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Press Releases Regarding Radiation Exposure, Update #1 
 
Description: FEMA Region IX remains in touch with responsible lead agencies regarding the 
aftermath of the M9.0 Japanese Earthquake on 03/11/2011. While FEMA Region IX is NOT the 
lead agency for this incident, we remain dedicated to facilitating timely information flow. 
 
Summary: See attached file for full articles; summary below: 
 
Federal/State Outreach Updates 
 
- EPA has 11 fixed monitoring stations (RadNet) in CA to detect Gamma Ray and particulate 
matter 
 
- Gamma Ray readout is immediate on their web site as counts per minute.  Particulate matter 
data is analyzed every 3 days. 
 
- EPA is deploying portable monitoring stations in the Pacific {Alaska (3), Hawaii (2), and Guam 
(2)}. EPA is evaluation additional monitors for the West Coast (CONUS). 
 
- DOE has a 34 member team in Japan conducting monitoring operations at the damaged 
Nuclear Power Plant. 
 
- CA Department of Public Health has established a Public Information Line for the Increased 
Radiological Interest:  (916) 341-3947 
 
- NOAA modeling: 
In the unlikely event that weather conditions develop, with the ability to transport radiological 
material towards the US, NOAA has predicted a 6 to 8 day timeframe for detectable radiological 
matter to reach the US mainland, if it reaches the US mainland at all.  
Predictions are that detectible radiological matter will not reach Guam/CNMI, Hawaii, or 
American Samoa.  
 
External Affairs Talking Points 
 
- TOPLINE POINTS 
 
-- The United States is continuing to do everything in its power to help Japan and American 
Citizens who were there at the time of these tragic events.   
 
-- USAID is coordinating the overall U.S. Government’s efforts in support of the Japanese 
Government’s response and is currently directing individuals to www.usaid.gov for information 
about response donations.   
 
-- The President is being kept up to date and is constantly being briefed by his National Security 
Staff. The National Security Staff in the White House is also coordinating a large interagency 
response with experts meeting around the clock to monitor the latest information coming out of 
Japan. 
 

http://www.usaid.gov/�


 
- JAPANESE ASSISTANCE 
 
-- Two Urban Search and Rescue Teams (LA County and Fairfax County teams) which total 144 
members plus 12 search and rescue canines and up to 45 metric tons of rescue equipment 
have begun searching for survivors.   
 
-- The American Red Cross (ARC) International Services team is supporting the Japanese Red 
Cross Society (JRCS) to assess the impact, determine response efforts, and assist the people 
of Japan.   
 
 
- US ACTIVITIES  
 
-- The US Government is studying every aspect of the Japanese disaster and the Japanese 
Government's response, with the goal of learning as much as possible from this review. 
 
-- As the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has said, we do not expect to see radiation at harmful 
levels reaching the U.S. from the damaged Japanese Nuclear Power Plant. As part of the 
Federal Government's continuing effort to make our activities and science transparent and 
available to the public, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will continue to keep all 
RadNet data available in the current online database. In addition, EPA plans to work with its 
Federal Partners to deploy additional monitoring capabilities to parts of the Western U.S. and 
U.S. Territories. 
 
-- As always, EPA is utilizing this existing nationwide radiation monitoring system, RadNet, 
which continuously monitors the nation's air and regularly monitors drinking water, milk and 
precipitation for environmental radiation.  
 
-- The FDA and USDA continue to ensure all our imported food remains safe, as they do every 
day. 
 


