
 
 
 
 
 
KeyCite is a powerful citation research service availab
on Westlaw. You can use KeyCite to perform any of th
functions: 
 

• View the history of a case, statute, administra
or regulation to help determine whether it is g
to retrieve citing references.  

 
• View every case in West’s National Reporter 

well as more than 1 million unpublished cases
federal and state administrative decisions; fed
and regulations; state statutes from all 50 stat
regulations from selected states; U.S. patents

 
• Search American Law Reports (ALR®), which

hundreds of law reviews and thousands of bri
 

• Compile citing references from numerous text
treatises.   

 
The direct history of a case is added to KeyCite within one to four 
hours of receipt of the opinion at West, and citing cases are added 
as soon as they are added to Westlaw. 
 
Checking a Document in KeyCite 
 
Click KeyCite on the toolbar to determine whether a case, statute, 
administrative decision, or regulation is good law and to retrieve 
citing references.  
 

1. Type a citation in the KeyCite this citation text box and click 
GO. 

 
2. KeyCite history for the document is displayed in the right 

frame. 
 
3. To display a graphical view of direct history, click Direct 

History (Graphical View). Each court decision is shown at 
the appropriate trial or appellate level (U.S. Supreme 
Court, State High Court, Intermediate Court, or Trial Court). 

 
4. To view a list of documents that cite your document, click 

Citing References. 
 

renumbered or transferred by a recent session law; that 
an uncodified session law or pending legislation affecting 
the statute is available (statutes merely referenced, i.e., 
mentioned, are not marked with a yellow flag); that the 
regulation has been reinstated, corrected, or confirmed; 
that the statute or regulation was limited on constitutional 
or preemption grounds or its validity was otherwise called 
into doubt; or that a prior version of the statute or 
regulation received negative judicial treatment.  

 
H  A blue H indicates that the case or administrative 

decision has some history. 
 
C A green C indicates that the case or administrative 

decision has citing references but no direct history or 
negative citing references or that the statute or regulation 
has citing references. 

 
 Examined—The citing case, administrative decision, or 
brief contains an extended discussion of the cited case 
or administrative decision, usually more than a printed 
page of text. 
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brary is happy to provide Westlaw 
n four internet research terminals.  
ules may effect your research 

session: 
 

1. Please bring your photo I.D. to sign up for a computer.   
 
2. If all research terminals are in use and patrons are 

waiting, a fifteen-minute time limit may be placed on 
your research session. 

 
3. All information must be printed out and may not be 

saved to diskette or CD.   
 

4. E-Mail, Instant-Messaging, or other transmittal from 
Clark County Law Library is prohibited by Clark 
County.  

 
5. Printouts are 25 cents per page.  The Clark County 

Law Library cannot perform debit or credit transactions 
or accept personal checks.   

 
If you have any questions regarding Westlaw KeyCite, library 
resources, or other research issues, our staff at the Reference 
Desk will be happy to assist you.  
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5. Click Limit KeyCite Display at the bottom of the KeyCite 

citing references result to display the KeyCite Limits page 
from which you can restrict the list of citing references. 
Alternatively, click the arrow next to Limit KeyCite Display 
and choose a restriction from the menu that is displayed. 

 
6. Print documents directly from the KeyCite history or citing 

references result: select the check box next to each 
document you want to print, then click a print icon in the 
upper-right corner.  

 
 
KeyCite Status Flags 
 

A red flag warns that the case or administrative decision 
is no longer good law for at least one of the points of law 
it contains or that the statute or regulation has been 
amended by a recent session law or rule, repealed, 
superseded, or held unconstitutional or preempted in 
whole or in part. 

 A yellow flag warns that the case or administrative 
decision has some negative history but has not been 
reversed or overruled; that the statute has been 
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