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NEVADA: STATE SUPERVISED, 
COUNTY ADMINISTERED 
CHILD WELFARE STRUCTURE

DCFS supervises and administers child welfare 
services in the 15 rural counties.

DCFS provides State oversight child welfare 
programs in Clark and Washoe counties to 
include:

• Technical assistance 
• Policy development
• Fiscal oversight for federal monies, 

quality improvement activities  



The Nevada Revised Statutes may be found on the Nevada Legislature's 
website. The Nevada Administrative Code contains all of the permanent 
regulations pertaining to State of Nevada Agencies. They were adopted 
under chapter 233B of the Nevada Revised Statutes.

Child welfare statutes: NRS 432, 432B, 432C

Nevada Revised Statues (NRS) 
Nevada Administrative Code (NAC)



.

CHILD WELFARE 
SERVICES

Child Welfare Agencies provide a continuum of services
that support the child, the parents, and the caregivers.

• Nevada Initial Assessment (AKA CPS)

• Foster Care Services

• Adoption Services

• Independent Living Services

Additional services to support the child and family include in-home counseling 
(family preservation/intensive family services), early childhood services, and 
other outpatient services.



REPORT 
CHILD ABUSE 

& NEGLECT

WASHOE COUNTY
(RENO/SPARKS)

(833) 900-SAFE

CLARK COUNTY
(LAS VEGAS/HENDERSON)

(702) 399-0081

ALL OTHER COUNTIES
Afterhours & weekends please call 

local law enforcement to make a report

(833) 571-1041





Intake is the first stage of the child protective services (CPS) process and is one of the most important decision-
making points in the child protection system. It is the point at which reports of suspected child abuse and 
neglect are received. Information gathered by caseworkers is used to make decisions regarding safety and the 
type of CPS response required. A supervisor then dispositions the referral, which then becomes a report. The 
report disposition determines whether the report is screened-in for subsequent agency involvement or 
screened-out and the agency’s involvement does not continue.
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• The goal of the foster care system is to ensure the safety, 
permanency and well-being of children who either temporarily or 
permanently cannot be safely maintained in their own homes. 

• Foster care is intended to be a short-term situation until a 
permanent placement can be made.

• Placement with relatives/fictive kin is first choice

• Regular family foster care or specialized level 
care if needed

• Shelter care

• Adoption

• Reunification

FOSTER CARE

• While in foster care a case manager is assigned to the child and his/her family to assist with case 
plan development and to work on minimizing the safety threats in the family so the child can be 
safely returned home. 

• If reunification is not an option, other permanent living situations are explored such 
as adoption, guardianship and APPLA (Another planned living arrangement).
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Recent Nevada
Child Welfare 
Service Expansions

During the past decade, Nevada’s Child Welfare system 
has expanded through multiple legislative acts to include a 
wider scope of services, including:

• Nevada Safety Model (High level of 
engagement with families)

• Expanded School Investigations

• Kinship Guardianship Assistance

• Commercially Sexually Exploited Children 

• Extended Foster Care 

Child Welfare in Nevada also continues to develop greater interconnections 
with other services/systems that support families including education, mental 
health treatment, and housing assistance.  



FEDERAL OVERSIGHT of 
CHILD WELFARE 
PROGRAMMING

The Federal Foster Care Program helps to provide safe and stable 
out-of-home care for children until the children are safely returned 
home, placed permanently with adoptive families or placed in other 
planned arrangements for permanency. 

STATE AGENCIES MUST SUBMIT:

• 5-year Child and Family Services Plans (CFSP) 

• Annual Progress and Services Reports (APSRs)



The Children's Bureau administers formula grants to support states and tribes 
in operating their child welfare systems, including child maltreatment 
prevention, foster care, adoption, and the information systems necessary to 
support these programs.

Funding is provided through:

• Titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security Act

• Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act



CAPTA Funds:

• Research and demonstration 
projects on the causes, 
prevention, identification, 
assessment and treatment of 
child abuse and neglect

• Development and 
implementation of evidence-
based training programs, 
technical assistance to grantees 
and communities through 
national resource centers and 
the Child Welfare Information 
Gateway.

Title IV-E Agency funds:

• Maintenance payments 
for daily care/supervision 
of children

• Administrative costs

• Training staff & foster 
care providers

• Recruitment of foster 
parent

• Costs associated with 
state-wide data 
collection system



Adoption and Foster Care Analysis 
and Reporting System (AFCARS)
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