
 

 

Clark County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
CLARK COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

PUEBLO ROOM 
LAS VEGAS, NV 89106  

 
FINAL MINUTES 

 
 

 
                               Wednesday, February 15, 2012 9:00 A.M. 

 
ATTENDANCE  
 
LEPC MEMBERS PRESENT: 
IRENE NAVIS, JANE SHUNNEY, DAN LAKE, CAROLYN LEVERING, ELAINE HOUSER, RYAN TURNER, WARREN 

GLIDEWELL, BRIAN PASSOW, KIM FERGUSON, FAITH BORDEN, TOM AXTELL, FELIX ACEVEDO, KEVIN 

NICHOLSON, SCOTT FULLER, BRETT PRIMAS, RIC LAPORTE, JOHN HIGLEY, MIKE TOOMBS, KEVIN FISHER, 
PHIL KLEVORICK, SANDY SEDA, JEFF BREWER 
 
LEPC ALTERNATES PRESENT: 
RICHARD BRENNER, GEORGE MOLNAR, GENE PASINSKI, DIMITRI THEODOREAU, NICOLE HART, JASON 

MANZO, LISA LEWIS, LUCILLE COMPTON, LIONEL HAMILTON, GEORGE MOLNAR 
 
LEPC MEMBERS ABSENT:  
FERNANDEZ LEARY, LAWRENCE SANDS,  JAMES OLSCHLAGER, KEVIN BRAME, DAVE GOSS, DAVE DAHL, 
GLENN CLOSSON, DAVID STUHAN, MIKE MURPHY, WILLIAM RICHARDSON, MIKE RICHARDSON, FRED 

THOMPSON, KURT ADAIR, SUSAN CROWLEY, ROY MICHAEL, PAUL GERNER, MIKE BRYANT, MANNY BAY, 
JOEL WILLIS, CALESHA JOHNSON 
 
 
      I.     Call to Order       
 Irene Navis LEPC Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:09 A.M. on Wednesday 
 February 15, 2012. 
 
      II.    Roll Call       

Irene Navis: Quorum present. 
 
      III.   Public Comments 

No public comments. 
 

IV. Approval of November 2, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes 
  
 Motion, by Jane Shunney: To accept the minutes as recorded. 
 Seconded, by Carolyn Levering. 
 No discussion, motioned carried. 
 

V. Approve and Recommend 2013 State Emergency Response Commission  
 Planning Training and Exercise grant application. 
 
 The Chair advised that the grant subcommittee met; Carolyn Levering interjected that she as 

a member of the subcommittee and never received notice of the meeting as well as other 
members that she had spoke with.  The Chair addressed the comment by stating that she 
would like to discuss that at another point in the meeting to clarify subcommittee 
membership. The Chair stated that those who applied for the funds did meet as the 
subcommittee or working group for this item to discuss and that she would handle this item 



 

 

first before moving to the discussion about membership of subcommittee’s and working 
groups.   

 
 Richard Brenner, Clark County Fire Department introduced what the application was and who 

was eligible to apply, as well as how many applications were submitted. Richard then 
provided an overview of his application for equipment (10 tablet computers) totaling twelve 
thousand five hundred and sixty dollars ($12,560.00). 

 
 Dan Lake, City of North Las Vegas Police Department, presented his application totaling nine 

thousand three hundred and seventy five dollars ($9,375.00) for upgraded respirator analysis 
equipment.  Dan provided an overview and explanation as to why this equipment upgrade 
was necessary. 

 
 Mike Toombs, University Medical Center (UMC), presented his application for equipment for 

the UMC Hazardous Material Organic Team.  Mike provided explanation of the equipment 
use and justification.  This application request totals seven thousand six hundred forty dollars 
($7,640.00).  The Chair advised that this application was reduced from the initial request 
submitted by UMC in cooperation with the other applicants. 

 
 The Chair stated that the fourth and final applicant, Sunrise Hospital, had also requested 

funds but the group that met was unable to make a clear link to the intention of the grant.  
The group required more detailed information than what was made available in the 
application.  There was no representation from Sunrise present in order to get more specifics.   
Therefore, the group determined that they would put forth to the LEPC for consideration the 
three applications that had the clearest link to the intent of the grant those were Clark County 
Fire Department, City of North Las Vegas and University Medical Center totaling twenty nine 
thousand five hundred and seventy five dollars ($29,575.00). 

 
The Chair then conveyed that the group who met for these applications discussed that there 
is need for thorough completion of these applications and that the requests be very clear and 
easily understood as well as linked to the grant.  The State Emergency Response 
Commission (SERC) does not want to have to guess or try to force fit applications nor does 
the working group.  Because of the need for more clarifications that is why the full application 
wasn’t able to be handed out in full at this meeting because they have asked for some 
clarifications and modifications.  OEM staff will prepare the final application bringing all of the 
applications together for submission. 

 
Diana Blake, Clark County Grant Program Administrator, asked for clarification of the Clark 
County Fire Department application dollar amount.  Richard Brenner confirmed that the 
correct dollar amount for the equipment is twelve thousand five hundred and eighty dollars 
($12,580.00) changing the overall application amount to twenty nine thousand five hundred 
and ninety five dollars ($29,595.00).    

 
Carolyn Levering asked Mike Toombs to clarify which equipment was left remaining in his 
final request after he had made his cut. Mike advised that he initially requested 15 each of the 
conversion kits as well as the filters but that he reduced his request to 10 each. 

  
Motion, by Jane Shunney: To Approve the application as discussed. 
Seconded, by Nicole Hart. 
No discussion, motioned carried. 

  
VI. Approve and Recommend the updated 2012 Hazardous Materials Emergency 

Response Plan for submission to the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) 
 
The Chair advised that there was a minor amendment submitted to the SERC, it was the 
updated listing of all the agencies that are included in Appendix A as well as an updated letter 



 

 

of promulgation.  The Chair further advised that there are a few other minor updates yet to be 
done but she is waiting for some additional language before submission. 
 
Motion, by Jane Shunney: To Approve the recommended update 
Seconded, by Carolyn Levering. 
No discussion, motioned carried.   
 
 

VII. Nevada Hospital Association (NHA) change to Southern Nevada Healthcare 
Preparedness Association (SNHPA) in the Medical Surge Area Command (MSAC) Plan 
 
Mike Toombs, Emergency Preparedness Program Coordinator University Medical Center 
(UMC), spoke about the New Years Eve activation and the lessons learned of the Med Surge 
Area Command.  Mike advised that it is UMC’s desire to request approval from the LEPC to 
modify the level one activation representation.  The Nevada Hospital Association is presently 
in charge of facilitating situational awareness during and activation of the MSAC for all of the 
health care facilities in the Las Vegas urban area.  It is the desire of UMC to change that 
representation to the Southern Nevada Health Care Preparedness Association, which is a 
group comprised of all the health care facilities in the Las Vegas urban area, they have all 
signed a mutual aid agreement to all work together.  UMC and the two voting hospitals have 
agreed that the Southern Nevada Health Care Preparedness Association should be tasked 
with the responsibility of maintaining situational awareness during a level one activation and 
not the Nevada Hospital Association.      
 
The Chair advised that this was not an action item but that once a plan revision came forward 
that it would be placed back on the agenda as an action at that time.  Mike Toombs advised 
that it is his goal to bring the revision back before the LEPC at the May 2012 meeting.   
 
Carolyn Levering asked what the status of the Southern Nevada Healthcare Preparedness 
Association of Memorandum of Understanding was amongst the different facilities because of 
knowing what a challenge it is to get everyone to sign.  Mike responded that he had thought it 
was signed but recently learned that it had not yet been signed by all, he believes that all will 
be done by the next meeting.  Justin Riley, Nevada Hospital Association, added that he is 
actively working with everyone, and that the monthly membership meeting has increased 
from 7 to now 30 so getting the participation in signing will not be as difficult as in the past.   

 
VIII. Mobile Digital TV Emergency Alert System 

 
George Molnar, Vegas PBS, presented an update on the latest technology in television 
broadcasting. George emphasized how it relates to emergency preparedness and particularly 
the role of Vegas PBS.  Since 2002 Vegas PBS has been a test station for new technologies, 
to test and determine if they are appropriate and efficient for the local environment.  George 
further detailed the multitude of capabilities that the building and staff at Vegas PBS have to 
offer the community.  George then narrated through a power point presentation (see 
attached) and discussed mobile digital TV and the emergency alert system that was recently 
demonstrated at the Consumer Electronics Show in January 2012.   

 
Concerns about the reliability of this product and duplication of efforts, as well as citizens 
ability to have access to the technology were raised by local emergency managers.  George 
Molnar addressed the concerns by stating that this was only another tool available and that it 
was by no means replacing existing technologies that were commonly known and presently 
used. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

IX. Cyber Initiative 
 
Tim Cary, Nevada Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management, spoke 
regarding the opportunity that Nevada was granted to participate in free training.  Only two 
states in the US have been selected, Arizona and Nevada.  With this training for Senior 
Executive level Managers, Emergency Management and IT professionals comes also the 
opportunity for an assessment of our cyber capabilities as well as weakness’s.  Tim 
discussed the bullet points in the CIAS brochure and provided an overview of the Phase I 
Project Plan for DHS (see attached brochures for CIAS and DHS Project Plan).  
 

 
X. A.  LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
a. Community Awareness & Emergency Response 
 No report 

 
b. Community Organizations Active in Disaster 
 No report 

 
c. Community Right-to-Know Subcommittee 
 No report 

   
d. Emergency Alert System Update 
 No report 

  
e. Emergency Management Coordinators Group 

 
Kim Ferguson, NV Energy, reported that the group met at NV Energy’s EOC, there 
were 6 or 7 people in attendance.  They talked about the upcoming NSE-11 Full 
Scale Exercise as well as projects that are being worked on by those in attendance.  
The next meeting will be hosted by Faith Borden at the National Weather Service 
facility. 

  
f. Legislative Subcommittee 

  No report  
  
g. Metropolitan Medical Response Update 
 No report 

 
h. NV-1 Disaster Medical Assistance Team Update 
 No report 
  
i. Nuclear Waste Division Yucca Mountain Update 

 
Phil Klevorick briefed everyone on the current court case that is going before the 
District Court of Appeals on May 2, 2012.  Though the Nuclear Waste Division cannot 
participate in the litigation, Phil explained the vested interest that Clark County has in 
the outcome. 
 
Phil discussed the site wide environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Nevada 
National Security Site (NNSS) and the roll that Clark County is playing in that EIS 
with regard to submission of comments along with the other local jurisdictions.  Phil 
further explained that the EIS will be in effect for 10 years before they update or 
make changes to the report.  The final draft for the current EIS update will be 
released in August with a 60 day period of comment, the goal is to have it finalized 
before the election.  



 

 

 
Phil commented on U233 and U232 shipments and the lack of confidence that he 
has in the truthfulness of statements.  Phil explained the issues that he is aware of 
with the U232 and U233 shipments based upon a presentation by Department of 
Energy (DOE) personnel to the Citizen Advisory Board in January 2012.   
 
The Chair briefly spoke about the fiscal impact of the closure of the project and that 
funding for the Clark County Nuclear Waste Division is expected to be fully 
exhausted by the end of calendar year 2012.   
 

j. Planning Subcommittee 
 
Richard Brenner Clark County Fire Department, provided an update about the last 
planning meeting where there were only a couple of people in attendance.  Aside 
from the minimal update on facilities voted on earlier in this meeting the last update to 
the HazMat plan was done in 2011. Richard advised that there hasn’t been much 
change since that time to the plan. However, it was discussed that the group meet 
again in hopes that there will be more participation so that they can begin the update 
process again for the next submission. 
 
The Chair then began discussion about the LEPC subcommittee’s and 
acknowledged that though it is not an agenda item for this meeting she would like to 
clarify the issue that was had earlier about the members of these groups, she 
discussed the possibility of putting it on an agenda for a future meeting.  The Chair 
advised that we have been calling these subcommittees but in discussions with our 
Deputy District Attorney who provides counsel to the LEPC Chair it was determined 
that these groups work more as ad hoc work groups and not really established 
committee’s with named individuals.  The Chair then asked for clarification of the 
grants subcommittee from the group, such as what people expect from this 
subcommittee.   The Chair acknowledged the concerns that were had by some LEPC 
members about the grants meeting.  She then went on to outline the formalized 
requirements of what it meant to have established subcommittees versus work 
groups mainly meeting the Open Meeting Law requirements.  The Chair further 
discussed the flexibility of work groups and used the grants subcommittee as an 
example where all that is done at the meeting is a review of applications and a 
negotiation between applicants of how they would like the final application 
submission to look, and then they forward to the LEPC for a decision.     
 
The Chair then opened the discussion for members to comment about the 
subcommittees. 
 
Dan Lake, expressed his experience at the last grants meeting.  He explained that it 
is a process and that the approving body was the LEPC therefore, public noticing of 
the meetings were not necessary for the grants group and that he was present when 
the LEPC Chair’s attorney was present in the room.   Dan went on to discuss the 
original group that has been on the subcommittee for the past 6 years that it has 
always been a cooperative effort and everyone has assisted each other with the 
language.   
 
The Chair, then stated that invitations to this meeting had been sent out as they had 
always been done in the past, to those that were applying.  If there are other people 
who are not applying for grant dollars that would like to be involved in the meeting 
they are absolutely welcome to participate.  She went on to discuss the more 
stringent application process and tighter timelines for submission imposed by the 
SERC and then turned the floor to Richard Brenner. 
 



 

 

Carolyn Levering, City of Las Vegas Emergency Management, then interjected 
asking to resolve the LEPC level concern before moving on to SERC issues.  She 
explained why she brought the question to the body earlier in the meeting, that she 
had been a member of the grants subcommittee for years and that it is a standing 
subcommittee in the LEPC bylaws.  Carolyn went on to discuss her history with the 
subcommittee and her frustration with the item coming forward to the LEPC without 
her knowledge.  Carolyn detailed her knowledge of the historical members of this 
group which has comprised the area Emergency Managers as well as LVMPD, she 
advised that sometimes they are applicants sometimes they are not. She stated that 
she thought it was odd that those who met were all applicants and were making the 
recommendations for funding.   
 
The Chair acknowledged the concern and agreed that Carolyn had good points.  It 
was determined that this group would have a basic formalized list of individuals who 
would always be on the subcommittee and flex to include the applicants of the 
subject grant.   
 
Carolyn Levering discussed her past frustrations on timelines for the grant application 
process.  She stated that we do have general idea’s of when the expected drop times 
for the grants are, we do know they are capped at $30,000 and we can work ahead 
on some of these things.  Carolyn reiterated that she felt it was important that the 
grant subcommittee be a standing subcommittee and that the group work more 
diligently to be ahead of the curve in the future. 
 
Richard Brenner briefly spoke about the grants and the specific language that 
changes with each application. Richard further discussed the last grants meeting, 
and why he was so intensely questioning the applications; because of the need to be 
so specific and tie back to the intent of the grant. 
 
Ryan Turner, Henderson Emergency Management, spoke about his history as an 
applicant with this subcommittee and his appreciation of the assistance and learning 
process.  He reiterated the fact that this was a standing subcommittee and that also 
missing from the agenda were two other standing subcommittee’s training and public 
information, he would like to see them consistently mentioned on the agenda and 
have participation from the members. 
 
Nicole Hart, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department Emergency Management, 
spoke briefly about her historical involvement in the grants subcommittee.  She 
advised that in the past most of the people involved in this subcommittee were also 
the same key players in the Urban Area Working Group and because of that they 
knew what was not only going on locally but also Statewide with regard to grant dollar 
distribution. 
 
Diana Blake, Clark County Grant Program Administrator, requested that The Chair 
provide to her the exact members of the grants subcommittee.  She also openly 
apologized to everyone that she did not send a grants subcommittee meeting 
invitation to as she had operated under the impression that those attending the 
grants meeting were only those that were applying. Diana further explained that 
historically the only distribution list she had used for meeting invitations was that of 
the grant applicants with the exception of LVMPD. 
 

k. State Emergency Response Commission 
 
Richard Brenner, reported that the United We Stand Grant was just sent out to the 
LEPC’s and that there was a two month window of time to apply.  This is a $30,000 
grant focused on “Combating Terrorism.”   There is also a mid cycle HMEP grant that 



 

 

is also recently out, this includes training and planning money and is on a first come 
first serve basis.  Though the LEPC just resubmitted the application that was 
previously rejected there are still dollars available that can be applied for.   
 
Diana Blake advised that the HMEP application United We Stand (UWS) correction 
by Karen Pabon application is due to SERC by April 27, 2012.  Diana asked that 
applications be returned to Clark County Emergency Management by close of 
business April 9, 2012. 
 
Richard also briefed everyone on Fire Shows Reno and advised that it will be held in 
October.  He would like to hear from anyone that may have suggestions for classes. 
 

l. Satellite Phone Update 
 
Dan Lake, advised the group that the communications exercise was completed on 
February 8, 2012 and was very successful. There was a lot of vendor interest in 
bringing new technology for sat and cell phones.  The group is excited to be looking 
at some new vendors.   
 
The next meeting will be in April dates to be determined. 
 

m. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Report 
 (see attached) 

 
      B. CITIZEN CORPS COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

 Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
Jim Davis, reported that they have a big training coming up. 
  

 Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
Carolyn levering reported that the CERT volunteers participated in the 
Communications Rodeo exercise the week previous and were very much appreciated 
for their efforts.  They also staffed the rock n’ roll marathon in December, so there 
has been a lot of participation and activity with the group. 
 

 Fire Corps 
 No report. 
 
 Medical Reserve Corps 

No report.   
 

 Neighborhood Watch 
Nicole Hart, reported that LVMPD has 1,423 neighborhood watch programs within 
their jurisdiction.  They held a meeting last week to take the program to Overton.   
 
There have been a lot of residential burglaries in the Northwest Area Command so 
the local groups have been distributing informational brochures about prevention and 
awareness to residents.  Some of the different types of issues include doggie door 
burglaries, door knockers, and driveway robberies. 
 

 Volunteer in Police Service 
Nicole Hart, reported that there are presently 458 volunteers.  Last quarter they were 
just shy of 36,000 hours of volunteer service.  Nicole advised that she just recently 
learned that they were capturing how many visitor contacts they had at McCarran 
Airport, so far this quarter alone they have with and assisted 48,745 visitors.  
  



 

 

 
XI. Public Comments 
 

 Terry Quinn provided a brief overview of the Mission Ready Packages (see attached) 
 Nicole Hart, advised the group that LVMPD was contacted by the National Counter 

Terrorism Center, DOJ, DHS, FBI and was notified that we were identified to be a city 
that is going to participate in a Joint Counter Terrorism Awareness Workshop 
JICTAWS series this year.  The purpose of this workshop is to coordinate public and 
private sector across the jurisdictions to discuss response to a Mumbai style attack in 
our community, not just the Strip. This involves all the City jurisdictions and forces the 
coordination of different plans.  The date for the exercise/workshop is October 10, 
2012 and is planned to be a full day event. 

 
 Brian Passow, Valley Hospital, reported that the County just took delivery of a 28 ft 

20 bed deployable hospital trailer.  He advised that one of the things he discovered 
with this hospital was that there are sustainability issues with the necessary 
equipment, medications, supplies and fuel.  Brian also advised that there is not a 
vehicle available to pull this trailer.  There are a multitude of issues related to the 
sustainment of this trailer that need to be addressed and kept in mind for future grant 
dollar allocation.  Furthermore, Brain advised that he has spoke to the MRC for 
staffing since it’s not likely hospitals are going to release staff to work the trailer in an 
actual event. 

 
 Dan Lake requested that at the next LEPC there be more information about what this 
 equipment is, where it came from, how it came about and some projected costs as 
 well as have an opportunity to see it since most of the LEPC was unaware that it 
 existed. 
 
 Mike Toombs advised that this trailer belonged to City of Las Vegas Fire MMRS, and 
 that Chris Sproule was the point of contact.  Further Mike advised that MMRS agreed 
 to keep costs under their program.   
 
 The Chair advised that since this item was not on the agenda that it would be best to 
 have further information presented at the May meeting. 
 
 Phil Klevorick announced that the test site will be conducting an earthquake exercise 
 at the end of March.   
 

 
Next LEPC meeting: Wednesday May 16, 2012 at 9:00 A.M., Pueblo Room Clark County 
Government Center 500 S. Grand Central Pkwy. 

 
    XI.   Adjournment 

Motion, by Jane Shunney: To adjourn 
Seconded, by Dan Lake. 
No discussion, motioned carried.   
  
In accordance to Nevada’s Open Meeting Law, this meeting was properly posted and 
electronically recorded. 


