Commissioner Pearson

William “Doc” Pearson
October 13, 1919—February 11, 2004
Elected 1984, 1988

William “Doc” Pearson came to Las Vegas in 1963 and quickly became a fixture
in the battle for civil rights in Clark County. He was active in various civic groups
and was the first African-American to served on the Las Vegas City Council. He
was later elected to the Clark County Commission.

Pearson was born in Birmingham, Alabama to William U. Pearson, Sr and Ruth J.
Andrews Pearson. He was the oldest of seven children. His mother was a public
school teacher and his father a railroad dining car waiter. Pearson attended
public school and spent summers working with his father on the railroad. He
earned a chemistry degree from Alabama A&M University in 1942. He received a
dental degree from Meharry School of Dentistry in 1945. Pearson served in the
army during World War 11 in the Army Dental Corps.

Pearson married the late Maggie Scott Gresham, and they had three sons, William Urtha, John
Gresham and Thomas Green.

After the war, Pearson started a dental practice in Alabama. He relocated his practice to Las Vegas
in 1963. Once in Las Vegas, he took a job as recruiter of professional and scientific personnel with
Edgerton, Germeshausen, and Grier (E, G, &G) in 1965, while continuing with his dental practice.
He eventually became Director of Personnel Recruitment at E.G.&G.

Pearson became active in the West Las Vegas community and was a member of the NAACP and
Clark County Economic Opportunity Board.

In 1982, Pearson replaced Roy Roofter on the Las Vegas City Council, making him the first African-
American to serve on that body. In 1983, he ran for the seat but lost the election. In 1984, Pearson
ran successfully for the Clark County Commission. On the Commission, he supported the hiring of
minorities, fought for funding for the University Medical Center’s Trauma Center, for better roads,
and to reduce crime. He was the driving force to bring a library to West Las Vegas. In 1992,
Yvonne Atkinson-Gates challenged Pearson and he lost his bid for a third term.

Pearson operated his dental practice for 38 years in Las Vegas until he retired in 2001. In 2002,
UNLV honored him as a Distinguished Nevadan. William “Doc” Pearson died on February 11, 2004
at the age of 84. His commitment to West Las Vegas was memorialized in 2008 when a community
center bearing his name opened in West Las Vegas.
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