Moapa Town Advisory Board
October 27, 2020

MINUTES

Board Members: Tim Watkins, Chairperson —-PRESENT
Bob Lyman, Vice Chairperson — PRESENT
Jamie Shakespear — EXCUSED
John Wray — PRESENT

Secretary: Amelia Smith 702-397-6475

I. Call to Order, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

1. Public Comment
None

I11. Approval of September 29, 2020 Minutes
Moved by: Tim Watkins
Action: Approved

Vote: 3-0/Unanimous

IV.  Approval of Agenda for October 27, 2020
Moved by: Bob Lyman
Action: Approved
Vote: 3-0/Unanimous

V. Informational Items

1. Applications are available until Thursday November 12, 2020 for appointments by the Clark
County Board of County Commissioners to serve the Moapa Town Advisory Board for a
two-year (2-year) term beginning January 2021. (for discussion only)

VI.  Planning & Zoning
None
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VIL

General Business

Arevia Power, a developer of utility-scale solar photovoltaic projects in the United States, to
provide project details including scope, construction and operation timeline, job opportunities and
economic benefits regarding the proposed project for an 850 megawatt (MW) alternating current
(AC) solar project with 850 MW battery storage on approximately 9200 acres of federal land
under the management of the Bureau of Land Management. The Battle Born Solar Project is
located approximately 3 miles east of Moapa Valley on the southern end of the Mormon Mesa.
(for discussion only)

Ricardo Graf, Chief Development Officer and managing partner of Arevia Power, was present to
provide details regarding the proposed solar project. The presentation was provided as part of the
agenda and supporting materials which will be included as part of the minutes.

Community comments includes the following: Residents are concerned that there wasn’t enough
of a discovery process before settling on a site; residents would have preferred to be given the
opportunity to discuss negative impacts in the following categories: environmental, religious,
tourism, recreational, historical, geological, and wildlife disruptions due to a large section of the
valley becoming restricted access. The community would have liked the opportunity to provide
alternative sites. This site will directly have a negative impact on businesses in the area such as
Skydive Fyrosity and Legacy Rock. Arevia Power maintains that their plans are all preliminary
and they are willing to compromise to have the least amount of community impact possible.

The valley will be sandwiched between the two largest solar projects in the nation being Gemini
and Battle Born located 20 miles apart from one another. The community is wondering where the
water will be sourced from during the construction period and to maintain the site. Residents
visited Areavia Power’s website where it states that the water would come from ground water.
Arevia Power stated that their water will be trucked in via North Las Vegas or Las Vegas. The
community has already lost businesses due to Lake Mead closures and they believe this solar
project would further negatively impact dollars brought in via OHV wusers and outdoor
enthusiasts. Once the project is complete Arevia Power plans to sell the site which raises further
concerns regarding Arevia Power’s commitment to the community.

Additional public comments have been provided via written letters which will be included
as part of the meeting minutes

Who will be the manufacturer of the panels and which kind of batteries will be used? The
community was told that it’s too early in the process and a manufacturer has not been chosen yet.
Once a notice of intent has been submitted then they’ll have 2 public meetings via the BLM
which will give residents the opportunity to provide public comment. Members of the BLM will
be at the meetings during this process. The kind of batteries used will be lithium ion. Current
purchasing options being considered are China or Tesla.

How will the batteries be disposed of? The batteries have a 10-15-year lifespan. Locals who
directly work with lithium batteries have expressed that they are extremely difficult to dispose of
because no one accepts them. Arevia Power had no comment.

Who is the source of funding for this project? Federal dollars will be the main source of
funding
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¢ How many permanent Jobs will there be, and will they be employing locals? According to
Arevia Power, there will be approximately 25-35 permanent jobs. A project this size may also
include a local office. Many of the positions will go to union workers which will exclude many
in the valley due to a low number of union workers living in the area.

e  Why is this project being fast tracked? Although the project has priority, Arevia Power
maintains that they will still have to abide by the same timelines as any other project.

o Will the energy be sold to California? Currently, Arevia Power is planning to sell the energy to
NV Energy. The concemns are that NV Energy is not located in this area, so the community will
receive no benefit. Arevia Power expressed that once the power is sold, they have no say on what
happens thereafter, but they are willing to work with the Overton Power District if they would
like to be included.

VIII. Public Comment
None

IX.  Next Meeting Date
The next regular meeting will be January 26, 2020
X. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m.
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Moapa Town Advisory
Board Meeting



| am Lisa Childs, from Logandale, Nv co founder of the Moapa Valley Save Our Mesa Facebook group. |
started this group strictly to inform our community. We have an intelligent community here that has
done their own due diligencel Don't underestimate them.

The more | researched, the more | became convinced this was going to be tragic for the economy of our
community as well as our open spaces and our environment.

Our community depends on tourism to survive, we don’t have big casinos or golf courses, we have open
spaces and beautiful scenery. We are largely an OHV area and are inviting and encouraging events to
our area. We have numerous events that include the Mesa, one being the popular Hump and Bump
event that always sells out, and they give a lot back to our community. We also have a renowned
Skydiving Company that uses it as well, for both for civilian experiences and military training. They would
forced out of business,

When the Overton Beach closed at Lake Mead, many businesses took big hits. Some had to close. The
remaining ones direly depend on tourism to stay afloat. They must be able to bring in enough money
during our peak outdoor season to get them through our very slow summer season.

Losing any access 1o the Mesa could potentially drop our tourism by 35 to 50%, That would mean
additional closures in our community.

My second argument involves meteorological issues. | have diligently done my homewaork on this issue.
There are minimal studies as to what solar farms do to the area around them. The one item | ¢an find
factual is that it will raise the ambient temperature in the area, Usually from a minimum of 3 to 5° and
could be as high as 20°. We already have 120° summers here in the valley.

My first point of this...

We are also a significant farming community and those businesses could suffer severe damage by
increased temperatures. We also have a reservoir that supplies their water to keep their farms going.
With that kind of ambient temperature increase and low humidity, the farmers will have to water more
and combine that with the evaporation rates, it will drain the reservoir in no time. It could cause our
farms to shut down! This temperature increase will also affect the livestock that is raised in the area.

My second point....

Once the Gemini project is complete it will be the largest in the nation. When battle born is complete it
will then become the largest In the nation. From tip to tip these two large solar farms are 20 miles apart
and we are right between them,

There are NO studies showing what this could do to our average annual rainfall. There is no other
situation in the world like this to compare it to. The only studies I can find are strictly “model
predictions” for combining solar and wind farms in the Sahara desert.

I began researching the top 15 largest solar farms in the world. None of them impede on any
communities. | have searched every inch of the web and also with most solar companies out there,
including yours. Studies do not exist! A study of this magnitude would take years. The size of this farm
needs to be put in a remote area where it does not interfere with any community like this one will. We
don’t want to be the guinea pigs to find out our average annual rainfali is substantially reduced or even
depleted and our temperatures are unlivable because then, it is too late.



Another huge issue is fugitive dust during construction. You don’t have enough water trucks to control
that on the size of that project. That dust can be deadly, issues like Valley fever or haunta virus,
respiratory failures, and even Covid.

There is no benefit to us, only destruction, on so many fevelsl

We are not against renewable energy, we just want you to pick another place! And there ARE other
places, we will be happy to point them out to you after the meeting! As a community we are going to
stand together to protect our valley and to Save our Mesa!

Lisa Childs

Logandale



Hi,

I am Kat Lounsbury from Logandale Nv and co founder of the Moapa Valley Save Our Mesa Facebook
group.

We here today to express our concerns over the proposed Battle Born Solar Project.

This project lays 46 miles north of Las Vegas on top of Mormon Mesa near Moapa Valley, NV and wishes
to encompass an application area of 24,000 acres of land, or 37.5 square miles. That's 18,181 football
fields to put it into perspective.

Reading the clearinghouse records, the application makes it sound as though this project is located in
the middle of nowhere in a desolate area of desert. This is not the case. We have a thriving community
that would be directly below it.

Concerns about this project range from environmental and economical to historical and the sheer
importance of this landmark to the community.
I think | speak for majority of the Valley when | say we don’t want this solar project to happen.

Mormon Mesa hotds meaning to many of us. It’s a place where we can sit and appreciate the sunrise or
sunset in a naturally beautiful place. The “M” holds a tradition for the local high schools students and
has for many, many years. lt's a gateway to local attractions such as Double Negative, the Virgin River,
and Gold Butte. These things are just the tip of the ice burgh.

Mormon Mesa is a tourist attraction. Its recreational value is immeasurable, and not to just the locals.
Motorcycle races, hiking attractions, equine events, religious gatherings, and more happen there. The
trails across the Mesa are documented on the State Government OHV websites,

This is also a well-known place to the sclentific and archeological community. There are noteworthy
archeological sites on top of Mormon Mesa where indigenous people settled where remnants of their
existence stifll remain.

The Mesa is alse one of the oldest landforms in the desert southwest and has helped piece together
how this area was formed. It is rare and unique. It’s aided in the understanding of geological, climatic,
and tectonic studies.

Endangered animals and plants have made Mormon Mesa their home. The Las Vegas Bear Poppy is
actually found quite frequently in the area. The Mesa is an important bridge for the already protected
Desert Tortoise and has been noted as such with the Fish and Wildlife Service. The other side of the 115,
on Mormon Mesa, has already been deemed an Area of Critical Environmental Concern.

There are many documented sightings of the the tortoise on the Mesa. Even the Southwestern Willow
Flycatcher has been spotted in the vicinity of where the proposed solar project would be located. | can
go on more about this, but | will move on.



I'm sure you are aware of the Old Historic Spanish Trail that crosses Mormon Mesa. This piece of the
trail is one of the last remaining portions that is still intact. However we hold another historical trail
there as well known as the Huntsman Trail which is also documented in our local history.

The southern tip of Mormon Mesa is an amazing lookout over Lake Mead as well as the ruins of St.
Thomas, where many of the local’s ancestors settled.

So many people have moved here to be closer to nature and away from the big city. We enjoy our way
of life in our little town and we don’t want a gigantic solar field in our backyard. We value nature and
recreation. Mormon Mesa is a staple in that.

There are hundreds of reasons why we don’t want this project to happen and too many unanswered
questions and no studies to back up any supposed answers.

Our home is not a science experiment. How will this affect our weather? Especially once we are smack
dab in the middie of two gigantic solar fields.

Where is the proof that this process of “mowing” actually works? How many SUSTAINABLE jobs will this
actually bring? Where would the power ACTUALLY be going? Why should we give up Jand that is sacred
to us in a way that will not benefit us, but will actually hurt us?

| believe | speak for this community when | urge you to rethink the location of this solar project. There
are many alternative locations.

In conclusion, we don’t want your solar field, We want our Mesa, and you cannot buy us.

SAVE OUR MESA!

Kat Lounsbury

Logandale
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Oct. 27, 2020

My husband and | are snowbirds. We have spent the past
few years in Overton. We and our friends spend a lot of time
enjoying the beautiful Mormon Mesa. How anyone can even
think about turning this beautiful place into a solar farm is just
horrible. It is home to so many species of animals, reptiles and
birds. The unaccountable types of plants, how can anyone
even think about killing all these things??? You would have to
be stupid and heartless to think that a solar farm wouldn’t ruin
everything on the Mesa. Then there’s the historical part of the
Mesa that will be lost. Please keep our beautiful Mesa from
being ruined.

Thank you,

Mary Montover
PO Box 2395
Overton, NV 89040
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