Barred Owl Intrusion on
Declining Spotted Owls

Dane Horowski, Wildlife Diversity Biologist, Nevada Dept. of Wildlife
Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife, November 1, 2022
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Califia Spotted Owl- NV
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Barred Owl Expansion

® European settlers moved westward
& Built towns
& Planted trees
& Suppressed and excluded wildfire

& Removed natural grazers and beavers

® Dissolved the barrier of the Great Plans



Barred Owl Expansion

Livezey 2009




Barred Owl Observations

Canada

Ottawa Montreal

»

Toronto

1
COlL RADC

United States INDIA ot e Yok
San Francisco *Idlay KANSAS MISSOU
3
FORNIA" “OLas Vegas
Los Angeles. * ', .o .

San Diego®




Barred Ow Spotted Owl

’ Modoc
*National Forest
4, ‘ %) RlAA 7 ° M { ) Black Rock
W 2°Mt'Shasta A » A B 4/ 2 Mt Shasta n _Black 0CK
: - Sy ; Desert:- High
Rock €anyon

Emigrant...

QreStWeed Rl i e EArect i ' 4 P o 9
A ‘)"'”'-‘Dd .;- ol na Ooresi =y o orestWeed /",'.'.
7% #2 " oy

A

L
7, jmas :
J :i\;;_vllu.i@‘jl Earest

.

8 e
ENatianal:Forest
L f 4 b Wik 4

;

4 < o (
| :‘Reno : ) C “ L et
s W 804 IEE ot it

.4; ,
ACarson City

. Sacramento
Sa nta Rovsa s

b5 ; Gl : .
Stockton

Sdnf%gncwco A _ e San Franciscoe
o= INGLO] LS o]

9 o gl 9

o Fomsom :
»San Jose

o

Stockton
(o]

., San Jose
K

73

Fresno - A | : 'f. e : :.-' Ebird.org




Owl Diets
Barred Owl California Spotted Owl

Small
mammals

make up to
99% of diet

Hamer et al. 2001, Munton et al. 2002
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What Can Be Done?

& Responsible Forest Management
& Reduce high-intensity stand-clearing forest fires
& Protect old growth and primary habitat

& Reduce spread of tree disease/1nvasive insects

®Remove Barred Owls
& Shown very promising results
& Spotted owls may return very soon

& Becoming a more common action by land and wildlife
managers



