BIOBLITZ 2015 AT THE CLARK COUNTY WETLANDS PARK

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2015

WHAT IS A BIOBLITZ?

A BioBlitz is a rapid inventory of everything that is living in a certain area. On January 31, 2015, community
members from across the Las Vegas Valley are invited to participate in a BioBlitz at Clark County Wetlands Park.
Families, students, adults, seniors — folks from across the Valley will search throughout Wetlands Park to find and
identify as many different kinds of plants, animals, fungi, etc. as possible between the hours of 8:30 am —11:30
am. Working alongside scientists and volunteers, BioBlitz participants will discover and celebrate the amazing
diversity of life living at Wetlands Park.

Participants will download and use the iNaturalist.org smartphone app. Participants will record their observations
using this app, taking photographs and notes whenever possible. Scientists and other experts will be stationed
throughout Wetlands Park to assist participants. Real-time BioBlitz summary statistics will be uploaded throughout
the day on the Wetlands Park BioBlitz project website (iNaturalist.org) — including the number of observations
being made; the number of species recorded; who has the highest number of observations; who recorded the
weirdest observation, etc.

At 11:30 a.m., participants will be invited to come to the Auditorium Base Camp and finalize uploading their
observations. Everyone will see a running tally of observations, species, and other information mapped and
displayed on our SmartBoard. The BioBlitz team of scientists (both on-site as well those participating virtually via
iNaturalist) will provide identifications for everything that has been observed, and our final species list will be
tallied and shared with all participants.

WHY BIOBLITZ?

Part contest, part festival, part educational event, part scientific endeavor -- the 2015 BioBlitz at Clark County
Wetlands Park is a celebration of biodiversity, the importance of the Wetlands Park, and the importance of Science
in Las Vegas.

The BioBlitz is designed to increase the public’s awareness of the variety of life living in Wetlands Park and to help
the public understand that this diverse array of plants and animals work together to protect our water, produce
healthy soils, and provide clean air. Working alongside scientists, community members will generate a list of
species found in the Park to contribute information that can be used in Park management. The BioBlitz is also an
excellent way to excite children and families about science, with ample opportunities to interact with scientists,
use scientific tools, and become themselves scientists by collecting and recording useful data. Because of the
sheer number of people working together, the BioBlitz maximizes the number of species that may be found,
including the potential to find rare and unique species.

THINGS TO DO DURING THE 2015 BIOBLITZ AT WETLANDS PARK

e Participate in data collection using the iNaturalist smartphone app

e Interact with scientists in action — see and use tools of the trade

e Discover an amazing array of plants and animals living at Clark County Wetlands Park
e Explore the Park with a Naturalist and participate in nature-based activities



