
Commissioner Thomas A. Brown

http://staging-internet.co.clark.nv.us/100/Pages/commissioner-t-brown.aspx[5/25/2012 12:54:20 PM]

Thomas A. Brown
??—May 7, 1914
Clark County Commission- Elected 1910, short-term

In the first election for Clark County Commission, voters elected the Republican Thomas A. Brown,
defeating W.E. Hawkins. Brown’s campaign stressed his sound business sense and the Las Vegas
Age called him “a tower of strength” on the Republican ticket.

Brown first came to the southwest as a telegraph operator in Flagstaff, Arizona on the Santa Fe
Railroad. In 1893, he moved to Manvel, California following the establishment of the California
Eastern Railway. He entered into a partnership with E.S. Gosney in California and together they
opened a mercantile business, Brown, Gosney & Company. They opened additional stores in
Barnwell, Searchlight, Ivanpah, and Hart.

The store in Searchlight, Nevada was very successful and it became the headquarters for the
business. Brown relocated to Searchlight and made it his home. In 1909, Brown established an
automobile line between Searchlight and Las Vegas.

In 1910, Brown ran for the short-term seat on the newly established Clark County Commission. He
won the election with 567 votes of the 1333 votes cast in the race.

Following his two years on the commission, Brown retired. He sold his business in Searchlight to B.
Frank Miller and moved to La Mesa, California. He died in La Mesa on May 7, 1914.
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