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MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Bureau of Land Management    Marilyn Peterson 
Clark County Dept. of Air Quality & Environmental Management Chuck Richter 
Clark County Parks & Recreation Steve Corry 
Friends of Gold Butte    Terri Robertson 
Las Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority Julian Dugas 
Nellis Air Force Base William Cadwallader 
Skancke Consulting     Ryan Arnold 
Southern Nevada Off Road Enthusiasts Don Wall 
Southern Nevada Trails Nichole Davis 
N/A Curtis Cummings 
 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:  
Assembly District 20    Joe Hardy 
Clark County Board of Commissioners   Tom Collins 
Horizon Properties    Virginia Pietrafeso 
Nellis Air Force Base Deborah MacNeill 
Nevada Operating Engineers Local 12  Cary Parker 
Ride Now Tina Goatcher 
Southern Nevada Trails Zack Livreri 
Stanley Engineering Dan Bender 
N/A John Pellissier 
 
STAFF: 
Clark County Comprehensive Planning  Michael Popp 
Commission District “B” Janice Ridondo 
 

 
1. Compliance with Open Meeting Law.  Mr. Arnold called the meeting of the Clark County 

Comprehensive Planning Nellis Dunes Advisory Committee to order on Monday, December 7, 
2009 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. Approval of October 5, 2009 Meeting Minutes.  The meeting minutes were unanimously 

approved.  Mr. Cummings Abstained. 
 
3. 2010 Nellis Dunes Advisory Committee Meeting Schedule.  Mr. Popp made a recommendation 

that the committee meetings be scheduled every other month instead of monthly.  Once Bill HR 
765 passes the committee may resume monthly meetings.  The recommendation was unanimously 
approved.  The January 4, 2010 meeting will be cancelled and the new schedule will start with the 
next meeting in February 2010. 

 
4. Introduction of New Members 2010.  Mr. Cummings introduced himself and shared a brief 

overview of his background.  Mr. Popp gave the committee a brief introduction about the 
additional new members, Ms. Goatcher and Mr. Pellissier since they were not present. 
 

5. Update on HR 765 and Tours.   Clark County Manager, Virginia Valentine, the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and Nellis Air Force Base, Department of Defense provided testimony about 
Bill HR 765 on November 5, 2009.  No major amendments or opposition were voiced from the 
Committee on Natural Resources.  The meeting can be viewed online at 
http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/.  A revised map of the Nellis Dunes National OHV 

http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/
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Recreation Area was distributed to the committee.  The economic area highlighted in orange on the 
map was moved farther south and is now well out of the flight path.  Nellis Air Force Base was 
pleased with the change because the area was originally underneath the flight path.  Areas 
highlighted in green on the map will be conveyed to Nellis Air Force Base.  Blue areas highlighted 
on the map are a concern for Nellis Air Force Base since they perform live ordinance testing and 
detonation in that location and would like to manage and maintain those areas.  The ACEC (Area 
of Critical Environmental Concern) and a Special Recreation Area were aligned on the map per a 
delegation request from Washington D.C.  Mining claims in the area and gravel plants west of Las 
Vegas Boulevard North were removed from the map because Clark County and the federal 
government are unable to purchase them by law.  The changes made to the map reduced the area 
from approximately 13,200 acres to approximately 10,000 acres.  The economic support in Bill HR 
765, Clark County established a revenue sharing plan with BLM.  In the bill it will state that any 
revenue generated must be spent on the Nellis Dunes.  All entities involved were content with the 
revenue sharing plan. 

 
Mr. Wall asked which area S.N.O.R.E falls under.  Mr. Popp replied they currently operate in the 
Nellis Dunes Open Space area and BLM land and are inclusive in Clark County’s study and are 
identified in the management plan.  A question was raised about the difference between Special 
Recreation Management (SRM) areas and Extensive Recreation Management (ERM) areas and if 
races have to take place in SRM areas.  Ms. Peterson clarified that the Nellis Dunes is in a SRM 
area which is considered an open area, ERM areas are existing roads, trails and dry washes. 
 

 Mr. Popp gave Senator Ensign’s staff a tour of the Nellis Dunes area in late November.  The 
Legislative Director, Ms. Pam Thiessen has joined Senator Ensign’s office and is interested in 
taking a tour.  The senator’s office hopes to see something go before the Senate by Christmas or 
January 2010. 

 
 Mr. Popp commented the County is meeting with other staff in various departments and other 

public entities to brainstorm ideas and solutions to potential issues when developing a lease 
agreement so that by the time Bill HR 765 passes, a plan would be submitted to developers right 
away.  At this time the County is uncertain whether they will utilize a master developer or many 
developers to build out the Nellis Dunes area.   

   
6. Review Vision, Mission, Goals for 2010.   Mr. Arnold requested that this item be placed on the 

next meeting agenda to allow the committee time to review the 2010 Vision, Mission and Goals 
(VMG’s).   Following this meeting Mr. Popp will email the committee stating what subjects need 
to be considered.  Additionally, once Bill HR 765 passes it may affect the VMG’s.  The committee 
will revisit the VMG’s to determine if anything needs to be revised.   
 
Some members questioned how much influence this committee would have on the Board of County 
Commissioners (BCC) in regards to their recommendations and input to develop the Nellis Dunes 
area.  Mr. Popp replied this committee will have much influence; however, the BCC will ultimately 
make the final decisions.  
 
The County is considering doing a Right-Of-Way Agreement through BLM to obtain power to off-
set the County’s energy bills because acquiring a conveyance for solar power was not feasible since 
BLM would receive 100% of the revenue generated.   
 
Mr. Wall mentioned that S.N.O.R.E. has a contractor ready to propose doing the truck modular and 
would like to bring the proposal to the table.  S.N.O.R.E is paying the contractor to do all the work 
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on their approval; however, a small amount of money would be needed since they are paying the 
majority.   Water Well Services offered to dig a well and S.N.O.R.E. will pay for those services 
also.  Mr. Popp mentioned they are considering installing 3 wells.  The Southern Nevada Water 
Authority performed electromagnetic testing and discovered there is clean water available at 500 
feet.  It hasn’t been determined yet whether potable water and/or a reservoir will be used.   
 
A comment was made that the committee should decide which meeting in 2010 they would like to 
do a Bill Draft Request (BDR) listing who they would like to work with (senators, assemblymen 
etc).  The committee’s goal is to have the Nellis Dunes recreation area operational by 2012. 

 
7. Next Meeting.  It is suggested that the next meeting be set for February 1, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
8. Public Comments & Discussion.  Mr. Popp commented that the Blue Ribbon Coalition, ORBA 

(Off-Road Business Association) and Duane Taylor, Director of the Federal Affairs Motorcycle 
Industry Council contacted staff to give their support for the Nellis Dunes project.  Mr. Popp hopes 
the next level will be to engage other organizations and if the committee sees fit, obtain letters of 
support, testimonial etc. to submit to Congress showing the level of support for the project. 

  
9. Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.   

 
 

For more information about the Nellis Dunes project please visit our website: 
www.accessclarkcounty.com/depts/comprehensive_planning/nellis/Pages/nellisdunes.aspx 

http://www.accessclarkcounty.com/depts/comprehensive_planning/nellis/Pages/nellisdunes.aspx

