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MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Assembly District 20    Joe Hardy 
Bureau of Land Management    Marilyn Peterson 
Bureau of Land Management    Bob Dieli 
Clark County Dept. of Air Quality & Environmental Management Chuck Richter 
Clark County Parks & Recreation Steve Corry 
Friends of Gold Butte    Terri Robertson 
Horizon Properties    Virginia Pietrafeso 
Nellis Air Force Base Pat Thorstad 
Nevada Operating Engineers Local 12  Cary Parker 
Skancke Consulting     Ryan Arnold  
Southern Nevada Off Road Enthusiasts Don Wall 
Stanley Engineering Dan Bender 
The Sixth Degree Randi Lyn Reed 
Thumpertalk      Brian Wilson 
 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:  
Clark County Board of Commissioners   Tom Collins 
Las Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority Julian Dugas  
Nellis Air Force Base Deborah MacNeill 
Southern Nevada Trails Zack Livreri 
 
MEMBERS RESIGNED: 
Clark County Parks & Recreation  Michael Flores 
 
STAFF: 
Clark County Comprehensive Planning  Michael Popp 
 

 
1. Compliance with Open Meeting Law.  Mr. Arnold called the meeting of the Clark County 

Comprehensive Planning Nellis Dunes Advisory Committee to order on Monday, August 3, 2009 
at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. Approval of May 4, 2009 and June 1, 2009 Meeting Minutes.  The meeting minutes were 

unanimously approved. 
 
3. New Member Appointment.  This item was unanimously held to the next meeting. 
 
4. Receive a report from the Resources Sub-Committee (Water & Open Space Analysis).  Mr. 

Popp stated that a number of environmental studies have been conducted by staff for the entire Las 
Vegas Valley regarding plant species, tortoises, etc.  and asked if the committee could utilize and 
add onto the information.  The land use plans are in place so staff is not too concerned about land 
uses.  Further down the road there will be land use applications that will come before this 
committee that may affect the open space plan.  The physical resources have been completed and 
there is a substantial amount of flood control identified and studied from the FEMA level down to 
ground level.  There are a couple channels in the Nellis Dunes site that may pose an issue; 
however, Mr. Popp, Mr. Arnold and Mr. Bender have toured the site these past four weeks and 
believe the area is in good shape and won’t be faced with an issue. 
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 Mr. Popp pointed out areas of critical importance which is the Sunrise Management Area within 
the Nellis Dunes site.  Ms. Peterson added there is an “ACEC” in that area, which stands for “Area 
of Critical Environmental Concern” and involves bear poppies and other plant species.  Not all 
ACEC’s are managed the same way; it depends on the resources that are being protected and to 
keep people on designated routes and not to allow cross-country travel in those areas.  There are no 
control measures in place for all ACEC areas, only when there is an issue that BLM will fence off 
an area and place signage advising citizens about designated routes.  The original southern 
boundary is just outside the hatch line.  Originally, the eastern boundary was inside the Special 
Recreation Management Area.  The objective is to square up the site by obtaining the 1,000 acre 
conveyance and expanding the park at the same time, which are joined to the same legislation bill, 
H.R. 765. 

 
Mr. Popp pointed out PABCO road on the map for members.  Mr. Parker mentioned he has 
extensively traveled PABCO road and there is a large amount of fencing already in place to keep 
people from entering Gypsum Cave.  There is access into the area; however, PABCO security 
escorts people from the area because they consider it to be their land.  Ms. Robertson commented 
that two years ago survey work was performed at Gypsum Cave to determine if it was on BLM 
land or if the land belonged to the mine, and inquired if a resolution was made after the survey was 
completed.  Ms. Peterson wasn’t aware of anything being made official; however, BLM will look 
into it.  Ms. Robertson noted that if the newly added area included Gypsum Cave than there were 
springs now included in it also. 

  
Ms. Robertson also informed the committee that there already was in place a group known as 
"Citizens for Active Management of the Sunrise Frenchman Area."  She asked if anyone thought 
they should be informed of the bill. 

  
 Mr. Popp stated that the sub-committee looked into scenic and cultural resources (viewsheds, 

visibility, trails, etc.) and professional services and mapped them out. Mr. Popp discussed the 
spatial groups in the 1,000 acres and how it relates to the SNORE course because they are 
exploring connectivity.  The map also depicted active plant material.  It was discovered that there 
are few bear poppies and buckwheat in the Nellis Dunes area.   

 
 Mr. Richter commented that one of their staff was tasked to research what out-of-state OHV 

communities were doing in regard to permits and which ones were in non-attainment for PM-10.  It 
was difficult to determine what kinds of activities were performed in those communities from their 
websites.  Mr. Richter commented that generators or similar equipment that produce emissions (use 
gasoline or diesel), a stationary source permit would be required; however, if OHV groups brought 
in mobile generators and/or other equipment and removed them when they leave the area it would 
be considered temporary and would not require a stationary source permit.  Another option is to 
have OHV groups that lease tracks for events apply for permits instead of Clark County.  Study: 
Dust emission by off-road driving: Experiments on 17 arid soil types, Nevada, USA calculated 255 
tons of PM-10 annually in the entire Nellis Dunes area (not just the 1,000 acre area). At the May 4, 
2009 Nellis Dunes Advisory Committee meeting Ms. Gingras mentioned if the area produced over 
70 tons of PM-10 annually, it would be considered a major source category (Title 5), and would 
have to produce offsets for PM-10, which would not be a favorable option for this park.  The goal 
would be to keep the PM-10 under 70 tons. 
 

5. Receive a report from the Uses Sub-Committee (Park).  Mr. Wilson commented that they 
reviewed the various terrains and elevations in the Nellis Dunes area that would be suitable for 
specific uses (i.e. motorcross, Jeep rock climbing, spectator areas, connectivity between use areas 
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etc.) then utilized Google Earth to access 3-D views of the terrain and created maps using the 
images.  Mr. Wilson is willing to email the maps to members if they’re interested.  Mr. Popp 
believes the 3-D images would be a great tool for a future website for the public to access if they 
are curious about a particular use/area. 

   
6. Interlocal Agreement Update.  Clark County, BLM and Nellis Air Force Base have been working 

on an Interlocal Agreement and are approximately 95% complete; however, the Interlocal 
Agreement wasn’t completed by the time a resolution (Item #35) went before the Board of County 
Commissioners on July 21, 2009 stating that Clark County, BLM and Nellis Air Force Base intend 
to enter into an Interlocal Agreement.  It also outlined the history of what the three entities have 
been working on and their goals.  The resolution was approved as recommended. 

 
7. H.R. 765 Update.  The Legislature was hoping to get the bill done before they recessed in August; 

however, it didn’t make it out of the House of Representatives.  Mr. Popp stated that the 
Legislature will return in September.  Staff was asked to collect letters from surrounding private 
owners in the Nellis Dunes area.  Mr. Popp has met with PABCO and the mining operators, and 
plans to meet with the Motor Speedway and other private owners in the area.  Mr. Popp mentioned 
that 1956 mining claims are owned by Diamond Construction.  One of the requirements mentioned 
in the bill is to work with Diamond Construction to resolve the mine issue by either allowing them 
to keep the mining claims, or they could walk away but would most likely want to be compensated 
for their investment, or the mining areas could be omitted from the park plan.   

  
8. Next Meeting.  It is suggested that the next meeting be set for October 5, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
9. Public Comments & Discussion.  Mr. Wilson asked about State Registration and if there was a 

way to obtain some funds.  Mr. Dieli believes someone has been designated to monitor the funds, 
and in order to obtain funding plans would need to be in place.  Additionally, there is most likely 
an approval process involved.  Mr. Bender asked Mr. Popp if he would do some research about the 
status of the Green Sticker Law then give the Committee an update at the next meeting.  In Mr. 
Bender’s personal opinion, he would like the Board to tag onto the Green Sticker issue because it’s 
not what everyone wants it to be and was brought forth for a completely different reason and would 
caution this Committee about their involvement in the subject.   

 
 Mr. Wall discussed the race course and the yellow area on the map identified as solar.  Mr. Wall 

mentioned that over PABCO road there is a race course and would like to make sure it would be 
clear of the solar area.    

  
10. Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m.   

 
 

For more information about the Nellis Dunes project please visit our website: 
www.accessclarkcounty.com/depts/comprehensive_planning/nellis/Pages/nellisdunes.aspx 

http://www.accessclarkcounty.com/depts/comprehensive_planning/nellis/Pages/nellisdunes.aspx

