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Message from the Director 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Clark County Law Library provides free access to legal resources to the 2 million residents who live 
in Clark County.  One of the misconceptions about the Law Library is that it is only open to judges and 
lawyers.  Over the past 2 years since I was appointed Director of the Law Library, I have committed to 
educating the public about the free legal resources available to assist with their legal issues and ensure 
that all residents have free access to justice.  It has been my pleasure to assist the Clark County Law 
Library in becoming a first rate public law library with up-to-date legal resource material, free online 
legal databases and qualified staff to aid patrons in using the legal resources that we offer.   
 
Additionally, I would like to take this opportunity to confirm to the Clark County Board of County 
Commissioners that the Clark County Law Library continues to adhere to NRS 380.153 (2), which 
mandates that all legal books and materials listed by the State Library and Archives Administrator are to 
be accessible to the inhabitants of the county during normal business hours and are in an area that is 
plainly marked as being accessible to the general public.  I would also like to note that the Law Library 
also adheres to the standards established by the American Association of Law Libraries, through the 
State, Court and County Law Libraries Special Interest Section. 
 
The safety of staff and patrons utilizing the Law Library has been a concern of mine for many years.  In 
February 2015, I requested a security assessment from Theodore Hooper, Clark County Law Library Real 
Property Manager.  Roger Barrera, Clark County Security Supervisor, prepared an extensive report and 
indicated safety concerns for staff and patrons utilizing the Law Library.  I’m happy to report that all 
areas of concern in the Law Library have been properly addressed and a security plan has been 
prepared, which is reviewed by staff every six months. 
 
2015 has proven to be one of our most successful years yet at the Law Library.  I would like to invite you 
to review the year’s highlights which outline: service developments, initiatives and community 
involvement that marked this past year.  I would personally like to thank the Clark County Law Library 
Board of Trustees, Clark County Manager’s Office, our dedicated employees, and interns that made 
2015 such a successful year for the Clark County Law Library.  With all of their continued involvement 
and support, I look forward to another successful year in 2016. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Karen Byrd, Director 
Clark County Law Library 
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Overview 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Clark County Law Library was created in 1923 by the enactment of Ordinance #1 and is statutorily 
mandated by NRS 380.  The Law Library provides free access to legal resources to the 2 million residents 
of Southern Nevada.  We are open to the public and are funded by a portion of District Civil Court filing 
fees and a small portion of Justice Court filing fees, membership dues, sanctions and photocopy usage. 
 
The Law Library is governed by a seven-member Board of Trustees composed of three District Court 
judges (appointed by Chief Judge), two attorneys and two non-attorneys (appointed by Clark County 
Commissioners), of which all serve without compensation.  The Clark County Law Library Board of 
Trustees is committed to public service through the free legal information resources and programs 
made available to every resident in Clark County. 
 
The Law Library is open 6 days a week, Monday - Saturday for a total of 52 hours a week with seven full 
time and three part time staff members.  The Law Library is currently in its first year of collaborating 
with local high schools to offer an up to 8 hours per week internship program to students who are 
interested in pursuing various careers within the legal field such as that of law librarian, attorney, or 
paralegal. 
 
 

 
 

Clark County Law Library 
309 S. Third St., Suite 400 

Las Vegas, NV  89155 
www.clarkcountynv.gov/lawlibrary 

askinfo@clarkcountynv.gov 
702-455-4696 

702-455-5420 Fax  
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Board of Trustees 

__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Member 

 

 

 Current Term of Office 

 

Thomas D. Beatty, Esq. 

President 

 

 

January 1, 2015 – December 31, 2016 

 

Margaret Lambrose, Esq. 

Secretary 

 

 

January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2017 

 

Hon. Joanna S. Kishner 

 

 

January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2017 

 

Hon. Vincent Ochoa 

 

 

January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2017 

 

Hon. Jerry A. Wiese II 

 

 

January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2017 

 

Jeff Share 

 

 

January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2017 

 

Barbara Wagner 

 

 

January 1, 2015 – December 31, 2016 

 

NRS 380.020  Government and management of law library; number, appointment and terms of 

members. 
1.  Any law library established by ordinance as provided by subsection 1 of NRS 380.010 must be 

governed and managed by a board of law library trustees. 

2.  A board of law library trustees must consist of not less than five nor more than seven members. The 

district judge of the judicial district in which the county is situated or, if the district has more than one 

district judge, a maximum of three district judges designated by all the judges of the district from among 

their number, are ex officio trustees. The board of county commissioners shall appoint a sufficient 

number of trustees to complete the board, including at least two who are not attorneys at law. 

3.  Appointive members of the board must be appointed by the board of county commissioners at the 

first meeting of the board of county commissioners in each January, to serve for terms of 2 years. As 

nearly as may be, half of the terms must expire each year. 

[3:250:1913; 1919 RL p. 2707; NCL § 2252] + [4:250:1913; 1919 RL p. 2707; NCL § 2253]—(NRS A 

1965, 223; 1969, 787; 1981, 1003; 1983, 339) 
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Vision & Mission Statement 
 
 

 

 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
A research library dedicated to providing equality of access to sources of law, related information and 

community resources.   
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Clark County Law Library provides access to the most recent precedents and the best available 
commentary regarding legal issues. 

 
 
 
 
 

Address and Phone: 
309 South Third St., Suite 400 

P.O. Box 557340 
Las Vegas, NV  89155-7340 

Phone: (702) 455-4696 
Fax: (702) 455-5120 

 

Operating Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 

 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
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Organizational Chart 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�     �                  
(Revised 12/29/15) 

Office Services  

Manager 

Law Library  

Director 

Law Librarian I (2) Law Library  

Assistant I (3) 
  

Law Library  

Assistant PT (3) 
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Budget/Finances 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The main source of funding for the Clark County Law Library comes from a portion of selected District 
Court civil filings as stated in the Clark County Code 18.08.030(1) in the amount of $30 per civil action. 
Additionally, we receive a small portion of selected Justice Court civil filings as stated in Clark County 
Code 18.08.030(2) in the amount of $3 per selected civil action.  Approximately 89% of the total Law 
Library’s revenue is derived from District Court civil filing fees, which totaled $956,465.07 in FY2015. 
 
Funding for law libraries throughout the country continues to be a major concern.   Since the number of 
Justice Court litigants seeking legal assistance at the Law Library has continued to rise, the Clark County 
Law Library Board of Trustees felt it was the appropriate time to request additional funding from the 
Justice Courts.  Maggie Lambrose, Secretary of the Clark County Law Library Board of Trustees, and 
Nevada Legislators advocated for Justice Court filing fees, and the additional revenue became a reality 
on January 1, 2014, in the amount of $3 per selected civil action.  In FY 2015, the Law Library received 
$82,361 in Justice Court filing fees. 
 
Even as the Law Library has faced financial challenges since the 1980’s, the staff continues to provide 
and maintain a high level of professional service and strives to enhance services to assist the public, 
legal community, judiciary, and all branches of government.   
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Revenue/Expense Statistics 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Total Revenue for Fiscal Year 2015
$1,074,321.23

District Court Filing Fees
$956,465.07

Justice Court Filing Fees
$82,361.00

Sanctions $19,825.00

Photocopies $7,421.96

Interest Income $6,040.20

Circulation Membership
$2,110.00

Library Fines $98

Total Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2015
$1,049,743.09

Books $454,406.41

Salaries $318,367.78

Services & Supplies
$144,575.93

Benefits $132,392.97
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Gate Statistics 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gate Count 
 

 

Gate count reflects the number of individuals utilizing services within the law library. 
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Reference Statistics 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 

* New legal services offered to Clark County residents through our partnership with Nevada Legal Services, UNLV 

Boyd Law School, ACLU and Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada. 

2015
Patron Inquiries Jurisdiction

District Court

Family Court

Justice Courts

Other Agencies

2015
Patron Inquiries

Self Represneted Litigant

Legal Community

E-Reference

Computer Usage

Conference Room Reservations

CLE Events

*New Record Sealing Workshop

*New Estate Planning Seminar

*New Bankruptcy Seminar
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Internet/Webpage Statistics 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Internet/Webpage Usage 
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Circulation Statistics 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Circulation Activity 
 

 
 

Circulation is limited to active members of the Nevada State Bar, Judicial Staff, and County Departments 
that have a valid circulation card and are in good standing with the Law Library. 
 
To obtain a circulation card, an individual must fill out a Borrower Registration Card, either in person at 
the Law Library or on the Law Library’s website at www.ClarkCountyNV.Gov/LawLibrary.  Along with the 
registration card, there is a one-time $50.00 registration fee.  The circulation card is then valid for one 
year from the date of purchase and can be renewed annually for $30.00 per subsequent year. 
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Library Collection 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Clark County Law Library has a total of 87,146 materials along with 501 online resources in its 
collection.  In addition to the books, the Law Library offers free usage of legal databases which include 
Lexis/Nexis, Westlaw, M-Law, CCH IntelliConnect, BNA electronic legal resources, and Hein-on-line, 
which otherwise would not be available to the general public without the purchase of an annual 
subscription with each vendor.  

 
 
 
 

 

2015 Library Collection

Book Collection = 60,139

Microfilm = 22,490

Books Added = 2,565

Books Withdrawn = 3,208

Audio/Video = 1,454

Internet Resources = 501

Missing Volumes = 0
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Community Involvement 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

For the first time in over 35 years, the Clark County Law Library offers a variety of community awareness 
opportunities to inform members of the general public and the legal community of the free services the 
Law Library has to offer. 
 

 CLE Credit Opportunity: The Clark County Law Library offers a variety of free monthly CLE credit 
opportunities for attorneys and paralegals to meet their annual continuing legal education 
requirement.  In 2015, 295 attorneys and paralegals participated in the monthly event. 
 

 

 Criminal Record Sealing Class and Civil Rights Restoration in Nevada: In July of 2015, the Clark 
County Law Library in collaboration with Nevada Legal Services, William S. Boyd School of Law, 
Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada and American Civil Liberties Union of Nevada began 
offering a free workshop designed to provide information regarding the process of Record 
Sealing and Civil Rights Restoration.  This workshop is offered every Wednesday from 3-5pm at 
the Clark County Law Library.  With the overwhelming response, reservations are now required.  
From July 29, 2015 to date, 231 Clark County residents have participated in this workshop. 
 

 Estate Planning Seminar: In December 2015, the Clark County Law Library in collaboration with 
Nevada Legal Services began the first free workshop on Estate Planning.  This workshop is 
designed to assist the general public on how to avoid probate, understand a trust, make health 
care and financial decisions and learn how to receive free assistance.  The first workshop was 
held on December 15, 2015, in which 12 Clark County residents participated.  This event will 
continue through 2016. 
 

 Bankruptcy and Consumer Rights Seminar:  In December 2015, the Clark County Law Library in 
collaboration with Nevada Legal Services began the first free workshop on Bankruptcy and 
Consumer Rights.  This workshop was designed to assist and educate the general public on filing 
for bankruptcy protection, differentiating between Chapter 7 and Chapter 13, debt collector 
harassment and learning how to receive free assistance.  The first workshop was held December 
16, 2015, in which 8 Clark County residents participated.  This event will continue through 2016. 
 

 Access to Justice: Staff participates in quarterly meetings with the Nevada Supreme Court 
Access to Justice Commission.  
 

 S.A.L.T. (Senior and Law Enforcement Together Council): Two staff members are a part of the 
S.A.L.T. committee which meets monthly to promote senior safety throughout Clark County.   
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 Ask the Expert Day: The Law Library is represented in this annual event hosted by Clark County 
to inform the public on services offered at the library to assist self-represented litigants with 
their legal needs. 
 
 

 Law Day: Open house to introduce the legal community and self-represented litigants to free 
legal resources available in the Law Library.  All patrons who visited the Law Library on Law Day 
received a free copy of the United State Constitution. 
 

 Site visits include the following locations: Staff visits 90 locations throughout the year which 
include all District and Justice Courts throughout Clark County, Legal Aid Agencies, Regional 
Justice Center, Self Help Centers, Federal Courts, Community Centers, Public Libraries, Detention 
Centers, High Schools specializing in the law, LVMPD, Constables and other miscellaneous 
agencies that assist the legal community in Clark County. 
 

 High Desert State Prison:  Clark County Law Library staff along with Clark County Law Library 
Board of Trustees members Maggie Lambrose, Secretary, and Hon. Jerry A. Wiese II, met with 
the Warden of the prison to tour their law library and find out how to provide prisoners with the 
services needed to perform legal research and ensure proper formatting of pleadings in order to 
expedite the filing process.  This is an ongoing project working with Law Library staff, Boyd Law 
School, District Court and High Desert Prison. 
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Donations 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
On January 16, 2015 a dedication ceremony was held at the Clark County Law Library to observe the generous 
donation of Nevada Courthouse drawings by Second Judicial District Court Judge Patrick Flanagan.  Judge Flanagan 
donated the drawings in memoriam of his friend and colleague, Attorney Fred D. “Pete Gibson III, who passed 
away last April.  About Gibson, Judge Flanagan commented, “Fred D. “Pete” Gibson III passionately carried on his 
family’s long history of service to Nevada.  In his honor, this unique collection of prints of Nevada courthouses will 
commemorate that service.  Pete was a true Nevada lawyer.”  Those attending the ceremony included family and 
colleagues of Mr. Gibson, as well as the Law Library Board of Trustees.  The library is honored to house the limited 
series of drawings by Reno artist Patty Atcheson Melton, which is available for viewing in our conference room.  
The library is located at 309 S. Third St., Las Vegas, NV.  

 

 
Dedication Honored Fred D. “Pete” Gibson III. 

Miscellaneous titles donated to the Clark County Law Library throughout the year include: 

 Am Jur Legal Forms, 2nd, full set 

 Photograph of Clark County Courthouse from 1960 

 Fair Credit Reporting, 6th edition 

 Student Loan Law: Collections, intercepts, deferments, discharges, repayment plans, and trade 

school abuse, 3rd edition 

 Foreclosures: Defenses, workouts, and mortgage services, 2008 supplement 

 LCB-Nevada Revised Statutes 2013 full set 

 LCB-Nevada Revised Statutes 2011 selected volume 
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Comments from Our Patrons  
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
To better serve our patrons, a suggestion box is available for patrons to leave a comment or suggestion.  The 
following are some of the comments received throughout 2015. 
 
Legal community comments: 
 

 “I am impressed at the level of support the C.C. Law Library provides to the local bar by holding so many 
CLE classes, and free of charge.” 

 

 “Outstanding presentation.” 
 

 “Thanks for hosting the CLE classes.  Extra thanks to Shelly for informing me by e-mail.” 
 

 “Staff has always been more than helpful with various issues from finding materials to providing CLE’s and 
other helpful resources.” 
 

Patrons attending free seminars: 
 

 “The class gave me a better understanding to restore a person’s ability to live a normal life.” 
 

 “Much appreciation for the opportunity for information of the court system and ACLU.” 
 

 “Exceeded my expectations.  More detailed than I imagined.  Learned so much more, almost an 
awakening to how much it actually entails.” 
 

 “I really appreciate the help.  It’s a long process, but we know you’ll be here for questions.” 
 

Reference assistance: 
 

 “Chanteyl is a true definition of a life saver.  After talking to hundreds of people she had me the 
information I needed within minutes and we literally had our problem solved within a week and were able 
to leave Las Vegas after being there two months waiting.  Truly an angel.” 

 

 “Your staff far exceeded my needs.  So courteous and friendly and exceptionally helpful.” 
 

 “You can’t improve on the service I received from Summer, she was excellent.  She led me to the source 
of information that answered all of my legal questions and needs.  Thank you very much.” 
 

 “This place is very helpful to me.  The staff is knowledgeable and patient to those of us who don’t 
understand legal jargon.  I love it here and Kelii was very helpful.” 
 

 “You’ve done a great job upgrading technology and online legal resources.” 
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Social Media 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
FACEBOOK 
 

 
 

Facebook is used to promote workshops, seminars and Law Library news and notes.  Like our 
page at Facebook.com/CCLawLib. 

 
TWITTER 
 

 
 
Twitter is used to promote workshops, seminars and Law Library news and notes.  Follow us 
@NVlawlib. 
 

 
  

 


