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Clockwise from top: Windmills; Browneyes; Silver cholla; and Yellow cups all found on the BCCE (Photos: C. Floyd)

The incidental take permit requires the establishment of a conservation easement in the Eldorado Valley to be managed and
protected for the benefit of the desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizzi) as partial mitigation for the take of desert tortoise and its

habitat. The BCCE was established between Clark County and Boulder City in July of 1995 to fulfill this requirement.

9 Provided oversight and project management for the Completed construction of three new gabion kiosks with
interlocal agreement with Boulder City for Law signage at three common entry points to the BCCE. This
Enforcement on the BCCE. project helps inform the public about the conservation

f  Conducted twenty-five site visits to monitor use, easement and its purpose, things to see and do and the
disturbances, and related issues; to perform new rules to be followed.

signage installation, maintenance and upgrades; for
restoration planning and monitoring; and in support of
the Predation Study and the Desert Tortoise Occupancy
Study.

T  Met with law enforcement during five site visits to plan
patrols to cover areas where unauthorized uses were
detected.



Clockwise from top: Brittlebush; Desert palafox; Desert dandelion; and Pricklypear all found on the BCCE (Photos: C. Floyd)

BOULDER CITY CONSERVATION EASEMENT—

CONTINUED

T Met with representatives from Sempra Energy and 1
Boulder City to discuss proposed energy development
projects.

9 Continued coordination with utility companies based in 1

the Energy Zone in order to meet desert conservation
and restoration goals.

T Mapping and assessment of unauthorized roads and
other disturbances is ongoing and will guide
prioritization of restoration activities on the BCCE.

A comprehensive list of BCCE management accomplishments for this quarter
can be viewed here.

Baseline surveys for birds and small mammals on
the BCCE are in the planning phase. Surveys will be
conducted in spring of 2018.

Baseline surveys for bats on both the BCCE and the
riparian reserve units are in the planning
phase. Surveys will be conducted in summer of
2018.


http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/airquality/dcp/Documents/Programmatic%20Qtly%20Rpts/2017%20BCCE%20Goals%20and%20Objectives%20Tracking%204th%20Qtr.pdf

The incidental take permit stipulates that take of covered avian species is conditioned upon
the acquisition of private lands in desert riparian habitats along the Muddy and Virgin rivers
and the Meadow Valley wash. To comply with this permit condition, the DCP has acquired
properties with riparian habitat along the Virgin and Muddy rivers in Clark County. These
properties serve to mitigate impacts to covered species and conserve habitats and important
connectivity corridors.

Muddy River Reserve Unit

9 Arequest for quotes (RFQ) was sent to §  The National Park Service’s Exotic Plant

potential bidders for maintenance of
the Muddy River Reserve Units. Eagle
View Contractors was selected to

Management Team continues to con-
duct vegetation management and
maintenance activities for enhance-

conduct  maintenance on  the
properties which will begin in January
2018.

ment of native riparian species.

Perkins Pond at the Muddy River Reserve Unit 9 Planning efforts for the

Southern  Nevada  Public Land
Management Act (SNPLMA) Round 16
project to conduct habitat restoration
on the Muddy River Reserve Unit
continue - a restoration
implementation plan has been
prepared to prioritize restoration areas
within ~ the  property including
recommendations for native plant
species selection, planting methods,
source stock, etc.

A comprehensive list of Riparian Reserve
Units management accomplishments for
this quarter can be viewed here.

Virgin River Reserve Unit 1 Great Basin Institute was selected to conduct restoration

9 Continued photo-monitoring documentation of re- services on the Virgin River Reserve Units in 2018.

stored areas within Subunit 1.

9 Attended two workshops this quarter with other stakehold-
ers to discuss preliminary planning of a Lower Virgin River

Integrated Watershed Management Plan.

9 Planning efforts for the SNPLMA Round 15 project to
conduct 20 to 40 acres of habitat restoration on the Vir-
gin River Reserve Unit continue; a restoration implemen-
tation plan has been prepared to prioritize restoration 1
areas within the property, including recommendations
for native plant species selection, planting methods,
source stock, etc.

Attended the Virgin River Conservation Partnership Symposi-
um in Mesquite.

Property Acquisition

The Board of County Commissioners approved the DCP’s
request to purchase previously identified properties of inter-
est along the Virgin River in Bunkerville and Riverside, Neva-
da. One offer letter was sent to a property owner.

9 AnRFQ was sent to potential bidders for herbicide ac- Il
quisition. Helena Chemical was selected.

Photos of
property at the
Virgin River
Reserve Unit



http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/airquality/dcp/Documents/Programmatic%20Qtly%20Rpts/2017%20Riparian%20Goals%20and%20Objectives%20Tracking%204th%20Qtr.pdf

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION

One of the requirements of the MSHCP is to provide public information and education and to complete outreach projects that support
messages of the DCP.

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER

Mojave Max Education Program
I Continued to provide oversight and project management for the contract with
Outside Las Vegas Foundation for the Mojave Max Education Program.

The 2018 Mojave Max Assembly season started December 5th.

Six individual Tortoise Talks were conducted during this reporting period, reach-
ing 471 students.

I  Seven outreach events were conducted during this reporting period.

Get Outdoors N Day
Outreach Events and Mojave Max Appearances
The following outreach events were conducted during this reporting period:
GetOutdoors Nevada Day Cornerstone Park October 7th
q Summerlin Festival of Arts Downtown Summerlin October 14th and 15th
I  Green Fair at Circus Circus Circus Circus Hotel October 18th
 CAST. Lake Mead NRA October 21st
Trunkor Treat Whitney Recreation Center October 26th
I  Santa’s Electric Parade Boulder City December 2nd
1  South Point Holiday Party South Point Casino December 22nd

FOLLOW
MOJAVE MAX

Get information about Mojave Max, who he is and why he’s an

important mascot for The Desert Conservation Program. Also check
out his website at MojaveMax.com. Follow him on social media too!

fIen

Mojave Max Mojave_Max @MojaveMax




WILD DESERT TORTOISE ASSISTANCE

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER

Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance Line

CONSTRUCTION
PERSONNEL

If you see a wild desert tortoise on a
construction site, please call the Wild
Desert Tortoise Assistance line at 702-
593-9027. The tortoise will be picked
up free of charge.

CONSTRUCTION
SITE TRAINING

Please contact the DCP if you would
like to schedule a desert tortoise
training session for your construction
staff. The DCP will explain what to do
if you find a wild desert tortoise on
your construction site and the
training will be provided free of
charge. Please contact the DCP at
702-455-3536 if you're interested.

The 1995 Desert Conservation Plan and the 2001 MSHCP require that the DCP provide a hotline and pick up service to deal with wild desert
tortoises which are displaced by development or appear to be in harm’s way due to construction activity. The DCP operates the wild desert

tortoise assistance line to meet this requirement.

9 No calls were received from the Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance Line during this reporting period.

Desert Tortoise Fencing

I Continued planning activities for the construction of post-and-cable and desert tortoise fencing along the boundary of the newly-
designated Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. Construction of this project is expected to begin in 2018. Completed a
contract with HRA, Inc. to conduct cultural resource surveys of the project alignment in support of consultation with the State historic

Preservation Office.



As a requirement of the incidental take permit, the DCP is required to have an Adaptive Management Program (AMP) in order to gauge the
effectiveness of existing conservation measures, propose alternative conservation measures as the need arises and to deal with changed or
unforeseen circumstances.

I Completed the 2018 Biennial Adaptive Management Report,
available online.

9 Attended meetings for the Desert Tortoise Recovery and Im-
plementation Team and the Manager’s Oversight Group.

 Performed health assessments on October 17th on tortoises
removed from construction sites to prepare them for release
in spring 2018.

9  Attended meeting regarding obtaining LiDAR imaging for
Clark County with contractor and Southern Nevada Water
Authority on October 18th.

Performed field telemetry on October 24th and 25th in coor-
dination with drone project (1785A) to ground test results for
data analysis.

9 Held quarterly meeting with Science Advisor on November
7th where ongoing and future projects were discussed

Mount Charleston Blue Butterfly

The DCP continues to pursue a major amendment to the MSHCP and incidental take permit. This amendment would allow for
additional take authorization in Clark County while providing long-term assurances to the Clark County community for continued eco-
nomic growth.

 Staff continues to meet with the USFWS to discuss issues

related to the proposed amendment. 9 Administered a contract with Adaptation Insight to
facilitate a climate change workshop. This workshop
1 Continued to administer a contract with Southwest Ecolo- was attended by staff and consultants working on the

gy, LLC to provide covered species analysis support. This

contract will result in the development of up to 31 new

species distribution models, review and assessment of 25

existing species distribution models, and development of

species accounts for up to 56 species. Work under this con-

tract will provide information necessary to support an anal- 1

ysis and revision of the covered species list and data neces-

sary to conduct impact analyses to support an application -
for an amended MSHCP.

{ Continued to administer a contract with Ebbin, Moser +
Skaggs, LLP to provide legal counsel services in support of -
the permit amendment effort.

{ Continued to administer a contract with WRA Environmen-
tal Consultants to assist with the preparation of documents
and analyses that will support development of the MSHCP
amendment. A kick-off meeting for this project was held
this quarter and WRA has begun synthesizing data provided
by Southwest Ecology to develop a final list of species pro-
posed for coverage. Development of MSHCP Amendment
chapters also continued this quarter.


http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/airquality/dcp/Documents/Library/dcp%20reports/2018/Adaptive%20Management%20Report%20%202018.pdf

