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The Meadows 

Friday, June 10th 
11:15am to 12:15pm 

 
Any history of Las Vegas will tell you that the fabulous rum-runner and 
offshore gambling boat baron Tony Cornero built and ran The Meadows, 
the first hotel/casino in Las Vegas designed for the purpose, in 1931. 
Patrick Gaffey, who has been researching the era, will tell you that this 
popular factoid is simply not true. He will read a paper he has written on 
the subject, explaining who really built The Meadows, which was near 
the intersection of Fremont, Charleston and Eastern, where Lowes is  

today, and reveal the conspiracy, involving the office of the  
District Attorney, to give The Meadows a monopoly on illegal gambling, 

liquor and prostitution. 


