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On the cover:  City of Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn G. Goodman, Councilwoman Lois Tarkanian and Councilman Steve 
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Introduction 

The intent of this list is to provide a single, region-wide reference for homeowners and community gardeners 

to select appropriate plants when planning out their gardens in the Las Vegas area. This list is not intended 

for commercial crop or food production, as the local soil conditions and water usage of many of these plants 

hinder large-scale commercial viability. 

Best Practices 

Gardening in raised beds is a common practice here in Southern Nevada, as native soils contain high salt 

levels and low amounts of organic matter. Many times gardeners will find that raised beds are easier to 

create and maintain than to dig in and amend native alkaline soils. Utilizing a layer of organic mulch is 

strongly recommended in fruit and vegetable gardening to control soil temperatures, conserve water usage 

and regulate weeds. 

Variety Selection 

Given the complex climate challenges of Southern Nevada, certain varieties of fruits and vegetables work 

better than others. When particular varieties of fruit or vegetables are specified, it is because they have been 

proven to be better, more reliable selections for our region. While other varieties of fruits or vegetables not 

shown on this list may be available at retail locations, careful research should be conducted to ensure that 

the chosen plant variety will perform satisfactory in our climate and produce reliable edibles. 
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