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DESERT CONSERVATION PROGRAM

The Desert Conservation Program (DCP) manages Endangered Species Act compliance on
behalf of Clark County and the cities of Boulder City, Henderson, Las Vegas, North Las Vegas,
Mesquite and the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) (collectively, the
Permittees) through implementation of the Clark County Multiple Species Habitat
The
MSHCP and permit allow private landowners to develop land in Clark County without the
need for individual project-by-project consultations and negotiation with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife (USFWS) to comply with the Endangered Species Act, providing a streamlined

Conservation Plan (MSHCP) and associated Section 10(a)(1)(B) incidental take permit.

process for compliance. In exchange for this permit, the DCP implements actions to mitigate
impacts from development. These actions include research, acquisition of sensitive habitats,
habitat restoration, public information and education, the Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance
Line, and installation and maintenance of fencing along roadways to reduce tortoise
mortality.
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Top: row Wildflowers in bloom at the BCCE (photos: J. Ellis) Bottom row: Silver cholla; and Yellow cups in the BCCE (Photos: C. Floyd)

BOULDER CITY CONSERVATION EASEMENT (BCCE)

The incidental take permit requires the establishment of a conservation easement in the Eldorado Valley to be managed and
protected for the benefit of the desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizzi) as partial mitigation for the take of desert tortoise and its
habitat. The BCCE was established between Clark County and Boulder City in July of 1995 to fulfill this requirement.

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER

1 Provided oversight and project management for the interlocal T Continued weed surveys and treatment through an
agreement with Boulder City for Law Enforcement on the interlocal agreement with the National Park Service’s
BCCE. (NPS’) Exotic Plant Management Team (EPMT).

{1 The Boulder City Police Department drone has been delivered; ~ T~ Continued to manage a contract with SWCA
use of the drone will begin next quarter. Environmental Consultants to conduct point count

avian surveys, on the BCCE; three rounds of surveys

9 Continued to administer a contract for ongoing maintenance were completed.

of roads, fences, and other various maintenance needs.

1 Continued coordination with utility companies based in the
Energy Zone in order to meet desert conservation and
restoration goals.

1 Continued mapping and assessment of unauthorized roads
and other disturbances to guide prioritization of restoration
activities on the BCCE.

Click on the link for a comprehensive list of BCCE management accomplishments for this quarter.


https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/Environmental%20Sustainability/Desert%20Conservation/Active%20Projects/BCCE_Mgmt%20Action%20Tracking_Q2%202020.pdf

The incidental take permit stipulates that take of covered avian species is conditioned upon
the acquisition of private lands in desert riparian habitats along the Muddy and Virgin rivers
and the Meadow Valley wash. To comply with this permit condition, the DCP has acquired
properties with riparian habitat along the Muddy and Virgin rivers in Clark County. These
properties serve to mitigate impacts to covered species and conserve habitats and important
connectivity corridors.

Click on the link for a comprehensive list of Riparian Reserve Units management
accomplishments for this quarter.

Muddy River Reserve Unit

9  Continued planning efforts for the ' The NPS'EPMT Cf)ntlnued to
Perkins Pond at the Muddy River Reserve Unit Southern Nevada Public Land conduct vegetation management
Management Act (SNPLMA) Round 16 and maintenance ac.t|V|t|.es f9r
project to conduct habitat restoration on enha.ncement of native rlpar.larT
the Muddy River Reserve Unit -Natural species on the Muddy and Virgin
Channel Design was selected to complete River Reserves.
the restoration design. Their preliminary 9 Continued monthly data collection
design is currently under review. on groundwater monitoring wells.
q Participated in a site visit to discuss
preliminary  project  design  with
neighboring landowner on Muddy River.

Muddy River Reserve Unit (continued)

9 BECEnvironmental, Inc. began surveys to develop a
record of small mammal species present on the
properties. NPS’ EPMT continued to conduct
vegetation management and maintenance activities
for enhancement of native riparian species on the
Muddy and Virgin River Reserves.

I SWCA began point count avian surveys, and
protocol-level nesting surveys for southwestern
willow flycatcher (SWFL) and yellow-billed cuckoo
(YBCU). The first three rounds of surveys for SWFL,
the first round of surveys for YBCU, and three rounds
of point count surveys were completed.

Desert kangaroo rat (Dipodomys deserti) , MSHCP
Evaluation Species, Muddy River Reserves.

Property Acquisition Photo credit: S. Cambrin

9 The Board of County Commissioners (BCC) approved
the purchase of three parcels, totaling 59 acres,
along the Virgin River in Bunkerville, Nevada
(adjacent to two parcels owned by the County) from

Desert pocke mouse (Chaetodipus penicillatus sobrinus),
MSHCP evaluation species, after being captured and released
during surveys at the Bunkerville East riparian reserve unit.

Photo credit: BEC Environmental


https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/Environmental%20Sustainability/Desert%20Conservation/Active%20Projects/Riparian_%20Mgmt%20Action%20Tracking_Q2%202020.pdf

RIPARIAN RESERVE UNITS (CONT.)

Virgin River Reserve Unit

9 Continued planning efforts for a Southern Nevada Public 1 BEC Environmental, Inc. began surveys to develop a record of
Land Management Act (SNPLMA) Round 15 project to con- small mammal species present on the properties.
duct 20 to 40 acres of habitat restoration on the Virgin Riv- 9  Continued coordination with Overton Power District (OPD) and

er Reserve. Staff continues monitoring of masticated area
for non-native plant species. A contractor was selected to
masticate the remaining acreage in Quarter 1; however,
due to excessive precipitation, this work has been delayed
until fall 2020.

Clark County Real Management Department; OPD requested
an easement through the Riverside parcels for a replacement
distribution structure.

 NPS" EPMT continued vegetation management and
maintenance activities for enhancement of native riparian
species.

9 Continued photo-monitoring documentation of restored
areas within Mormon Mesa site.

 Continued coordination with Duane Magoon; the Board
BCC approved a non-exclusive lease agreement in Quarter
1.

9 Submitted request to adjudicate hydrobasins 222, 223, and
224 to Nevada Division of Water Resources; participated in
video conference call with Nevada Division of Water Re-
sources to discuss petitions.

T SWCA began point count surveys, and SWFL and YBCU
surveys. SWCA also began monitoring of SWFL nests and
banding of nestlings and unbanded adults. A nest has
been observed on the Mormon Mesa parcel - the first at-
tempt by SWFL on this County parcel.

Overview of the Virgin River reserve.

PUBLIC INFORMATION FOLLOW MOJAVE MAX
AND EDUCATION

Get information about Mojave Max, who he is and why he’s an

One of the requirements of the MSHCP is to provide public important mascot for the Desert Conservation Program. Also
information and education and to complete outreach projects check out his website at MojaveMax.com. Follow him on
that support messages of the DCP. social media too!

Mojave Max Education Program

I Continued to provide oversight and project management
for the contract with Get Outdoors Nevada (formerly Out-

side Las Vegas Foundation) for the Mojave Max Education ..
Program. u
f  Two Tortoise Talks were conducted via Zoom during this Mojave Max Mojave_Max  @MojaveMax

reporting period.

I  There were no outreach events conducted during this re-
porting period.

Outreach Events and Mojave Max Appearances

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, no outreach events were con-
ducted during this reporting period.




ATTENTION
CONSTRUCTION
PERSONNEL

If you see a wild desert tortoise on a
construction site, please call the Wild
Desert Tortoise Assistance line at 702-
593-9027. The tortoise will be picked
up free of charge.

CONSTRUCTION
SITE TRAINING

Please contact the DCP if you would
like to schedule a desert tortoise
training session for your construction
staff. The DCP will explain what to do
if you find a wild desert tortoise on

tructi it d th
WILD DESERT TORTOISE ASSISTANCE [t s
charge. Please contact the DCP at

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS QUARTER 702-455-3536 if you're interested.

Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance Line

The 1995 Desert Conservation Plan and the 2001 MSHCP require that the DCP provide a hotline and pick up service to deal with wild desert
tortoises which are displaced by development or appear to be in harm’s way due to construction activity. The DCP operates the wild desert
tortoise assistance line to meet this requirement.

I Two calls were received from the Wild Desert Tortoise Assistance Line during this reporting period.

I Three desert tortoises were picked up and the tortoises are currently being held in the temporary holding facility while they undergo
health assessments and await suitable translocation conditions.

Desert Tortoise Fencing

I Continued planning activities for the construction of post-and-cable and desert tortoise fencing along the boundary of the Tule

Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. This project will go out for bid once the BLM has completed their cadastral survey of the
monument.

I Continued to administer a contract with The Tortoise Group to conduct inspections of desert tortoise fencing installed along roadways
and to conduct road mortality surveys.



