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CLARK COUNTY BOARD OF FIRE CODE APPEALS 
 

MINUTES of January 10, 2020 
 

1:00 p.m. - Presentation Room  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Corey Wallace, Fire Sprinkler Contractor 
     Allyn Vaughn, Fire Protection Engineer 
     Tim M. Mulrooney, Civil Engineer 
     Roy Mares, Fire Safety Specialist 
     Diane Cravotta, Specialist In Hazardous Materials 
     Bill Laub, Layman 
     Gregory Cassell, Fire Chief, Clark County Fire Department 
      
STAFF PRESENT:  Jerry Stueve, Director/Building & Fire Code Official 
     Girard W. Page, Fire Marshal 
     Danny Horvat, Assistant Fire Chief 
     Theresa Atimalala, Executive Assistant 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Patrick Burke, Fire Alarm Contractor 
     Katherine Springstead, Exhibit & Trade Industry Representative 
      
        
APPELLANTS PRESENT:  Lee Marx, American Fire Systems 
     Steve Marx, Ace Fire Systems, Inc. 
   
A.  Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at approximately 1:00pm by Chairman Corey Wallace. 
 
1. Introductions were made around the table.  
 
2. It was determined by Chairman Corey Wallace that a quorum was present. 

    
B.  Public Comment  
      There were no public comments. 
 
C.  Meeting Minutes – November 12, 2019  

       A motion was made by Bill Laub, seconded by Gregory Cassell, approving the minutes of November 12, 2019, as  
  written. 

 
D. Appeal of determination of by ACE Fire Systems of the code interpretation of NFPA Sections 25.2.1.5 and 

25.2.1.6, 2013 edition.   
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Steve Marx, Ace Fire Systems, presented his appeal citing 2013 NFPA 13, Sections: 25.2.1.4, 25.2.1.4.1 and 
25.2.4.2. 25.2.1.4, indicating modifications to an existing system shall require testing at system working pressure, 
therefore the existing system should never be tested again, more than 200 PSI at 2 hours. He stated nowhere in 
the code does it say anything about 15 lineal feet, or about fittings, or about branch lines.  
 

 Jerry Stueve, Fire Code Official  explained that the current determination states that if modifications are made 
to an existing system affecting more than 20 heads and one of those modifications have an arm over of at least 
15 feet, they have to completely add new  drops or 25% of the new branch, then the new work will require 
hydrostatic testing at 200 psi since the work performed exceeds what is classified as “minor” work.   

 
 After discussion, the Board requested the appellant to restate the appeal.  The appellant stated their appeal is 

that the current interpretation of the  code  should be striken in its entirety because the code already defines 
the differences of a minor and major modification.  

 
 The appellant further stated that the 25% on a single branch line threshold included in the interpretation, is 

overly stringent and has no basis in the code.  
 
 After further discussion  Board agreed with the appellant that the modification of 25% or more of heads on a 

branch line threshold, and requested that that threshold criteria be deleted, and the Fire Code Official agreed to 
do so.    

 
 The Board determination was the interpretation be modified as follows: 
 

Section 25.2.1.6 is not applicable if one or more of the following conditions exist: 

1) A single arm-over piping has a lateral length greater than 15 feet. 

2) A single drop, sprig or arm-over includes more than five (5) fittings. 
 
 
   
 Allyn Vaughn makes a motion to accept the interpretation as written with the exception of item 3 and delete 

item 3 in its entirety. Bill Laub seconds the motion; all were in favor.   
 
 Jerry adds that the reference in the 2013 and 2016 code will be modified and reissued to reflect the change. 
  
 The Appellant asks, if there are two drops on one attachment would that not apply; because it's a single drop?  

Jerry explains that was not considered in this interpretation and cannot be commented on at this time. 
 
E. Comments from Staff  
 Jerry commented today was Chief Gregory Cassell’s last meeting as he is retiring on February 6, 2020, the new 

chief will be Chief John Steinbeck. Wished Chief Cassell the best of luck and thanked him for all his support.  
 
F. Public Comment  
 There were no comments. 
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G. Adjournment 
 A motion to adjourn was made by Bill Laub and seconded by Allyn Vaughn.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:13 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jerome A. Stueve 
Director/Building & Fire Official 
 
JAS: taa 
 
 
Attachment(s):   
Clark County Board of Fire Code Appeals Code Interpretation: FP-CI-49, 2013 NFPA 13, Section 25.2.1.6 and 2016 NFPA 13, 
Section 25.2.1.4.2 01/13/20  
Letter from appellant Steve Marx, ACE Fire Systems, LLC to Jerry Stueve, 4/15/19 
Letter from Jerome A. Stueve to Steve Marx, ACE Fire Systems, Inc., 4/3/19 
Letter from appellant Steve Marx, ACE Fire Systems, LLC to Jerry Stueve, 12/10/18:  Appeal of interpretation of section    
25.2.1.5 and 25.2.1.6. 
Letter from Steve Marx, ACE Fire Systems, LLC to Jerry Stueve, 12/10/18:  Interpretation of NFPA 13, Section 25.2.1.5 & 
25.1.1.6. 
Letter from Jerome A. Stueve to Steve Marx, ACE Fire Systems, Inc., 12/5/18 
Interpretation of NFPA 13, 25.2.1.5 and 25.2.1.6, 2013 Edition, 11/1/18 
Installation of Sprinkler Systems, NFPA 13, sections 13-17-20, 240-241, 244 & 248.   
 

theresa
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Clark County Department of Building & Fire Prevention 
4701 West Russell Road  ∙  Las Vegas NV 89118 

(702) 455-3000  ∙  Fax (702) 455-5810 

Division: Fire Prevention Code Interpretation: FP-CI-51 

Subject: 
APPLICABILITY OF 2013 NFPA 13, SECTION 

25.2.1.6 
Effective Date: 01/13/20 

Code: 
2013 NFPA 13, SECTION 25.2.1.6 AND 2016 NFPA 13, 

SECTION 25.2.1.4.2 
Revised Date: NEW 

A. SUBJECT: 

On January 10, 2020, the Clark County Board of Fire Code Appeals (CCBFCA) has ruled on a fire code interpretation 

dated April 3, 2019 issued by Jerry Stueve, Fire Code Official related to the applicability of 2013 NFPA 25.2.1.6.   

 

B. CODE REQUIREMENT: 

 

2013 NFPA 13, 25.2.1.6.  Modifications that cannot be isolated, such as relocated drops, shall not require testing in 

excess of system working pressure. 

 

2016 NFPA 13, 25.2.1.4.2.   Modifications that cannot be isolated, such as relocated drops, shall not require testing in 

excess of system working pressure. 

 

 

C. INTERPRETATION: 

The CCBFCA ruled that 2013 NFPA, Section 25.2.1.6 is not applicable if one or more of the following conditions 

exist: 

1) A single arm-over piping has a lateral length greater than 15 feet. 

2) A single drop, sprig or arm-over includes more than five (5) fittings. 

 

The CCBFC further ruled that this interpretation also apples to 2016 NFPA 25.2.1.4.2. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. RATIONALE: 

This code interpretation is intended to ensure consistent application hydrostatic testing requirements. 
 

 

 
POLICY # TITLE Effective Date Revised Reviewed 

     
 

 

 

 

 Approved by: 

Jerome A. Stueve 

Jerome A. Stueve, P.E., Director, Building\Fire Code Official 

Revision History: 

 

 






































