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Jacob David “Jay” Bingham
December 25, 1953—
Commissioner: 1984, 1988, 1992

Jay Bingham was first elected to the North Las Vegas City Council when he
was 26 years old. At the age of the thirty, voters elected him to the Clark
County Commission. During his time on the county commission, Bingham
worked to improve transportation, air and water quality, and reduce crime in
the Las Vegas valley.

Jay Bingham was born in the Caliente, Nevada as it had the closest hospital
to his family’s ranch in Alamo, Nevada. Shortly after his birth, the Bingham
family moved to North Las Vegas and Jay Bingham divided him time between
the city and Alamo. Just before his junior year, his family moved back to
Alamo where Bingham graduated from Pahranagat Valley High School. As a
teenager, he enjoyed rodeo sports including bull riding and roping. He then
went on to attend Southern Utah State College and Clark County Community College.

Bingham worked for the Department of Public Works in his early twenties. He then opened his own
construction and development business.

In 1981, he ran for the North Las Vegas City Council promising to focus on better police presence
and attracting more residential and industrial growth to North Las Vegas.

Bingham sought a seat on the Clark County Commission in 1984. He served on the commission for
three terms. During his time on the county commission, his main interests focused on
comprehensive planning for the valley and improving the quality of life for residents of southern
Nevada. Bingham maintained his construction and development business while serving on the
commission. During his tenure, two ethics charges questioned his ability to vote impartially on
issues related to real estate development. The charges were cleared and Bingham recovered his
clean reputation.

Citing a desire to spend more time with his family, Bingham announced in 1995 that he would not
seek re-election. He gracefully retired from the commission and was remembered as a consensus
builder and instrumental in developing the regional master plan. He also helped develop the
Southern Nevada Water Authority.

In 1999, Bingham briefly returned to politics when he filed for Mayor of Las Vegas. A heart
condition forced him to drop out of the race.

Bingham served on a number of boards and commissions including the Colorado River Commission,
the Las Vegas Valley Water District, and the Kyle Canyon Water District. Bingham has continued to
work in construction and development following his retirement from public office. He also opened
his own lobbying firm, JDB.
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