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DESERT CONSERVATION PROGRAM

The Desert Conservation Program (DCP) manages Endangered Species Act
compliance on behalf of Clark County and the cities of Boulder City,
Henderson, Las Vegas, North Las Vegas, Mesquite and the Nevada
Department of Transportation (NDOT) (collectively, the Permittees) through
implementation of the Clark County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation
Plan (MSHCP) and associated Section 10(a)(1)(B) incidental take permit.
The MSHCP and permit allow private landowners to develop land in Clark
County without the need for individual project-by-project consultations
and negotiation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) to comply with the
Endangered Species Act, providing a streamlined process for compliance. In
exchange for this permit, the DCP implements actions to mitigate impacts
from development. These actions include research, acquisition of sensitive
habitats, habitat restoration, public information and education, the Wild
Desert Tortoise Assistance Line, and installation and maintenance of
fencing along roadways to reduce tortoise mortality.




Permit Amendment

The DCP continues to pursue a major amendment to the MSHCP and incidental take permit. This amendment would allow for additional
take authorization in Clark County while providing long-term assurances to the Clark County community for continued economic growth.

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER
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The incidental take permit requires the establishment of a conservation easement in the Eldorado Valley to be managed and
protected for the benefit of the desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizzi) as partial mitigation for the take of desert tortoise and its
habitat. The BCCE was established between Clark County and Boulder City in July of 1995 to fulfill this requirement.
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Click on the link for a comprehensive list of BCCE management accomplishments for this quarter.
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https://files.clarkcountynv.gov/clarknv/2022%202nd%20Quarter%20-%20BCCE%20Management%20Action%20Tracking_.pdf?t=1659554983668&t=1659554983668

The incidental take permit stipulates that take of covered avian species is conditioned upon the acquisition of private lands in desert riparian
habitats along the Muddy and Virgin rivers and the Meadow Valley wash. To comply with this permit condition, the DCP has acquired
properties with riparian habitat along the Muddy and Virgin rivers in Clark County. These properties serve to mitigate impacts to covered
species and conserve habitats and important connectivity corridors.

Click here for a comprehensive list of Riparian Reserve Units management accomplishments for this quarter.

Muddy River Reserve Unit

I Continued planning efforts for the Southern Nevada Public 9 American Conservation Experience continued tamarisk
Land Management Act (SNPLMA) Round 16 project to conduct treatment.
habitat restoration on the
Muddy River Reserve Unit - 9 Submitted applications to change the place of use for Muddy

Natural Channel Design was
selected to complete the
restoration design. Their design
is in its final stage and currently
under review with Public Works
and Clark County Regional Flood

Control District for the necessary . " q  Attended monthly meetings with Muddy River Biological
construction permits. Advisory Committee

River water right permits. These applications will support
future Muddy River Reserve revegetation efforts.

9  Continued monthly data collection on groundwater
monitoring wells.

I Continued coordination with adjacent landowners to request
easements for future restoration implementation activities.

Virgin River Reserve Unit

9 Continued monitoring of Mormon Mesa parcel for browsing and trampling by trespass cattle,
and non-native plant species. Eagle View Contractors, Inc. installed fencing along southern
property boundary to exclude unauthorized cattle.

9 Continued management of NPS' Invasive Plant Management Team for survey of vegetation
and maintenance activities for enhancement of native riparian species.

91 Request to adjudicate hydrobasins 222, 223, and 224, was submitted in Q2 2020 to Nevada
Division of Water Resources. Currently under review.

91 Examined inventory of water rights and determined that fifty-eight (58) surface water rights
and twelve (12) groundwater rights could be conveyed to the Nevada Division of Wildlife
(NDOW). Board of County Commissioners approved proposed conveyance of water rights.
The State approved the conveyance in Q2 2022. Staff will coordinate with NDOW to update
the ownership of each water right with the State of Nevada Division of Water Resources.

9 Participated in Virgin River Coalition meeting.
Property Acquisition

9 Awilling seller contacted RPM with a parcel along the Virgin River they are interested in
selling. DCP is currently evaluating the parcel to determine if an offer should be sent.
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Other
9| Continued management of contract with SWCA to evaluate archaeological resources. They

evaluated resources for the newly acquired parcels on the Virgin River and submitted a final
report. No resources were found within the parcels.

9| Continued management of contract with SWCA to conduct avian surveys on riparian
properties. Surveys began in Q2, including point count surveys, southwestern willow
flycatcher (SWFL) and yellow-billed cuckoo (YBCU) protocol surveys, and nest monitoring.

9 Participated in meetings with Clark County Regional Flood Control District for development of
an In Lieu Fee Program.

9 Attended Healthy Public Lands Conference.


https://files.clarkcountynv.gov/clarknv/Riparian%20Goals%20and%20Objectives%20Tracking%202nd%20Quarter%202022_cw.pdf?t=1659555974509&t=1659555974509

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND
EDUCATION

One of the requirements of the MSHCP is to provide public
information and education and to complete outreach projects that
support messages of the DCP.

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER
Mojave Max Education Program

I Continued to provide oversight and project management for
the contract with Get Outdoors Nevada for the Mojave Max
Education Program.

9 Received preliminary report resulting from program evaluation
performed by INFORM Evaluation and Research

Outreach Events and Mojave Max Appearances

9 Announced the emergence of Mojave Max via social media and
a news release

I Hosted the Mojave Max Emergence Winner announcement

9 Hosted the Mojave Max Emergence Winner field trip to Springs
Preserve

9 Participated in multiple Spring events throughout the valley

9 Participated in Earth Day event at Springs Preserve

FOLLOW MOJAVE MAX

Visit MojaveMax.com to get information about Mojave Max;
who is he? where does he live? why he is an important
mascot for the Desert Conservation Program?

Follow him on social media too!

(O ¥ ¢

@MojaveMax a2 2 @Sy

Mojave Max Mojave_Max
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ATTENTION
CONSTRUCTION
PERSONNEL

If you see a wild desert tortoise on a
construction site, please call the Wild Desert
Tortoise Assistance line at 702-593-9027.
The tortoise will be picked up free of charge.

CONSTRUCTION
SITE TRAINING

Please contact the DCP if you would like to
schedule a desert tortoise training session
for your construction staff. The DCP will
explain what to do if you find a wild desert
tortoise on your construction site and the
training will be provided free of charge.
Please contact the DCP at 702-455-3536 if
you're interested.

WILD DESERT TORTOISE ASSISTANCE

The DCP implements numerous conservation actions to benefit the desert tortoise and to assist with recovery efforts. Two of the key projects
implemented to reduce the impacts of development on wild desert tortoises include operation of the Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance Line and
the implementation of a translocation program, conducted in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Desert Tortoise Recovery
Office. Additional projects that benefit wild desert tortoise populations include the construction and maintenance of over 400 miles of desert
tortoise exclusionary fencing, and a wide variety of desert tortoise monitoring and research projects (refer to report section on the Adaptive

Management Program).

Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance Line

9 Continued to administer a contract with
Ecocentric to provide support for the Wild Desert
Tortoise Assistance Line and in conducting health
assessments for tortoises that are removed from
construction sites.

1 One call was received from the Wild Desert
Tortoise Assistance Line during this reporting
period with 1 tortoise picked up from a
construction site and placed into quarantine.

T Preformed health assessments on 6 tortoises.

Translocation
T N/A

Connectivity

1 Completed a 5 year SNPLMA project relating to tortoise
connectivity across roadways. these projects culminated in
the development of a Connectivity Management Plan for
Clark County.

Desert Tortoise Fencing

1 Continued planning activities for the construction of post-
and-cable and desert tortoise fencing along the boundary
of the Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. A



