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Easement (BCCE)

Riparian Reserve Units The Desert Conservation Program (DCP) manages Endangered Species Act compliance on

. . behalf of Clark County and the cities of Boulder City, Henderson, Las Vegas, North Las Vegas,
Public Information ) ] )
& Education Mesquite and the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) (collectively, the

Permittees) through implementation of the Clark County Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan (MSHCP) and associated Section 10(a)(1)(B) incidental take permit. The
MSHCP and permit allow private landowners to develop land in Clark County without the
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Other Work need for individual project-by-project consultations and negotiation with the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service (USFWS) to comply with the Endangered Species Act, providing a
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streamlined process for compliance. In exchange for this permit, the DCP implements
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actions to mitigate impacts from development. These actions include research, acquisition

of sensitive habitats, habitat restoration, public information and education, the Wild Desert

External Agency
Coordination Tortoise Assistance Line, and installation and maintenance of fencing along roadways to

reduce tortoise mortality.
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Clockwise from top: Alkali mariposa lily; Las Vegas bearpoppy; Blue Diamond cholla; and Joshua tree. (Photos: S. Ferrazzano)

BOULDER CITY CONSERVATION EASEMENT (BCCE)

The incidental take permit requires the establishment of a conservation easement in the Eldorado Valley to be managed and

protected for the benefit of the desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizzi) as partial mitigation for the take of desert tortoise and its

habitat. The BCCE was established between Clark County and Boulder City in July of 1995 to fulfill this requirement.

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER

1

A comprehensive list of BCCE management accomplishments for this quarter can be viewed here: K § LJY K K 6 A (i ®f 8 k H E{ - |

Provided oversight and project management for the interlocal
agreement with Boulder City for Law Enforcement on the
BCCE.

Conducted 26 site visits to monitor use, disturbances, and

related issues; to perform new signage installation,
maintenance and upgrades; and for restoration planning and

monitoring.

Met with law enforcement during four site visits to plan patrols
to cover areas where unauthorized uses were detected.

Moved border sign on Route D to a location that is more
accurate for the north border.

Continued coordination with utility companies based in the
Energy Zone in order to meet desert conservation and
restoration goals.

Continued mapping and assessment of unauthorized roads
and other disturbances to guide prioritization of restoration
activities on the BCCE.
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The Board of County Commissioners approved a
proposed boundary adjustment for the BCCE. This
adjustment will add approximately 1,927 acres to the
Easement in exchange for approximately 1,145 acres
that will be added to the area known as the Energy
Zone.

Processed a Reserve Use Authorization for
GridLiance's proposed Sloan to Mead Rebuild project.

Conducted pre-restoration vegetation monitoring at
a planned restoration site.

BEC Environmental, Inc. completed small mammal
surveys. Their official findings will be reported next
quarter.

SWCA Environmental Consultants completed a Class
Il cultural resources survey for planned restoration
areas at the BCCE. The final report for this project will
be delivered next quarter.
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http://bit.ly/2xSXOSo

The incidental take permit stipulates that take of covered avian species is conditioned upon
the acquisition of private lands in desert riparian habitats along the Muddy and Virgin rivers
and the Meadow Valley wash. To comply with this permit condition, the DCP has acquired
properties with riparian habitat along the Muddy and Virgin rivers in Clark County. These
properties serve to mitigate impacts to covered species and conserve habitats and important
connectivity corridors.

Muddy River Reserve Unit

q Continued planning efforts for the 9 NPS’ Exotic Plant Management Team
Southern Nevada Public Land (EPMT) continued monitoring of resto-
Management Act (SNPLMA) Round 16 ration implementation for SNPLMA

Round 14 project. EPMT will continue

project to conduct habitat restoration on o .
monitoring the site through Q3 2019.

the Muddy River Reserve Unit — a Request
for Proposals (RFP) was prepared to
complete the restoration design. The top f

Eagle View Contractors continued

: selections have been evaluated and ongoing maintenance of the Muddy
EPMT Crews Worlf to Restore Hab'ltat at the Natural Channel Design has been River Reserve.
Muddy River Reserve Unit approved by the Board of County
Commissioners to negotiate pricing. The Y  Continued monthly data collection on
contract will be approved by the Board of groundwater monitoring wells.
A comprehensive list of Riparian Reserve Units County Commissioners next quarter.
management accomplishments for this quarter 9 Participated in the Muddy River Bio-
can be viewed here: K § LIY K kK 0 A & of 2%k OTy\le!NQlticrnql Rgrk Service’s (NPS) Exotic logical Advisory Committee.

Plant Management Team continued to
conduct vegetation management and
maintenance activities for enhancement
of native riparian species.

Virgin River Reserve Unit

NPS’ Exotic Plant Management Team continued to conduct
vegetation management and maintenance activities for en-
hancement of native riparian species.

 Continued planning efforts for a SNPLMA Round 15 pro- f
ject to conduct 20 to 40 acres of habitat restoration on
the Virgin River Reserve. An interlocal agreement was
approved November 6, 2018 for Nevada Division of For-
estry (NDF) to masticate tamarisk on the Mormon Mesa \l
and Riverside sites. NDF has masticated four acres to Mesa parcel.
date. They will continue this work in the fall.

Continued photo-monitoring of restored areas within Mormon

Property Acquisition
9§ Participated in the Virgin River Coalition Steering Com- 9 Continued coordination with Public Works Map Team to subdi-
mittee meeting. vide two parcels identified for future acquisition; one parcel
map has been completed and is currently being processed
within County Assessor’s Office.

I Began acoustic surveys for bats at all riparian proper-
ties. The surveys will continue into the next quarter.

9 Continued coordination with Public Works Map Team to subdi-
vide one parcel the County purchased in 2018.

Photos of
property at the
Virgin River
Reserve Unit



http://bit.ly/30A6UzJ

One of the requirements of the MSHCP is to provide public information and education and to
complete outreach projects that support messages of the DCP.

Mojave Max Education Program

I Continued to provide oversight and project management for the contract
with Get Outdoors Nevada for the Mojave Max Education Program.

9 Conducted seven Tortoise Talks during this reporting period.
Conducted ten outreach events during this reporting period.

9 Held Mojave Max Emergence Contest field trip on May 2, 2019 at Springs
Preserve.

Outreach Events and Mojave Max Appearances

Conducted the following outreach events during this reporting period:

9 Children’s Festival Winchester Dondero Cultural Center Apr 20

T Summerlin Greenfest 10801 W Charleston Blvd. Apr 20

9 Eggstravaganza Grace Baptist  Lewis Family Park Apr 20

9 Zappos Earth Day Event 400 East Stewart Ave. Apr 24

I Junior Ranger Day Lake Mead Visitor Ctr. Apr 27

9 NV Earth Day Festival Freedom Park Apr 27

9  Bilbray ES Ice Cream Party Bilbray Elementary School Apr 29
Cinco De Mayo Fiesta Shadow Rock Park May 3
GetOutdoors NV Days Boulder City NV May 4th, 5th
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Serving Up Sprinkles at the Ice Cream Party!




TATTENTION
CONSTRUCTION
PERSONNEL

If you see a wild desert tortoise on a
construction site, please call the Wild
Desert Tortoise Assistance line at
702-593-9027. The tortoise will be
picked up free of charge.

| CONSTRUCTION
SITE TRAINING

Please contact the DCP if you would like
to schedule a desert tortoise training
session for your construction staff. The
DCP will explain what to do if you find a
wild  desert tortoise on your
construction site and the training will

. J| be provided free of charge. Please
contact the DCP at 702-455-3536 if
you're interested.

WILD DESERT TORTOISE ASSISTANCE

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER

Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance Line

The 1995 Desert Conservation Plan and the 2001 MSHCP require that the DCP provide a hotline and pick up service to deal with wild desert
tortoises which are displaced by development or appear to be in harm’s way due to construction activity. The DCP operates the wild desert
tortoise assistance line to meet this requirement.

9 Received eight calls from the Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance Line during this reporting period.
§ Collected one wild desert tortoise during this reporting period.

I Worked with Inspirada Builders to survey and remove two tortoises from a potential construction site on June 3.

Desert Tortoise Fencing

I Continued planning activities for the construction of post-and-cable and desert tortoise fencing along the boundary of the Tule
Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. This project will go out for bid once the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has completed
their cadastral survey of the monument.

OTHER WORK

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER

I Through an interlocal agreement with the Nevada Division of Minerals, installed two bat compatible closures on abandoned mine
land hazards in the Valley of Fire area. These closures will ensure public safety while retaining the value of the associated wildlife
habitat. Additional bat compatible closures will be installed at suitable locations in the coming quarters.

9 SWCA Environmental Consultants completed avian point-count surveys at all DCP properties and completed the first rounds of sur-
veys for federally-listed bird species at the riparian properties. The remaining rounds of surveys and the final report are scheduled to



