
April 4, 2012 
 
 

CLARK COUNTY RULES FOR COMMITTEES PREPARING ARGUMENTS  
ADVOCATING AND OPPOSING APPROVAL OF THE  
LAUGHLIN INCORPORATION BALLOT QUESTION 

 
 
 

The following rules will apply to the Laughlin Incorporation Ballot Question which will be placed on the 
2012 Primary Election ballot:  
 
1. In a newspaper having a general circulation in Laughlin, the Registrar shall cause a notice signed by  
    him to be published advertising committee recruitment.  
 
2. Any person interested in serving on a committee may apply by completing the on-line Interest Form or  
    by requesting and submitting an Interest Form by April 25, 2012.  If an insufficient number of  
    individuals have applied to staff a three-person committee, the Registrar may attempt to solicit  
    additional volunteers through other means. 
 
3. Following review of the Interest Forms, the Registrar shall select an equal number of persons  
    advocating and opposing approval of the ballot question.  The Registrar will select committee  
    members based upon a review of  the Interest Forms and consultations with Clark County officials with  
    expertise in the subject area of the ballot question.  
 
4. No later than April 30, the Registrar will appoint two committees, one committee composed of three (3) 

persons whom are known to favor approval by the voters of the ballot question and one committee 
composed of three (3) persons whom are known to oppose approval by the voters of the ballot question.   

 
5. The term of office for each member commences upon his/her appointment and expires upon  
   publication of the sample ballot. 
 
6. Members serve without compensation. 
 
7. Staff support for the committee shall be provided by the Election Department, if requested.   
 
8. Each committee shall elect a chairperson, shall meet and conduct its affairs as required, and may seek  
     and consider comments from the general public. 
 
9. The committee favoring approval by the voters shall prepare an argument advocating approval by the  
 voters of the question limited to 400 words. 
 
10. The committee opposing approval by the voters shall prepare an argument opposing approval by the  
      voters of question limited to 400 words. 
 
 



11. Entire arguments in capital letters, indentations, stars, or bullets will not be accommodated.  
      Words that are underscored or in bold face type will be set in italics.  When submitted, each argument 
      must be typed. 
 
12. All factual statements must be accompanied by documentation.  If the committee uses a quote in its 
      argument or rebuttal, provide a copy of the source of the quote.   
 
13. Because the Registrar is required to review the arguments for statements that are factually inaccurate  
      or libelous, committees are encouraged to work with the Registrar as they prepare the argument  
      if they have any doubt about whether a statement is or is not acceptable. 
 
14.The arguments shall be submitted to the Registrar not later than 5:00 p.m. on May 11, 2012.  The  
  Chairperson shall indicate with his/her signature that the committee has approved the text or, if  
      the argument is submitted by email, the email should be submitted from the Chairperson’s email  
 address.   
 
15. The Registrar will review the arguments for statements that are factually inaccurate or libelous.  If the  
   Registrar determines a statement in an argument or rebuttal submitted by either committee is 
       libelous or factually inaccurate, he will contact the committee chairperson and offer the committee the 
      opportunity to amend the argument.  
 
15. If the committee contests the decision of the Registrar, the matter will be referred to the District  
      Attorney.    
 
16 The District Attorney shall review the statement and reasons for its rejection and may receive  
      evidence, documentary or testimonial to aid in the reaching a decision.  The District Attorney shall  
      issue a decision rejecting or accepting the statement.  The decision of the District Attorney is final for  
      purposes of judicial review.  
  
17. The Registrar shall place in the sample ballot provided to the registered voters of Laughlin the  
      argument prepared by each committee containing all statements not rejected as factually  
      inaccurate or libelous.  Arguments shall be placed under the heading “Argument  
      (Advocating) (Opposing) Question.  The words “Submitted by Ballot Question Committee” will  
      appear at the end of each argument and rebuttal.  
 
18. The Registrar may revise the language submitted by the committee so that it is clear, concise, and  
      suitable for incorporation in the sample ballot.  The Registrar will notify the chairperson of the  
      committee of any proposed revisions and shall not alter the meaning or effect of the committee’s  
      language without the consent of the committee.  
 
19. Word Count Standards: 
 
 A.  Names and titles of committee members preparing arguments are not counted. 
 
 B.  Punctuation is not counted. 
 



C. All geographical names shall be considered as one word; for example "Las Vegas" shall be           
          counted as one word. 
 
 D.  Each abbreviation for a word, phrase or expression shall be counted as one word; for example 
       "UNLV" shall be counted as one word. 
 
 E.  Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available dictionary shall be counted as one 
        word.  Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be counted as a separate word. 
 
 F.  Dates consisting of a combination of words and digits shall be counted as two words.  Dates 
       consisting only of a combination of digits shall be counted as one word. 
  
 G.  Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word.  Any number that  
       is spelled, such as "one," shall be considered as a separate word or words.  "One" shall be  
       counted as one word where "one hundred" shall be counted as two words.   The following  
       combinations are counted as one word: 1994, 25%, #5. 
 
 H.  Monetary amounts will be counted as one word; for example "$1,000,000" shall be counted as  
       one word. 
 
 
 
 
Harvard L. Lomax 
Registrar of Voters  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


