
 

Clark County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
Citizen Corps Council 
VEGAS PBS BUILDING 

3050 E. Flamingo Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89121 

LAS VEGAS, NV  
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

                               Wednesday, February 16, 2011 9:00 A.M. 
 

ATTENDANCE  
 
LEPC MEMBERS PRESENT: 
IRENE NAVIS, JANE SHUNNEY, DAN LAKE, CAROLYN LEVERING, ELAINE HOUSER, JOHN HORTON, MIKE 

CYPHERS, WARREN GLIDEWELL, BRETT HANDY,  BRIAN PASSOW, DONI WARD-MCCALLISTER, , SHANNON 

ROONEY, KIM FERGUSON, FAITH BORDEN, JOHN HIGLEY, TOM AXTELL, FELIX ACEVEDO, SUSAN CROWLEY, 
PAUL GERNER, KEVIN NICHOLSON, ROY MICHAEL 
 
LEPC ALTERNATES PRESENT: 
RICHARD BRENNER, CHRIS GREEN, GEORGE MOLNAR, RUBEN GORROLA, GENE PASINSKI, JOHN MIDDAUGH, 
DIMITRI THEODOREAU, DENNIS DOMANSKY, CHRIS SPROULE, JESS CAMPBELL 
 
LEPC MEMBERS ABSENT:  
FERNANDEZ LEARY, BRETT PRIMAS, LAWRENCE SANDS,  WAYNE WICK, TIFFANY SIMPKINS, KEVIN BRAME, 
DAVE GOSS, DAVE DAHL, GLENN CLOSSON, DAVID STUHAN, MIKE MURPHY, RYAN TURNER, WILLIAM 

RICHARDSON, MANNY BAY, MIKE RICHARDSON, PHIL KLEVORICK, FRED THOMPSON, KURT ADAIR, SCOTT 

FULLER 
 
 
      I.     Call to Order       
  
 Irene Navis LEPC Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:11 A.M. on Wednesday 
 February 16, 2011 in the Studio of Vegas PBS. 
 
      II.    Roll Call       

 
Irene Navis: Quorum present. 

 
      III.   Introductions and Comments 

 
The chair introduced newly appointed LEPC member organizations and then turned the 
meeting welcome over to speaker Tom Axtell, of Vegas PBS.  Mr. Axtell greeted the LEPC 
and gave an informational background of the development process in building the new 
facility.  Mr. Axtell was most adamant in stating that the facility was geared to be a support for 
first responders and that in fact it was the first in the Country built to meet the post 9/11 FCC 
standards.  Mr. Axtell invited LEPC members to stay after the meeting to participate in a 
facility tour and to provide feedback to him should there be any other ideas for ways Vegas 
PBS could work to interface more with first responders. 
 

IV. Approval of November 17, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes 
  
 Motion, by Dan Lake: To accept the minutes as recorded. 
 Seconded, by Shannon Rooney. 
 No discussion, motioned carried. 



 

 
V. Approve and Recommend SERC 2012 Planning, Training, Equipment and Operations                       

Grant application not to exceed thirty thousand dollars ($30,000)         
  
 Richard Brenner presented that there were two grant applications submitted, one by City of 

Las Vegas for two items 1) Chemical warfare agent detectors and 2) A radiation detector.  
The second application by Clark County Fire Department for atmospheric monitors.   
 
Motion, by Carolyn Levering: To Approve and Recommend SERC 2012 Planning, Training, 
Equipment and Operations Grant applications not to exceed thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) 
Seconded, by Dan Lake. 
No discussion, motioned carried. 

  
VI. Approve and Recommend an application for mid-cycle FY2011 HMEP grant funds from   

the State Emergency Response Commission for training not to exceed fifty-six 
thousand dollars ($56,000) 
 
Richard Brenner advised that there was $64,000 available to apply for, that the LEPC was 
advised and the following applications received.  The subcommittee ranked them by order of 
importance they are as follows: The Hospital Association with Valley and a couple of other 
hospitals worked together to put a grant together for $17,000 to hire a private company to 
bring awareness and operations level training and train the trainer training for the first 
receivers. The second grant was to send two additional people from the City of Las Vegas to 
the International Hazmat Conference in Baltimore.  There are already representatives going 
from the City, the County, and North Las Vegas but this was to be able to send two more.  
The third application was for the Hazmat Conference in Houston Texas.  They are looking to 
send seven people, two from Clark County Fire Department, 3 from the City of Las Vegas, 
and two from North Las Vegas.  The fourth that was looked at was the Hazmat Continuing 
Challenge in Sacramento where they would like to send six people.  Two from Clark County 
Fire Department, two City of Las Vegas, and 2 North Las Vegas.  The fifth was a 3-day 
Hazmat IQ class, teaching firefighters how to identify chemicals using the periodic table of 
elements.  This class was presented last year but this year’s class is more advanced.   
Richard stated that the grand total for these grants come to $62, 137 which is different than 
the agenda item after running the totals  however, the amount still does not exceed the 
$64,000 max.  Richard stated it would be best to round up to $63,000 and that we need to 
also bear in mind that other counties will also be applying for these funds so we may not get 
everything we applied for which is why they were ranked in order of importance.  
 

VII. Motion, by Carolyn Levering: To Approve and Recommend an application for mid-cycle 
FY2011 HMEP grant funds to the State Emergency Response Commission for training not to 
exceed sixty-three thousand dollars ($63,000) 
Seconded, by Jane Shunney. 
No discussion, motioned carried.   

 
VIII. Approve and Recommend SERC 2012 United We Stand Grant Application not to 

exceed thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) 
  

Richard Brenner stated that last year when this application was submitted, we did not have all 
of our ducks in a row and it was therefore rejected by the SERC.  What was done this year 
was basically taking the same program the City of Las Vegas had put in last year for some 
computers and language devices and the CCFD had put in for a satellite upgrade.  Richard 
advised that they are still putting the numbers together but they are limited to the $30,000 so 
that is where they are going to hold it.  This application is due sometime in March or April.   

 
 



 

Motion, by Carolyn Levering:  Approve and Recommend SERC 2012 United We Stand Grant 
Application not to exceed thirty thousand dollars ($30,000)  
Seconded, by Paul Gerner. 
No discussion, motioned carried. 

  
IX. New MOA between FEMA/DHS and the American Red Cross 

  
Doni Ward-McCallister, representing the Red Cross presented an overview of the new MOA 
signed between the Red Cross and FEMA in October 2010.  Doni advised that in the past the 
Red Cross held many different roles with FEMA they were one of the mass care leads in 
ESF6 but during the Katrina era they backed off that responsibility because they were being 
expected to do things that they really did not have the authority to do.  The National Red 
Cross headquarters and FEMA have revisited these concerns.  What they came up with is 
that Red Cross is a co-lead in mass care in EF6 with FEMA.  They determined that they 
would be a co-lead in mass feeding, sheltering, family reunification, and bulk distribution.  
This decision was made largely due to the expertise of Red Cross and the years of mass 
care that they have provided.  Red Cross National headquarters is working on a reporting 
system working in a more collaborative effort to serve the community better with regard to 
tracking all shelters.   There will be more presence of Red Cross meeting with all of the 
agencies and serving as a facilitator of communication.  There is another initiative for 
functional needs shelters that Red Cross is in charge of so there will be a lot of discussion 
about what that means and who is responsible.  Over the next couple of months, Red Cross 
plans to meet with the local Emergency Managers. 
 
Extensive questions regarding the specifics of the MOA ensued after Doni’s presentation. 
Questions were primarily posed by medical representatives and school police.   
 

 
X. Speedway/ NASCAR 

  
 Dennis Domansky, LVMPD advised that on Sunday March 6, the Kobalt 400 race would take 

place at the Speedway.  This is a three-day weekend with the biggest race to be held on 
Sunday, they are expecting over 100,000 attendees that day.  There was a TTX exercise with 
about 70 participants last week.  The TTX walked the first responders through a bomb 
detonation scenario.  The purpose of the exercise was to familiarize all responding agencies 
with the plan as well as what their roles and responsibilities are.  Some minor issues were 
identified in the plan, one of the big issues was credentialing.  One issue not addressed was 
the evacuation of the Speedway and who would assist the handicap people attending. 
Speedway event planners began working on that and would have a plan before race day. 

  
  

  A.  LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
a. Community Awareness & Emergency Response 

Susan Crowley was on the line but inaudible.  Richard Brenner spoke up on her 
behalf and briefed about the most recent meeting and who attended.  Richard spoke 
about the ways of communicating with the retail sales people at the shopping center 
neighboring TIMET, that being the big project. 

 
b. Community Organizations Active in Disaster 

No report 
 

c. Community Right-to-Know Subcommittee 
  No report 
 
 



 

d. Emergency Alert System Update 
 George Molnar, a member of the committee stated that there will be a Presidential 
 Activation sometime between now and the end of the summer.  This will be the first 
 time there will have been a nationwide activation of this sort.   
 

e. Emergency Management Coordinators Group 
 Dimitri Theodoreau reported that the last meeting held was in January at the Las 

Vegas Valley Water District and Roger Bueher hosted.  Roger presented their 
emergency response plan.  David Stuhan also spoke the Sidewinder Functional 
Exercise to be held in April.  

 
f. Training Subcommittee 
 No report 
 
g. Grants Subcommittee 

No report 
 

h. Public Information Subcommittee 
 No report 
 
i. Legislative Subcommittee 

Arlene Chapman briefly reported that she has been tracking any BDR’s that may 
even remotely have anything to do with Emergency Management or Homeland 
security.  There are 25 BDR’s that they are watching with nine that have been 
introduced so far.  There are four or five Open meeting Law changes that may be 
relevant to the group.  They have looked into SB140 one of the proposed pieces of 
legislation that has to do with holding handheld communication devices.  
ARES/RACES brought this Bill to the County’s attention as something that could 
impact them directly.  BDR41 that proposes amendments to NRS 239c is also being 
watched.   
 
The Chair turned the floor to Bill Smith from ARES/RACES.  Bill spoke about SB140 
giving an overview of what the potential ramifications of this Bill were and how there 
are specified exemptions for Police/Fire/EMT’s.  Bill further stated that the definition 
of wireless device is so broad that left to the interpretation of field officers they may 
not consider amateur radios as a non-wireless device.  They are not taking a position 
on the passage of the law they would just like to be included on the exemption list.  
Most states that have enacted a law similar have included an exemption for amateur 
radio operators.  What this means to ARES/RACES is that the members who have 
this equipment in their cars could be at risk of being able to function in their support 
capacity to aide in emergencies. 
 
Much discussion ensued about the support of ARES/RACES, Carolyn Levering 
suggested that this be placed on the next agenda so that the LEPC could vote on 
providing a letter of support.   
 
Mark Blomstrom advised that the NCHS will be meeting on the 22nd at the Clark 
County Government Center to discuss BDR41 the commissions BDR addressing 
changes to NRS 239c. 
 
Unidentified speaker – This person advised that BDR642 which is not represented on 
the provided BDR handout relates to carrying loaded firearms on public lands.  The 
chair advised that this was SB138.   
 

 
j. Metropolitan Medical Response Update 



 

 Chris Sproule (on the phone) report inaudible. 
  

k. NV-1 Disaster Medical Assistance Team Update 
Darrel Holk new representative introduced himself, no report at this time. 

 
l. Nuclear Waste Division Yucca Mountain Update 

Gene Pasinski reported that the project is still alive.   There are a lot of tiny actions 
going around that they are keeping track of and some additional monies have come 
in to keep them alive.  At this time the Chair stepped in to report in more detail, she 
stated that Congressional Appropriations are still in limbo they have a continuing 
resolution for funding through March 4, 2011.  What that means is there are no final 
appropriations decisions made yet and what that means is that there is still some 
debate about whether or not the Yucca Mtn. project is funded or not funded.  
Apparently, under the wording of the current continuing resolution DOE has received 
some prorated and reduced funding for this current fiscal year and they actually 
agreed to fund the affected units of government for some addition funding at a 
prorated amount.  So they are not getting the normal level of money but some this 
means they can keep the team together for a little bit longer as they work on a 
lessons learned project.  They have spent since 1983 at CC dealing with the issue of 
nuclear waste and potential of Yucca Mtn. as a repository.  They have worked with a 
lot of great people and had great staff work that they are documenting and they are 
putting together a DVD and a book for those coming after them that may potentially 
be dealing with a nuclear waste storage issue here in Nevada or some other state or 
even country.  
 

m. Planning Subcommittee 
Richard Brenner stated that he didn’t have anything new to report.  Shannon Rooney 
advised there is a multi agency Hazard Mitigation plan that they are starting to work 
on.  This just recently went through County purchasing and approval was granted.  
URS will the contractor for this.  Shannon anticipates that the kickoff meeting will be 
happening soon, she is hopeful that the plan will get finished up before grant funding 
runs out in August of 2011.   

 
n. State Emergency Response Commission 

Richard Brenner reported on behalf of Karen Pabon.  The last SERC meeting was 
held on January 13, 2011.  The biggest thing they learned was that there will be no 
more travel allowed by order of the Governor.  There will be some issues created by 
this because the purpose of the SERC is to bring all of the entities together to learn 
from one another.  The impact will not be as great on Clark County participants but it 
will be a challenge for the frontier Counties as they do not have the level of 
technology that is so readily accessible to the larger urban areas.   
 

o. Satellite Phone Update 
Dan Lake reported that the group took a couple of months off over the holidays, they 
have a meeting scheduled for 2/17/11 at the Fusion Center.  They will be looking at 
some new technology that is out there, they have a new vendor presentation that 
would provide a better rate for service.  Jeff Yeagley from LVMPD will also be 
presenting Desert Sky v. SNACC at that meeting and how the interoperability works 
between those two systems.   
 
Dan also announced a PIO class that will be held at the end of march in the Vegas 
PBS building watch for a formal announcement sometime in the next few days after 
this meeting.  Dan went on to talk about the recent North Las Vegas exercise that 
clearly indicated that there was a need for more PIO training.  Shannon Rooney  
reported that in May for two days her and Stacey Welling would he hosting a 
JIC/MACC or EOC training that will be a functional exercise.  These will be 



 

specifically targeted on communication between the JIC and the MACC and how the 
PIO’s get information out to the community. 
 

p. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Report 
 (see attached) 

 
      B. CITIZEN CORPS COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

 Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
 Bill Smith reported in the Legislative Subcommittee section regarding SB140.   

Secondary to the legislative report Bill provided, he reported on the ARES/RACES 
involvement during the December NE County Flood Incident and that Mt. Charleston 
Power outage and NYE at the Clark County MACC.  Bill stated that they were happy 
to assist with the incidents and it was a good exercise for them.  They had 9 
operators participate including two amateur radio operators in Mesquite.  They had 
two systems in place using analog as well as VOiP.  They felt very supported by 
Clark County IT and appreciated the opportunity to learn. 
 

 Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
Carolyn Levering reported on behalf of Rick Diebold.  Carolyn stated that they had 3 
graduating classes in one week and that classes are filling up fast with 20 to 30 
people each class.  They will have completed their entire annual roster of training 
within the first six months.  In the Presidents proposed budget for 2012 the funding is 
steady with regard to Citizen Corp programs instead of cuts.     
 

 Fire Corps 
 No report. 
 
 Medical Reserve Corps 

Paula Martel, formally thanked all the local Emergency Managers and the LEPC for 
all the support in including MRC on the LEPC agenda.  The most recent Mesquite 
flood incident they deployed 4 vet techs and 1 vet from MRC, they assisted Animal 
Control and the mobile vet Clinic.  The MRC felt this was a great opportunity to 
practice activation.  They also had 2 RN’s through the MOU with the Red Cross 
assist in shelters in Moapa. 
 
Paula reported that their concentration is on training.  The required of MRC 
volunteers is ICS 100 and 700 although they would like them to have a little more 
than that.  They have also initiated a new online request process for volunteers and 
linked to the SNHD website.  Paula reiterated that MRC volunteers are available for 
exercises and to please, contact her if there is short notice.   
 

 Neighborhood Watch 
Dennis Domansky reported that in the LVPD jurisdiction there are 1,600 active 
Neighborhood Watch programs.  Their crime prevention campaign for 2011 is “Light 
the Night” to make sure your home is well lit. Marijuana grow houses what to look for, 
sex offender notification protect the family, crime prevention mistakes citizen 
attention is the best crime prevention. 
 

 Volunteer in Police Service 
Dennis Domansky reported that there are 429 volunteers active working volunteers.  
In this past quarter there were 32,000 volunteer hours logged 2,200 handicap 
citations written and 30,000 visitors at McCarren assisted. 
 
 

XI. Public Comments 



 

 
 Jane Shunney stated that the Mass Casualty Plan is due to be updated.  She 

advised that in the past the SNHD has took the lead on the plan however, this time 
they would like assistance from the Fire Agencies and Ambulance Services so 
anyone interested please call 759-1211.  Shannon Rooney advised that there are 
some grant funds available to assist with this plan but it must be complete before July 
2011.   
 

 Kim Ferguson, NV Energy, wanted to thank those that assisted with the Mt. 
Charleston power issues in December.  Most especially ARES/RACES and Clark 
County IT for radio communication back-up.  As well as LVMPD for the space they 
provided on the mountain. 
 

 The Chair provided a brief update on the IAEM conference to be held in November 
2011. Specific conference details will be provided as they become available and 
anyone that has suggestions for activities are asked to please submit them to her.  
After her statement there was much open conversation about several suggestions for 
activities.  

 
 The chair stated that Clark County OEMHS staff has been working with Clark County 

IT on enhancements to WebEOC that were a result of informal suggestions provided 
from end users at the Open House on December 30th at the Clark County 
Government Center.  There was a meeting on 2/15/11 with County IT to begin the 
process of requesting formal suggestions on how to make this a more useful tool.  
There was some talk a while back about replacing WebEOC and the chair was 
adamant that she was not replacing this tool that she was keeping this and working 
towards improving it with IT and making it as useful for those that have it and 
available to those that would like to use it. 

 
 The chair mentioned that the Urban Area Working Group is a separate entity and just 

to make everyone aware there is something that they have been alerted to that 
because of the lateness of grant guidance and the lateness of appropriations we will 
be under a compressed time schedule for putting together investment justifications 
and moving through the grant process. The next Homeland Security Work Group 
meeting will be held March 15, 2011 at the Gold Coast.  If you are not already 
working on your IJ’s you should be, these meetings will be compressed.  The chair 
asked Carolyn Levering if she had anything add to which Carolyn restated the 
compressed timeline and added that Elizabeth Harmon told her that the 90 period we 
normally have will be reduced to 30 days.  Carolyn continued to discuss the impact 
that this has on the process and that there has not yet been a formal announcement 
but Frank Siracusa is no longer with DEM and the interim Chief is Jim Wright, so 
there are a lot of things closer to home that need to be attended to. 

 
 Tom Axtell apologized for the lights flickering throughout the meeting. 

 
Next LEPC meeting: Wednesday May 18, 2011 at 9:00 A.M., Pueblo Room Clark County 
Government Center 500 S. Grand Central Pkwy. 

 
    XI.   Adjournment 

 The chair adjourned the meeting at 11:00 A.M. 
  

In accordance to Nevada’s Open Meeting Law, this meeting was properly posted and 
electronically recorded. 
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