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Henry Rice
February 24, 1851—February 25, 1930
1922 long-term, 1926 short-term

Henry Rice settled in southern Nevada in 1866 at the age of fifteen with his parents
from Utah. The family originally settled in the Muddy Valley, but moved to Panaca
during the Mormon exodus from the Muddy River Mission. In 1909, Rice moved to
Logan and ran a cattle-raising business and ranch.

He began his career in politics in Lincoln County. He served as a Nevada State
Assemblyman from Lincoln County between 1884 and 1888. He also took an active
role in the fight for division of Lincoln County that led to the creation of Clark County.

In 1914, Rice sought a seat on the Clark County Commission and ran against Samuel
Darling for the long-term position. Darling won the election with 55% of the vote.
Rice ran again for the Clark County Commission in 1922. The Las Vegas Age called him
“careful, conservative, and fair.” Rice defeated Albert Witwer by receiving 70% of the votes. In
1926, he won a short-term seat on the County Commission against Albert Jones. Rice worked for
highway construction and pushed for the development of the Arrowhead Trail through southern
Nevada.

Shortly after his retirement from the County Commission, Rice’s health began to fail. He died in
1930. The Las Vegas Review-Journal called him a “pioneer of Lincoln and Clark Counties.” Judge
William E. Orr delivered the eulogy and pallbearers at the funeral included Ed W. Clark, James
Cashman, and Frank Guesewelle.
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