Trail 
Head access to the North Trail Head access in the Nellis Dunes area and the types of uses that may 
branch from the loop.  They are trying to refrain from constructing a traditional road system.  They 
really liked a model at the Shooting Park with 32 foot width roads that taper out to the edges of the 
desert.  They are looking at either a PM-10 type of layout with 5 inches on 2 inches or a full 
constructed road with 8 to 10 inches of Type II asphalt (Type II base) on what would be capped as 
a 2 inch road bond (this material is being tested).  The Southern Nevada Water Authority visited 
the area on the resource side looking at a couple temporary wells that could be tapped into until 
permanent usage along Las Vegas Boulevard is available to get things up and running.  They are 
also looking into terminal water storage facilities between 15,000 and 20,000 gallons that could be 
placed close and used for the start of races or remote locations for track use.  They received 
mapping from BLM regarding plants and species and found that there is nothing within the 1,000 
acres.  When the recreation area is up and running it was suggested that someone should go on 
Channel 4 to promote and educate the public about the recreation area.  Mr. Richter commented 
that in the Air Quality Regulations, Section 92 there is a section pertaining to parking lots which 
states, “parking lots or rural areas, camp grounds, trail heads etc, that are outside the BLM disposal 
boundary do not have to be paved.” When trail heads for equestrian facilities located within the 
BLM disposal boundary were being developed within BLM’s disposal boundary the equestrian 
community had to review that and noted that they didn’t want them to be paved so it’s going to 
require a written change.  Commissioner Collins added that if those trails and the equestrian trails 
could be coordinated there wouldn’t be air quality issues. 

  
10. House of Representative Bill, HR 765 Update.  The bill was introduced by Dean Heller on 

January 28, 2009 and co-signed by Shelley Berkley and Dina Titus.  The bill is in the House and in 
Natural Resources and House Armed Services.  Mr. Popp commented that this bill does not have 
issues with the delegation much as the delegation is trying to bundle it in a package to get it passed 
on the House or Senate floor.  There isn’t an opposition of the Nellis Dunes project per say, it’s 
getting Congress to work together to pass any legislation out of Nevada.  Commissioner Collins 
interjected that he believes Congressman Heller asked that this project stand alone as well as Gold 
Butte, which is why they were deliberately left out of the ombudsmen. 

 
11. Next Meeting.  It is suggested that the next meeting be set for May 4, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
12. Public Comments & Discussion.  Mr. Popp provided a handout about the latest information on 

AB 31 and mentioned that it was held, pending action.  Commissioner Collins distributed phone 
numbers of the Government Affairs Committee that will be deciding this on Wednesday, April 15th. 
 If the people listed are their legislators or if they know them, Commissioner Collins encourages 
members to call them at:  702-486-2626; 1-800-978-2878; 1-800-995-9080; or 1-800-992-0973 
and ask them for their support.  Currently, there may not be the votes to pass AB 31 out of the 
Government Affairs Committee; and if it doesn’t get passed out on Friday, April 17th the bill will 
most likely be deceased.  The Friday deadline is when all bills have to be out of the committee of 
each House. 
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 Commissioner Collins suggested adding Craig Galati on the next meeting agenda. 
 
 Members suggested adding a discussion about air quality on the next meeting agenda. 
 
13. Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 

 
 

For more information about the Nellis Dunes project please visit our website: 
www.accessclarkcounty.com/depts/comprehensive_planning/nellis/Pages/nellisdunes.aspx 

http://www.accessclarkcounty.com/depts/comprehensive_planning/nellis/Pages/nellisdunes.aspx

