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Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife   
Government Center 

             500 S. Grand Central Parkway  
                         (Pueblo Room) 
              Las Vegas, Nevada 89155 

                                                   March 10, 2026 (5:30 PM) 
                                                             Meeting Minutes 

 
Join the meeting link: (You may also attend online if you wish not to attend in person) 
Join from the meeting link: 
https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/environment_and_susta 
inability/ccabmw-meeting-11-11-2020 

Scroll down to the All-Meetings Section and “Click here to join the meeting.” 

Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join on your computer, mobile app, or room device. 
Click here to join the meeting 
Meeting ID: 239 595 736 542 01 
Passcode: Gx9MF6CQ 
Download Teams | Join on the web  
(dial in by phone) 
+1 725-696-5982,,42939779# United States, Las Vegas 
Phone Conference ID: 429 397 79# 

NOTE: 
• Items on the agenda may be taken out of order. 
• The CCABMW members may combine two (2) or more agenda items for its consideration. 
• CCABMW may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an item at any time. 
• No action may be taken on any matter not listed on the posted agenda. 
• Please turn off or mute all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
• Please take all private conversations outside the room. 
• With a forty-eight (48) hour advance request, a sign language interpreter, or other reasonable efforts 

to assist and accommodate people with physical disabilities, may be made available by calling (702) 
455-3530, TDD at (702) 385-7486, or Relay Nevada 
toll- free at (800) 326-6868, TD/TDD 

• Supporting material provided to CCABMW members for this meeting may be 
requested from Secretary Darlene Kretunski at (702) 455-1402 and is/will be 
available on the County’s website at www.clarkcountynv.gov. 

• If you do not wish to attend the meeting in person but desire to provide written public comments 
or public comments on an individual agenda item, please submit y o u r  c o m m e n t s  
prior to 2 :30 p.m. May 5 , 202 6 , Darlene.Kretunski@ClarkCountyNV.gov. Please make sure 
to include your name, address, the agenda item number on which you are providing comment, and your 
comment. All comments will be compiled into a document and shared with members of the 
public body, meeting attendees and on the public body’s website. 

https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/environment_and_sustainability/ccabmw-meeting-11-11-2020
https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/environment_and_sustainability/ccabmw-meeting-11-11-2020
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWYxZjc3ODMtMWFkZi00MTdjLTg3NTMtZDdjMjI0YTdkMGJi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e37ee3eb-a3cd-4ef6-9786-838c5675c471%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c00ea728-cc2a-4ec0-b0b2-6bb0b026e402%22%7d
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/
http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/
mailto:Darlene.Kretunski@ClarkCountyNV.gov
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CLARK COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD TO MANAGE WILDLIFE BOARD 

Paul Dixon (Chairman) 
 

Dan Gilbert (Vice- Chairman) 

John Hiatt, Board Member 
 

Annoula Wylderich, Board Member 

Jacob Thompson, Board Member 

Dave Talaga, Board Member  

Aaron Leifheit, Board Member 

 
Secretary: Darlene Kretunski 
Email: Darlene.Kretunski@ClarkCountyNV.gov 
(DES) Department of Environment and Sustainability 
4701 W. Russell Rd. 
Suite 200, 2nd Floor 
Las Vegas, NV 89118 
702 455-1402 

 
County Liaison: Marci Henson 
Email: mhenson@ClarkCountyNV.gov 
(DES) Department of Environment and Sustainability 
4701 W. Russell Rd. 
Ste 200, 2nd Floor 
Las Vegas, NV 89118 
(702) 455-1600 

 
I. Call to Order- Roll call of Board Members for determination of quorum: 

If no quorum is present, meeting cannot begin and will be canceled. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert asked Secretary Darlene Kretunski to do a 

roll call: Present: (Chair Paul Dixon, Vice Chairman Dan 
Gilbert, Board Members: Annoula Wylderich, John Hiatt, 
Dave Talaga, Jacob Thompson). 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised that there are only six board 
members at this time due to the vacancy for the position of our 
previous board member Alexander Harper who resigned, 

• Vice Chairman Dan Gilbert called the meeting to order at 5:39 
pm. 

• A quorum was established. 

mailto:Darlene.Kretunski@ClarkCountyNV.gov
mailto:mhenson@ClarkCountyNV.gov
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II. Pledge of Allegiance- Vice Chair Dan Gilbert lead in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
III. Public Comment- This is a period devoted to comments by the public about items 

on this agenda. No discussion, action, or votes may be taken on this agenda 
item. You will be given the opportunity to speak on Individual Public Hearing 
Items at the time they are presented. If you wish to speak to the Clark County 
Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife about items within its jurisdiction but not 
appearing on this agenda, you must wait until the “Comments by the General 
Public” period listed at the end of this agenda. Comments will be limited to three 
(3) minutes. Please clearly state your name, address, and please spell your first 
and last name for the record. If any member of the CCABMW wishes to extend 
the length of the presentation, this will be done by the Chair or the Clark County 
Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife by majority vote. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Public Comments: (None) 
• Chair Paul Dixon advised that this matter is hereby closed. 

 
 

IV. Approval of the Minutes for January 20, 2026, Clark County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife Meeting. (For possible action). 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Board Member John Hiatt advised a motion to approve the meeting minutes for 

(CCABMW) Clark County Advisory Board to Maage Wildlife January 20, 2026, as 
presented. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert seconds the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 
 

V. Approval of the Agenda for March 10, 2026. Agenda items may be Held, 
Combined, or Deleted (For possible action). 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbet introduced this topic. 
• Chair Paul Dixon advised that on Agenda Item (G) Commission 

General Regulation 530-Master Guides that this action item was 
removed from the Commission meeting therefore even though 
the CAB in tonight’s meeting has the supporting material this 
item should be tabled and left in abeyance.  He stated that if the 
CAB would like to make recommendations, they may but 
unfortunately whatever recommendations that are made from the 
CAB will be given to the Commission but will not be considered 
by the Commission. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert asked Chair Paul Dixon if the 
Commission will do a re-write on this or not. 

• Chair Paul Dixon advised the action item will go to the (LCB) 
Legislative Counsel Bureau and then back to the Commission 
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and the (LCB) Legislative Counsel Bureau requesting changes to 
be made and the Commission was looking to make their vote on 
this action item permanent. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised a motion for approval of the 
Agenda for March 10, 2026, as presented with recommendation 
from Chair Paul Dixon that Agenda Item (G) Commission 
General Regulation 530 Master Guides will be tabled due to the 
(LCB) Legislative Counsel Bureau requested changes to be 
made to the Commission on this action item prior to it being 
presented on the Commissions future agendas therefore if the 
CAB gave their recommendation it would not be considered, 
giving the CAB the option of tabling this action item or having a 
discussion.  

• Board Member Annoula Wylderich seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 
 
 

VI. Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife Member 
Items/Announcements/Correspondence: (Informational) Clark County Advisory Board 
to Manage Wildlife Board Members may present emergent items. No action may be 
taken by the CCABMW. Any item requiring CCABMW action will be scheduled on a 
future CCABMW Agenda. CCABMW Board Members may discuss any correspondence 
sent or received. (CCABMW board members must provide hard copies of their 
correspondence for the written record). 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Chair Paul Dixon advised that he is going to call upon each CAB member present and 

ask if they have any correspondence written or received or any subject matter, they 
would like to discuss at this time. 

• Paul Dixon advised that on Saturday, March 28, 2026, the (WHIN) Wildlife & Habitat 
Improvement of Nevada banquet will be held at South Point Hotel and Casino, and 
doors will open at 4 PM and dinner will be at 7 PM.  He advised that tickets can be 
purchased online which goes toward the wildlife conservation and stated it makes him 
happy.  He advised that he also attended Las Vegas Woods and Waters Club banquet 
that was held at the Gold Coast Hotel and Casin Ballroom on Saturday, February 28th, 
2026.  He stated over 300 people attended, he stated that if you can attend one of these 
banquets, please do.   He stated that on Saturday, May 17, 2026, at the South Pointe 
Hotel & Casino.   

• Vice Chairman Dan Gilbert: (No) 
• Board Member Jacob Thompson: (No) 
• Board Member Dave Talaga: (No) 
• Board Member Annoula Wyderlich: (No) 
• Vice Chairman Dan Gilbert advised that this item is hereby closed.  
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VII. Review of Action Items from Friday, January 23, 2026 & Saturday, 
January 24, 2026, Commission meeting in Reno, Nevada attended by Chair 
Paul Dixon (Informational). 

• Chair Paul Dixon introduced this topic. 
• FYI- Nevada Board of Wildlife Commission Meeting-Friday, 

January 23, 2026  
• Chairman Shane Rogers called the meeting to order. 
• Commissioner Liz Munn led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
• (Lynda Barr, Executive Assistant, NDOW) (Present:  Chairman 

Shane Rogers, Vice Chairman Paul Young, Commissioner Eddie 
Booth, Commissioner Shane Boren, Commissioner Tommy Caviglia, 
Commissioner Casey Kiel, Commissioner Wyatt Mesna, 
Commissioner Liz Munn, and Commissioner Mario Walther) 

• Chairman Shane Rogers noted all (CABMW) County Advisory Board 
to Manage Wildlife that were present. 

• Public Comment Period: Public Comments will be limited to three 
minutes.  No action can be taken by the Commission at this time; any 
item requiring Commission action may be scheduled on a future 
Commission agenda.  Persons making comments are asked to begin by 
stating their name for the record. 

• (George Forbush, Nevada Predator Hunting Association): He gave a 
progress report on coyote hunting regulations following a recent hunt.  
He advised that there were licensing system issues which included 
difficult to upload hunter safety information, confusion of license 
labeling (“upland” vs “general hunting”) possibly discouragement to 
out-of-state/hunters.  He stated besides challenges indicated the event 
was largely positive.  He stated that Game Warden Reynolds and 
Game Warden Sterling were both in attendance, showing 
professionalism and engagement with participants of the event.  He 
stated that both wardens attended coyote contests and shared their 
investigative insights and stated that there were no violations with 
hosting business earning $7,000 revenue from food and sales from the 
bar.  He stated that the contest was organized and gave positive 
feedback to the Department.  He stated in closing, that he would not 
give future reports each time a contest was held but stated that the 
updated given in meeting today were timely.   

• (Joe Crawford, representing (CABMW)Clark County Advisory Board 
to Manage Wildlife Lyon.: He asked for the record to state that he was 
present for today’s meeting. 

• (Robyn Orloff, member of the public): She gave thanks to (George 
Forbush Nevada Predator Hunting Association) for his 
recommendations with solutions for coyote hunting contests concerns, 
she addressed Item 7D –(APRP) Administrative Procedures, 
Regulations, and Policy Committee Report, specifically requesting 
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public comments submitted to Commission to be added to meeting 
agendas for transparency.  She gave notation that other public bodies 
which include Carson City, State meetings at Bryan Building as well 
as legislative interim meetings, which include public comments in 
their agendas to be accepted up to and after the meeting, with her 
argument regarding public comments having consideration of being 
“supporting material” under NRS 241.015.  She advised as public 
comments often include photos, videos, scientific references, and 
empirical observations, with reference to statutory provisions under 
NRS 241.020 and related sections discussing supporting materials 
inclusions in agendas.  She urged the committee to reconsider the 
current approach to give greater transparency, public engagement. 

• Approval of Agenda- The Commission will review the agenda and 
may take action to approve the agenda for January 23, 2026.  The 
Commission may remove items from the agenda, continue items for 
consideration or take items out of order. 

• Secretary Alan Jenne advised that the last item for the meeting today 
(Friday, January 23, 2026) was their field trip to the youth 
conservation event at the sheep show.  He reiterated that this is the 
final agenda item with the timing of the field trip depending on flow of 
the meeting.  He then gave information on how members of the public 
could obtain passes on the field trip. 

• Public Comments: (None) 
• Vice Chairman Paul Young advised a motion for approval of agenda 

as presented for Commission meeting on Friday, January 23, 2026. 
• Commissioner Mario Walther seconds the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Approval of Minutes- Commission minutes may be approved from 

the November 7 and 8, 2025 meeting. 
• (Jim Cooney, Elko CABMW): He gave clarification of his statements in 

minutes regarding Elko addendum and stated that the Elko CABMW vote 
was not unanimous giving notation of one dissenting member. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young advised for motion to approve minutes as 
presented for Commission November 2026 meeting with noted change to 
reflect one dissenting Elko CABMW member on (Adaptive Population 
Objectives-Addendum #2). 

• Commission Shane Boren seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Member Items/Announcements and Correspondence- Commissioners 

may present emergent items.  No action may be taken by the Commission.  
Any item requiring Commission action may be scheduled on a future 
Commission agenda.  The Commission will review and may discuss 
correspondence sent or received by the Commission from the last regular 
meeting and may provide copies for the exhibit file.  (Commissioners may 
provide hard copies of their correspondence for the written record).  
Correspondence sent or received by Secretary Jenne may also be discussed. 

• (There were no Member Items or Announcements). 
• Reports- Division Activity Reports-A report will be provided on highlights 
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from the Nevada Department of Wildlife recent activities. 
• Commissioner Shane Rogers asked the question directed to (Matt Maples, 

Data and Technology Services Administrator) if 10 percent tag return rate is 
normal or higher than previous return rate. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Administrator): He advised 
Commissioner Shane Rogers to say that 10 percent return rate was somewhat 
higher than normal. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young asked (Mark Freese, Habitat Division 
Administrator) the status update for rehabilitation of Cottonwood Peak and 
Jakes Fire.   

• (Mark Freese, Habitat Division Administrator): He advised to Vice 
Chairman Paul Young at this time, he didn’t have specific numbers, but an 
update would be provided on accomplishments of wildlife at the next 
upcoming meetings.  He acknowledged partnerships with (BLM) Bureau of 
Land Management. 

• Commission Tommy Caviglia and Chairman Shane Rogers stated to (Aaron 
Meir Conservation Education Administrator) that they enjoyed the show 
Nevada Wild. 

• Chairman Shane Rogers asked (Jasmine Kleiber, Biodiversity Division 
Administrator) for more information on (PD) Pseudogymnoascus 
destructans. 

• (Jasmine Kleiber, Biodiversity Division Administrator): She explained the 
following on (PD) Pseudogymnascus destructans and stated it was a fungus 
originating in Europe introduced in early 2000s, with severe impact on the 
bat populations in disrupting their hibernation.  He explained that by causing 
bats to wake prematurely with depletion to stored resources leading to 
widespread mortality.  He advised that Nevada was last in the states to detect 
the fungus even though surrounding states had documented cases.  Nevada 
had active monitoring ongoing for many years with expansion through 
partnership with National Park Services and other collaborations in 
determination the spread outside of Southern Nevada.  She stated the fungus 
was found in an atypical bat species and at this time, the implications are not 
clear.  She stated that there are no symptoms of white-nose syndrome yet 
observed in Nevada, with difference in responses due to species and 
environmental conditions.   

• Chairman Shane Rogers asked question to (Jasmine Kleiber, Biodiversity 
Division Administrator) if any mechanisms are in place to stop the spread of 
fungus. 

• (Jasmine Kleiber Biodiversity Division Administrator): She stated to 
Chairman Shane Rogers that at this time there are no mechanisms in place. 

• Commissioner Mario Walther asked the question to (Shawn Espinosa, Game 
Division Administrator) if mountain lions in Hunt Unit 068 had been 
removed. 

• (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He responded instead, advising that 
one adult tom has been removed from Montana’s since augmentation, with a 
recent mortality event still in process of investigation currently.   

• Chairman Shane Rogers asked what actions had been done prior to releasing 
sheep into the Montana’s for predator mitigation issues. 

• (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He stated had not been captures of 
any mountain lions, and that Wildlife Servies had been in the area for an 
extended period conducting work and had no detections of any mountain 



8  

lions in the area.  
• Vice Chairman Paul Young asked the question to (Shawn Espinosa, Game 

Division Administrator) what the population in Unit 031 in the Montana’s 
was presently. 

• (Shawn Espinosa, Game Division Administrator): He advised to Vice 
Chairman Paul young that estimation of population is 35 to 40 animals. 

• Commission Lizz Munn asked (Shawn Espinosa, Game Division 
Administrator) if lessons were learned from myopathy incident capture. 

• (Shawn Espinosa, Game Division Administrator): He explained to 
Commissioner Lizz Munn his concern regarding recent capture events with 
vendor Baker Aircraft used in translocations of Bighorn Sheep.  He 
explained further that there were two mortalities during latest operation with 
animals left on the mountain for 30 minutes before retrieval, with this action 
deemed unacceptable.  He advised there was a review of protocol from the 
Department with consideration of more detailed instructions for pilots and 
crews prior to the capture events.  He stated that the issues that were 
observed were not in the realm of the standard practices therefore evaluation 
of chase times and handling procedures in these captured events are 
necessary.  He advised that Oregon has used this vendor exclusively, but 
Nevad has had more issues with this company compared to others.  He stated 
Wildlife health staff and specialists have been consistently addressing these 
concerns.  He stated that the California Bighorn Sheep are more sensitive 
than Desert Bighorn Sheep, which contributes to higher mortality rates in 
recent projects, which include work in the Calico Mountains. 

• Commission Shane Boren asked (Shawn Espinosa, Game Division 
Administrator), how many vendors the Department had at this time.   

• (Shawn Espinosa, Game Division Administrator): He advised Commission 
Shane Boren that there were currently three vendors: (Hello Wildlife 
Capture Services, Wildlife Capture Management, Baker Aircraft).   

• Commissioner Shane Boren asked (Scott Roberts, Biologist) for an update on 
the Cortez Sheep. 

• (Scott Roberts, Biologist): He stated to Commissioner Shane Boren that 
overall, the sheep are good and that there were only eight mortalities 
recorded to date.  He explained a breakdown that five of the eight were lion 
related and one of the eight was due to unknown cause, even after disease 
testing reflecting native results.  He stated the remaining two being incidental 
issues during capture operations and that some collard sheep had moved 
closely to domestic sheep operation which promoted relocation efforts in 
early December.  He stated that Cortez Sheep remain in the Cortez area, and 
that during capture two sheep were unintentionally run harder than intended 
which elevated body temperatures of the sheep to over (106F) and attributed    
bad luck and timing.   

• Litigation Report-  A report will be provided on the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife litigation.   

• (TAAHC) Tag Allocation and Application Hunt Committee- Report will 
be provided on recent (TAAHC) Tag Allocation and Application Hunt 
Committee. 

• Commission Tommy Caviglia advised on one issue on the agenda was junior 
hunting opportunities.  He stated that committee reviewed options for 
expansion of hunts but with decision not to include cows, elk, or have 
additional hunts.  He stated they decided for continuation of junior “Horn 
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Shorter than Ears” Antelope Hunt with recommendation to formalize 
percentage split for tags in Policy 24, which has similarities to deer tags.  He 
stated the committee proposed that junior hunters be limited to one tag per 
year, with choice of either deer tag or Horn-Shorter than Ears Antelope Tag 
in the main draw.  He explained therefore if tags remain at that time, juniors 
could apply for a second tag but priority to be given to deer tags.  He advised 
this approach by the committee is focused to provide equitable opportunities 
and maximize junior participation based on previous years quotas with 
expectations to allow nearly all juniors to obtain a tag.  He stated that 
upcoming season-setting decisions would reflect the recommendations of the 
committee.   

• Committee Mario Walther gave thanks to the (TAAHC) Tag Allocation and 
Application Hunt Committee and advised that he believes the direction that it 
is headed is positive. 

• (APRP) Administrative Procedures Regulations and Policy Committee 
Report) 

• Commissioner Eddie Booth advised committee reviewed public comments 
with discussion on Commission Policy 1, Commission Policy 4, Commission 
Policy 51 and voted to send all three policies to full Commission for 
consideration.  He stated revisions to Policy 1- clarification to term limits for 
the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners defining Commission policies 
and resolutions.  He establishment of review cycle every three years with 
updated language on donations to Wildlife Trust Fund in accordance with 
2023 legislation.  He stated edits to Policy 4 addressed the petition process 
and exemptions from Nevada’s Administrative rulemaking requirements, 
definitions of regulations, requirements of attendance for petitioners with 
clarification of Commission discretion when petitions are withdrawn.  He 
stated Policy 51 revisions recommendation for removal of requirement to 
send certificates of appreciation to nominees for Wayne E. Kirch 
Conservation Award. 

• Elk Management Committee Report 
• Chairman Shane Rogers thanked Commission Casey Kiel for his service as 

chairman of the Committee that consist of the following individuals: 
(Chairman Shane Rogers, Commission Shane Boren, Commissioner 
Wyatt Mesa, Tom Barnes, Joel McConnell and Corey Lytle) totaling 
seven members.  He stated the committee represented a diverse range of 
interests across the state, this includes (sportsmen, ranching, farming, 
public).  He stated this committee had expectations to address significant 
tasks going forward, with confidence expressed in ability to manage 
upcoming responsibilities.   

• Commission Casy Kiel advised that Elk Management Committee met for the 
first time in some time as part of newly revitalized program which was 
established under Addendum 2 of the Elk Species Management Plan.  He 
stated this commit is diversified with representation of stakeholders across 
the eastern part of the state with most elk populations.  The primary focus at 
meeting on stakeholder engagement, ensuring public land users were heard 
with consideration of season or quota adjustments.  He advised that under 
Adaptive Population Objectives -Addendum #2 could deviate by plus or 
minus 10 percent, with flexibility while maintaining management goals, with 
committee recommendation regarding season adjustments.  He advised this 
will be discussed later in the agenda. 
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• (WAFWA) Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Executive 
Leadership meeting- A report will be provided on the 2025 Las Vegas, 
Nevada conference. 

• Secretary Alan Jenne reported on (WAFWA) Western Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies winter meeting held on December 10- December 12, 
2025, in Las Vegas.  He advised it is now shorter, business focused format 
with key activities to include reviewing committees and working groups, 
updates of association bylaws, assignments of leadership, and work plans.  
He highlighted the approval of (CWD) Chronic Wasting Disease 
Management Working Groups Plan, establishment of the Energy and 
Wildlife Working Group, led by Clay Crowder (AZ) and approval of the 
ESA Informational Working Group’s Plan.  He advised that the replacement 
would be the Western Fisheries Initiative replacing the Western Native Trout 
Initiative and incorporate several programs which include Desert Fish 
Habitat Partnership and Trojan Male Fish Program.  He stated that Jim 
Fredericks would serve as leadership sponsor.  He stated that The Western 
Quail Working Group would be held in Boise in early June to offer 
opportunity for Commissioner attendance with advisement that details would 
be shared as they become available. 

• Chairman Shane Rogers advised that lots of discussion would be around the 
loss of habitat and he found comments of challenges that happened around 
Western states regarding new technologies.  He stated with remaining 
discussions on carnivore-livestock coexistence, the Endangered Species Act, 
with focus to federal versus state management delisting debates that were 
discussed.   

• Commissioner Liz Munn asked the question if there has been any direction 
given to new committee on energy and wildlife.   

• Secretary Alan Jenne advised that Clay Crowder (AZ) serve as leadership 
sponsor for Energy and Wildlife Working Group, this group was working on 
recommendations to (WAFA) Western Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Executive Committee to see which committee would oversee its activities. 

• Commissioner Liz Munn stated the importance of groups work in addressing 
energy transition and climate change issues in Nevada where maintaining 
habitat corridors and species conservation was a priority. 

• Emerging Technology Committee Report-A report will be provided at the 
recent emerging Technology Committee meeting. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia advised that Emerging Technology 
Committee med addressing one actionable item with discussion on 
(automatic range-finding and sign- adjusting scopes and sights on archery 
equipment).  He stated that the Department has proposed language to prohibit 
these technologies with the committee approved forwarding language to 
Commission for further discussion, noting emergent technologies would 
continue to be monitored and encouraged by the public and Department input 
on future developments. 

• Wildlife Heritage Account Report- A report will be provided on the funds 
available (interest and principal) for expenditure from the heritage account 
in the upcoming year and an update on available principal balance. 

• Commissioner Liz Munn noted that the Department had spent funds above 
$5 million and asked the question to (Mark Freese, Habitat Division 
Administrator) & (Alan Jenne, Secretary), if they had the amount of the 
fiscal goal for this fund.   
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• (Mark Freese, Habitat Division Administrator): He stated rule change allows 
access to additional funds made during 2021, legislative session.  He stated 
approximately $8.5 million was available by Heritage Committee and the 
board capped usage at 50 percent per year, (around $4.25 million) supporting 
several major projects: Cave Lake Dam, with continuation for usage for land 
acquisitions, emergency water hauls with no principal projects identified for 
that year with arising potential opportunities with review of board as these 
opportunities were presented with importance of discussion of future visions 
of opportunities to give funding flexibility.   

• (Alan Jenne, Secretary): He stated that the Commission has previously 
reviewed high value projects with significant funding requests and continued 
to seek similar opportunities with emphasis on protecting fund balance and 
avoidance of rapid depletion with some proposals involving large dollar 
amounts.  He stated staff have been active in evaluating potential projects 
presenting them as they arise.  He stated the need to balance immediate needs 
with long-term planning, giving the uniqueness of this funding source.  In 
historic past, Commission has been cautious and deliberate when considering 
substantial requests of those with exceedance of six figures.   

• Commission Liz Munn advised that with growth of principal fund the goal 
for the fund and what point would reach a steady state, like an interest-
bearing account. 

• Department Project Donation Guidance Update-Alan Jenne, Secretary, 
provided update to Department public guidance for future donations to 
Wildlife Trust Account.   

• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna asked (Alan Jenne, Secretary) for clarification 
regarding donations used for emergency repair at Cumins Lake and asked the 
question if three entities that contributed funds were already part of the 
system.   

• Alan Jenne, Secretary explained that leveraging match funding was a critical 
strategy for access to federal grant funds, considering limited states 
resources.  He advised that any nonfederal contributions, whether monetary 
or volunteer time, are tracked and documented for match qualification.  He 
stated federal rules require matching funds or in-kind contribution to be fully 
expended or completed prior to applying towards grants.  He stated the 
reasoning is for maximizing available federal funding. 

• FYI- The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners recessed at 10:17 a.m. 
• FYI- The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners reconvened at 10:25 

a.m. 
• Draft Fiscal Year 2027 Predation Management Plan- The draft fiscal year 

2027 Predation Management Plan will be presented to the Commission for 
initial review.  Following this review, the draft plan will be updated and 
shared with the State Predatory Animal and Rodent Committee (PARC) 
Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation.  All comments from the 
(PARC) Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation), (CABMW) 
County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife and any other interested entity 
will be compiled and shared with the (WDMC) Wildlife Damage 
Management Committee for their consideration at their March 2026 
meeting.  

• (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He presented draft FY 2027 
Predator Management Plan by PowerPoint Presentation “Draft FY 27 
Predation Management Plan”. 
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• Commissioner Liz Munn asked (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist) the 
question if spending on Project 21 is going to decrease for clarification.  

• (Joe Bennett Wildlife Staff Specialist): He advised that the (USGS) U.S. 
Geological Survey funding supported surveys for smart tool for project work.   
He advised (HRM) Habitat Research and Monitoring proposal had been 
submitted for $490,000 with removal portion at an estimated $100,000.  He 
advised that the combined cost is around $190,000 which was consistent with 
previous years.   

• Commissioner Liz Munn asked the question of the Department had 
anticipation of ability to fulfill the permit to control Ravens. 

• (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He advised that (NDOW) Nevada 
Department of Wildlife is working with Wildlife Services with addition of 
nine-month position to assist facilitation removal work at lower court.  He 
stated after the recent environmental assessment, the permitted take increased 
to $12,500 in which that year the Raven removal in the winter was 
implemented for just the most vulnerable with supplementing by work 
adjacent to the priority areas and leks.  He stated currently the funding for 
removal is expected to meet permit requirements. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia stated that the language previously in 
Project 37, which stated any mountain lion consuming Bighorn Sheep would 
be lethally removed during translocation projects.  He stated he thought the 
sentence had appeared to be removed and felt an interest in reinstatement of 
the language due to prior discussions and ongoing concerns that were raised 
during the meeting about this.   

• (Joe Bennett, Staff Specialist): He advised the omission of language 
regarding the lethal removal of mountain lions consuming Bighorn Sheep 
during translocation projects and stated it may have been unintentional and 
gave confirmation that all mortalities, especially at translocation sites, were 
investigated.  He also advised that there were eight lions that had been 
removed from the Cortez area and two from the Tobin’s and he affirmed that 
reinstatement of the language can be reinstated easily. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia stated he also would like the language to be 
reinstated. 

• Chairman Shane Rogers also agreed in the importance of adding language 
back in. 

• (Paul Dixon, Chairman, representing (CCABMW) Clark County Advisory 
Board to Manage Wildlife: He advised the reoccurring question at his 
meetings over the past 17 years is concern of whether Department had 
quantified animal populations in predator control areas to measure 
effectiveness.  He stated that while many factors influence population trends 
beyond predator control, he felt it is helpful for (NDOW) Nevada 
Department of Wildlife to provide information with outline objectives that 
give clarification of why predator removal doesn’t equate to one-to-one 
benefit for prey species. 

• (Coby Rowe, representing (CABMW) County Advisory Board to Manage 
Wildlife, Washoe): He asked the question, if it is possibility in units with 
active wildlife services operations for a harvested lion to be exempt from 
counting against a hunter two-tag limit.  He advised this would have given 
allowance to hunters with assistance with lion removal for continuation 
pursuing lions.  He expressed appreciation for (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff 
Specialist) his work on these efforts. 
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• Chairman Shane Rogers asked the question to (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff 
Specialist): if he had response to (Paul Dixon, Chairman (CCABMW) Clark 
County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife) previous comments.   

• (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He explained that determination of 
the direct effectiveness of predator control has been a challenge due to 
numerous variables (aerial survey data, collar data, adult survival, 
recruitment, weather conditions, habitat improvements, and horse removals).  
He noted that multiple factors have influenced outcomes, and he stated he 
was working on a process for evaluation of metrics (drought severity, 
disease) to help identify where projects should be conducted and he stated 
establishment of a clear cause and effect relationship is remaining difficult. 

• Commission Tommy Caviglia moved forward on the Draft FY 2027 
Predation Management Plan for consideration at Commissioners March 2026 
meeting as presented with notation that every translocated Bighorn Sheep 
mortality will be investigated for potential mountain lion removal. 

• Commissioner Mario Walther seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Commission General Regulation 529-Disability Permit Program 

Revisions- The Commission will hold a workshop to consider language 
amending regulation (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code that would update 
business rules and requirements related to the archery, visual and special 
assistance disability permits. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Administrator): He presented a 
PowerPoint presentation on Commission General Regulation 529 Disability 
Permit Program Revisions. 

• Commissioner Shane Rogers stated that he liked the clarification changes 
regarding the visual disability permit, pertaining to archery disability permit 
and asked the question to (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services 
Administrator) if other states allow use of draw locks and practices that have 
been identified elsewhere. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Administrator): He stated to 
Commissioner Shane Rogers that several states limited archery disability 
permits to draw locks and others allowed crossbows.  He stated some permit 
crossbows during archery season for all individuals.  He stated that these 
practices varied and are influenced by (wildlife populations, tag availability, 
overall hunting opportunities). He explained that states with a larger access 
and opportunities tend to have more accommodating regulations regarding 
weapon technologies.  

• Commission Tommy Caviglia stated that he liked visual disability language 
and felt in his opinion that determinations should be made by an 
ophthalmologist or optometrist and was in support of trying these 
requirements to an existing (NRS) Nevada Revised Statute.  He continued to 
state his support of the language on archery that removed crossbows and 
asked what burden of proof would be required to ensure that a qualified 
professional was signing documents.  He stated that Arizona had opened 
“Pandora’s Box” and wants to close it.  He advised that he had no problem 
restricting the provisions as written and noted that individuals have many 
opportunities to hunt, such as rifle hunting.  He stated he is in support of tight 
restrictions and expressed support for proposed changes with visual permit 
which include requiring determinations by ophthalmologist or optometrist 
and aligning qualifications with existing (NRS) Nevada Revised Statute 
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provisions.  He agrees with clarifying language and maintaining tight 
restrictions in voidance of issues experience in other states, like Arizona.  He 
stated his support removing crossbows from archery disability permits that 
draw locks provided an alternative without expanding to full crossbows.  He 
advised there is a minor typographical correction in item five of the draft 
language. 

• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna thanked the division for its work and stated that 
he liked separating disabilities from injuries. 

• Commissioner Liz Munn asked whether the Department had consulted with a 
medical doctor regarding these diagnoses.   

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Administrator): He advised 
that he had reached out to doctors and worked with Deputy Attorney General 
Craig Burkett to ensure compliance with (ADA) Americans with Disability 
Act.   

• (Jayme Martinez, member of the public): She provided comments regarding 
(HIPAA) The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act concerns, 
stating the following: 1) any verification of a medical practitioner credentials 
by the Department could raise (HIPPA) The Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act issues.  She stated subsection five relating to muscular or 
neurological deficit criteria with caution against overly restrictive definitions 
that might exclude legitimate applicants.  Her recommendation includes a 
process for individuals with unlisted conditions to apply, with supporting 
documentation from a medical practitioner with explanation how the 
condition was comparable to listed criteria.  She gave suggestions to 
additionally consider general mobility disabilities for archery permits with 
emphasis on balance of prevention of abuse by ensuring access for hunters 
with legitimate disability. 

• Chairman Shane Rogers asked Department if it would address the concerns 
raised during public comment. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Administrator): He stated that 
the Department could consider adding more inclusive language by the 
Commissions direction but he emphasized the need to avoid placing the 
Department or Commission in a position to evaluate individual medical 
conditions as staff are not trained medically and any additional language 
should be crafted for ensure to clarify and prevention for the Department 
from making medical determinations.  

• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna asked the question of how many people had 
been utilizing special permits.   

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Administrator): He stated that 
over the previous five years, the average visual disability permits were issued 
annually.  He explained for special assistance permits it was average of four 
to five permits that were used yearly.  He stated for archery disability permits 
83 were issued in (2025) in comparison to 50 in (2024).  He stated changes 
from a lifetime permit to a one-year permit which affected data 
interpretation.  He advised that over the past three years, 167 unique 
individuals have received archery disability permits. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia expressed support for the current language 
draft but suggested further review before next workshop.  He stated 
importance of the language being clear and enforceable, without any 
discretion by the Department or Commission.  He requested the Department 
review draft and identified any areas where language could be broadened 
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without introducing ambiguity. 
• Commission Tommy Caviglia moved forward on Commission Regulation 

529-Disability Permit Program Revisions to Nevada Board of 
Commissioners future meeting for Workshop after further research by 
(NDOW) Nevada Department of Wildlife on archery disability permits. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Petition-made by Mr. Joe Krathwohl- The petition requests an amendment 

to (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code 504.496 to allow licensed wildlife 
rehabilitators, with the Department approval, to transfer non-releasable 
wildlife to permitted individuals or entities, beyond the dispositions currently 
allowable under existing law which include: (release, donation to an 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums-accredited facility, or euthanasia). 

• (Jessica Brooks, Wildlife Staff Specialist): She presented the Department’s 
response to Mr. Krathwohl petition. 

• Chairman Shane Rogers requested that the Department give allowance for 
Mr. Krathwohl to present his petition. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young gave thanks to Mr. Joe Krathwohl for his petition 
with a request of additional information for surrounding states asking the 
question if proposed language was derived from these states with 
clarification on what actions were the same that were happening in nearby 
jurisdiction. 

• (Joe Krathwohl, member of the public, petitioner): He gave his perspective 
as both (Wildlife Rehabilitator and Educator) and explained of his 
operational educational programs which use non-releasable migratory birds 
obtained from rehabilitation centers which provide flighted birds programs 
for zoos, aquariums, and events nationwide.  He explained that the programs 
were to educate members of the public on no feeding wildlife, avoidance of 
taking in animals, transport of injured wildlife to licensed rehabilitators.  He 
explained that his facility in Nevada expansion includes education, falconry, 
rehabilitation.  He started his challenges with hard-imprinted birds with no 
ability to return to the wild.  He explained a description of a recent case 
involving a Great Horned Owl with interest expressed in exploring options 
for adjustment to current limitations. He stated with allowance of birds to 
have alternative roles that are meaningful and instead of being left without 
viable options. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young asked (Joe Krathwohl, member of the public, 
petitioner) the question of what states surrounding Nevada were doing and 
where he had obtained his language. 

• (Joe Krathwohl, member of the public, petitioner): He advised that Nevada 
was the only state that he knew did not allow non-releasable birds to be 
placed with other permitters. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young gave clarification that there are 49 states that had 
similar language. 

• (Joe Krathwohl, member of the public, petitioner): He advised that he had 
been involved in migratory bird education since 1985 with no encounters of 
hurdle except with the Department. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young reiterated that he gave clarification of 49 states 
that had similar language. 

• (Joe Krathwohl, member of the public, petitioner): He stated he felt it was 
correct. 



16  

• (Jessica Brooks, Wildlife Staff Specialist): She gave explanation that the 
Department reviewed the petition for amending (NAC) Nevada 
Administrative Code for allowance of transferring of non-releasable wildlife 
from rehabilitation permit to individual permitted possess that species.  She 
stated current regulations requirement of euthanasia of non-releasable 
wildlife, with limited exception for placement at (AZA) Association of Zoos 
and Aquarium accredited facilities.  She stated that falconry regulations 
might give allowance to permanent placement of raptors with qualified 
falconers rehabilitation regulations don’t authorize transfers to falconers or 
other permit holders. She stated (NDOW) Nevada Department of Wildlife 
emphasized need to consider which permits could allow possession of 
rehabilitated wildlife, giving notation of educational value of non-releasable 
birds.  She stated there were concerns from (NDOW) Nevada Department of 
Wildlife that commercial permits create possible conflicts of interest, 
incentivize retention of wildlife, undermine public confidence.  She advised 
under (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code provisions, wildlife under 
rehabilitation permits remained property of people of Nevada and cannot be 
converted to personal or commercial inventory with exception under very 
limited circumstances.  She added that commercial possession regulations 
didn’t list in-state rehabilitation facilities as lawful sources for commercial 
permits.   

• (Nick Everett, Biologist): He gave four options for Commission’s 
consideration for potential amendments to (NAC) Nevada Administrative 
Code 504.496: 1) Take No Action- Retain current rehabilitation requiring 
rehabilitated wildlife to be released, euthanized or placed at an (AZA) 
Association of Zoos and Aquarium accredited facility.  He explained that the 
option-maintained consistency with existing practices but not expand 
placement opportunities, with expanding eligible placement facilities to 
include (ZAA) Zoological Association of America accreditation -Amend 
(NAC) Nevada Administrative Code 504.496 to allow placement at (ZAA) 
Zoological Association of America accredited facilities which might be more 
attainable for smaller entities.  He stated that this option would have 
increased permanent placement opportunities under a consistent standard but 
would not permit transfers to falconers or other licenses.   2) Adopt Petition 
Language to Expand Transfer Options -Amend (NAC) Nevada 
Administrative Code 504.496 as proposed in petition, potentially requiring 
changes to other conflicts of interests created, commercial incentives, and 
inconsistent standards for placement.  3) Clarify Eligible Permit Types of 
Wildlife Transfers-Amend (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code 504.496 to 
specify permit types eligible to receive non-releasable wildlife (falconry, 
commercial, non-commercial possession, or education permits.  He advised 
that this option might have presented logical challenges in tracking and 
compliance.   

• Commissioner Mario Walther asked the question what it would mean to 
expand to the (ZAA) Zoological Association of America accreditation 
standard. 

• (Nick Evertt, Biologist): He explained that (ZAA) Zoological Association of 
America accreditation would have been for big city zoos, most people could 
have achieved on their own very strict and (AZA) Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums were smaller operations where smaller number of staff took care 
of wildlife.   
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• Vice Chairman Paul Young asked the question of what other Western states 
were doing and if they were mostly (AZA) Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums or (ZAA) Zoological Association of America only. 

• (Nick Everett, Biologist): He noted that he could not provide certain details 
on practices in different Western states and shared insights from discussion 
with rehabilitators with one from University of Minnesota, which is one of 
the leading authorities on raptor care.  He stated the facility when 
rehabilitation and education programs operate under same organization and 
are treated as separate functions to avoid conflicts of interest.  If a bird is 
taken for rehabilitation, it could not remain with that program for educational 
purposes and needs to be transferred to different education programs.  He 
stated that federal regulations allowed these transfers to education permits, 
and this approach is consistent with federal standards.  He explained 
inconsistencies with Nevada’s regulations with notation that falconry 
provisions allowed permanent placement of non-releasable birds with 
falconer’s rehabilitation regulations prohibited rehabilitators from 
transferring birds to falconers, creating potential conflicts within (NAC) 
Nevada Administrative Code language. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia asked (Nick Everett, Biologist) the question 
of how often euthanasia occurs. 

• (Nick Everett, Biologist): He stated that wildlife rehabilitation outcomes were 
often less optimistic than desired.  Based on reports on state’s rehabilitators 
approximately five, many small birds admitted after window strikes and 
recovered quickly or died shortly after arrival.  He stated raptors received 
most attention from the public and rehabilitators required often euthanasia 
due to their fragility.  He explained concerns about imprinting and quality of 
life for birds’ post-rehabilitation with emphasis on transfers to falconers were 
allowed and should occur with highly experienced individuals due to 
challenges imprinted birds presented.  He acknowledged while imprinting 
complicated placement, imprinted birds could successfully transition to 
educational programs, with euthanasia overall being a common outcome for 
many wildlife cases.   

• Vice Chairman Paul Young asked the question whether the opinion was that 
of (Jessica Brooks, Wildlife Staff Specialist) or (Nick Everett, Biologist) that 
current regulatory language could be cleaned up. 

• (Nick Everett, Biologist: He discussed inconsistencies between falconry and 
rehabilitation regulations, with notation that current falconry language allows 
birds to come from out-of-state rehabilitators while Nevada’s rehabilitation 
regulations prohibit transfers to falconers.  He advised the original intent of 
falconry provisions had been to enable falconers to assist rehabilitators with 
preparation of raptors for release with rehabilitators typically focused on 
healing, weight recovery but couldn’t train birds to hunt.  He stated that 
falconers could provide opportunities for young or inexperienced birds to 
develop hunting skills, improve their chances of successful release.  He 
suggested that creating avenue for falconer involvement could be worthwhile 
consideration with potential tied to current petitions.   

• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna asked for clarification to the scope of discussion 
with notation that current (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code and (NRS) 
Nevada Revised Statute references pertain to birds.  He inquired whether 
pursing changes in this area could potentially open the door to rehabilitation 
and transfer options for beyond birds with other types of wildlife.   
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• (Nick Everett, Biologist): He stated if it was preference of Commission, 
Department could specify avian wildlife.   

• Tommy Caviglia asked if Department had a permit for commercial and 
educational purposes. 

• (Nick Everett, Biologist): He advised that under current Nevada regulations 
education permit allowed wildlife displayed for educational purposes but 
didn’t permit charging public, fee for viewing the animals.  He stated a 
commercial possession permit was required when fee is charged for wildlife 
display.  He stated federal regulations handled differently (NAC) Nevada 
Administrative Code and (NRS) Nevada Revised Statute required 
commercial possession permit for any fee-based viewing. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia gave clarification that current language 
would not allow transfer of these birds to anyone with only a educational 
permit.   

• (Nick Everett, Biologist): He advised that was correct. 
• Commissioner Eddie Booth asked (Nick Everett, Biologist) the question 

whether only birds were held presently and how many total were involved 
per year. 

• (Nick Everett, Biologist): He advised review of his records but advised most 
cases were primarily involvement with avian wildlife. 

• Commissioner Shane Rogers asked the question if there is any record of Big 
Game. 

• (Nick Everett, Biologist): He stated that the only types currently involved in 
Nevada were avian and reptile species. 

• Chairman Shane Rogers asked (Joe Krathwohl, member of the public, 
petitioner) whether he had anything additional to add. 

• (Joe Krathwohl, member of the public, petitioner): he explained that request 
stemmed from Nevada’s current laws, which may not have anticipated state’s 
growth or existence of large facilities with multiple activities.  He stated 
there was agreement on underlying philosophy, petitioner notation other 
states allow more flexibility, and he sought same opportunities in Nevada 
with emphasis of involvement of only a few birds each year, with often those 
with no ability to survive in the wild due to prior human care.  He advised he 
was lifelong falconer and educator and stated it was difficult to euthanize 
healthier birds that could have meaningful life in an educational setting.  He 
advised the request aimed to preserve these birds and align Nevada’s 
regulations with practices in other states. 

• There were no public comments. 
• Vice Chairman Paul Young stated that he understood the Departments belief 

there to clean up some language.  He gave suggestion to (Joe Krathwohl, 
member of the public, petitioner) and the Department to meet and then return 
to the Commission thereafter.   

• Commission Tommy Caviglia expressed his concern about euthanizing 
healthy wildlife with suggestions of exploring options for allowance of 
placement in (ZAA) Zoological Association of America accreditation 
facilities.  He gave notation of potential for expansion of opportunities for 
educational purposes.  He acknowledged that incorporating commercial 
components could be complexed with suggestions that Department consider 
if there is a way to address that issue as well. 

• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna asked the question of how significant an effort 
would be for the Department to pursue changes to accreditation option and 
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clean up language. 
• (Jasmine Kleiber, Biodiversity Division Administrator): She gave notation 

that the proposal would have been minor adjustment compared to 
requirement of accreditation as previously described.  She explained this 
approach was more attainable for smaller facilities, with numerous examples 
already in existence across the states, he stated implementation of this change 
would have requirement reopening the (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code 
going through public process, workshops to ensure all requirements for 
regulatory changes are met. 

• Chairman Shane Rogers stated he preferred to clean up language. 
• Alan Jenne, Secretary stated that based on how item was agendized, motion 

would be needed for denial or acceptance of petition.  He stated if denied, 
motion could include directions to work with the petitioner. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young asked (Richard Yien, Deputy Attorney General) 
for clarification regarding to make motion.   

• (Richard Yien, Deputy Attorney General) his recommendation formally, 
denied the petition at that time and allowed the petitioner the opportunity to 
reapply after working with (NDOW) Nevada Department of Wildlife.  He 
advised that the Commission could also direct (NDOW) Nevada Department 
of Wildlife to conduct further research, review laws in other states, 
collaborate with petitioners for development of revised language for possibly 
better support of approval in the future. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young moved to deny petition with the intention that 
(NDOW) Department of Wildlife and the petitioner collaborate on draft 
regulatory language that may be submitted as a future petition to (NDOW) 
Nevada Department of Wildlife Commissioners. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Public Comments Period- Public Comment will be limited to three minutes.  

No action can be taken by the Commission at this time; any item requiring 
Commission action may be scheduled on a future Commission agenda.  
People who make comments are asked to begin by stating their name for the 
record. 

• (Robyn Orloff, member of the public): She requested greater transparency 
regarding written public comments submitted prior to the meeting.  She 
advised current minutes to give summary of oral comments not including 
comments received by the Commission.  She gave suggestions that all 
written public comments include published agendas or give access to these 
prior to meetings like other states and city departments do.  She referenced 
(NRS) Nevada Revised Statute proposing written comments defined as 
supporting materials.  She gave additional recommendation strategies (listing 
number of written comments received, summarizing their content during 
meetings).  She asked that the (ARAP) Administrative Procedures, 
Regulations, and Policy Committee consider these recommendations at its 
next meeting with guidance provided to the Commission in March. 

• FYI- (NDOW) Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners meeting adjourned 
at 12:06 PM.  The field tour commenced at 1:30 PM. 

• Saturday, January 24, 2026- Field Tour: 8:30 am 
• Call to Order- Chairman Shane Rogers called (NDOW) Nevada Board of 

Wildlife Commission meeting to order on Saturday, January 24, 2026. 
• Pledge of Allegiance- Chairman Shane Rogers led the members in the 
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Pledge of Allegiance. 
• Roll Call of Commission- (Lynda Barr, Executive Assistant): She took the 

roll call: (Present: Chairman Shane Rogers, Vice Chairman Paul Young, 
Commissioner Eddie Booth, Commissioner Shane Boren, Commissioner 
Tommy Caviglia, Commissioner Casey Kiel, Commissioner Wyatt 
Mesna, Commissioner Liz Munn, and Commissioner Mario Walther). 

• Public Comment Period: Public Comment will be limi8ted to three minutes. 
No action can be taken by the Commission at this time; any item requiring 
Commission action may be scheduled on a future Commission agenda.  
People who make comments are asked to begin by stating their name for the 
record. 

• (Keely Hopkins, representative of Safari Club International): He gave 
support for all Commission Regulations that were agendized.  She advised 
appreciation of work that had gone into sustainable management of species 
discussed in Commission Regulations. 

• (Cathy Smith, member of the public): She advised that during fall the bears 
entered hyperphagia (survival-driven period requiring consumption of up to 
20,000 calories per day).  She explained it wasn’t casual feeding but a race to 
survive winter.  She explained that introduction hound pursuit during this 
period is a trigger biomechanical failure because bears were flat-footed 
animals’ efficient walkers but metabolically expensive runners.  She 
explained that research showed that when bears are forced to run faster than 
three miles per hour, energy cost of transport increased significantly thus 
causing animals who were supposed to store fat to burn reserves at an 
exponential rate.  She stated documented heart rates cardiac telemetry that 
are increased from 40 beats a minute to over 250 beats a minute happening 
during hound chases, with metabolic and stress effects which last days, 
weeks afterward.  She gave notation that because hounds men often hunted 
the same units, individual bears risked being chased multiple times.  She 
stated that this energetic tax had a direct reproductive consequence due to 
delayed implantation with explanation that females burned fat reserves in 
fall, lost pregnancies and that hounds were documented cause of den 
abandonment increasement to cub mortality.  She explained that hounding 
affects deer creating landscapes of fear displacing animals with increased 
energy expenditure and altered breeding behavior.  She closed that hounding 
imposed metabolic penalty that goes beyond fair chase and sustainable 
management.  She cited only thirteen percent of Nevadans supported 
hounding in scientific poll which is commissioned by Department, and she 
urged the Commission to eliminate season or at the least, shorten it in 
defense of Nevada’s wildlife. 

• (Glenn Bunch, representing Mineral (CCABMW) County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife): He thanked the Department for allowance of public 
attendance to the Wild Sheep Show field trip and tour. 

• (Jana Wright, member of the public): She stated opposition to the Black Bear 
hunt and unregulated usage of dogs in killing bears.  She explained that dogs 
were used by minimum of 75 percent of tagholders with little transparency 
regarding (how many dogs were involved, how they were deployed during 
pursuits if handlers stayed with dogs or monitored them remotely, how dogs 
were trained and if out-of-state dogs were used. She asked the question of 
how: Nevada practices compared to nearby states and clarification on how 
guides and sub guides used dogs during bear hunts.  She gave reference to 
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(NAC) Nevada Administrative Code 503.1475 with notation of usage of GPS 
collars on dogs to track tree bears, with question of if this practice gave 
conflict with existing prohibitions on transmitted signals used in hunting.  
She gave urgency for Commission to direct Department to provide formal 
presentation on hounding in Nevada at future meeting and stated that she felt 
transparency was needed for protection of wildlife. 

• Approval of Agenda- The Commission will review the agenda and may take 
action to approve the agenda for January 24, 2026.  The Commission may 
remove items from the agenda, continue items for consideration or take items 
out of order. 

• There was no public comment. 
• Vice Chairman Paul Young moved for approval of agenda as presented for 

January 24, 2026. 
• Commissioner Mario Walther seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0 
• Member Items/Announcements and Correspondence and 

Correspondence (Informational)– Commissioners may present emergent 
items.  No action may be taken by the Commission.  Any item requiring 
Commission action may be scheduled on a future Commission agenda.  The 
Commission will review and may discuss correspondence sent or received by 
the Commission from the last regular meeting and may provide copies for the 
exhibit file.  (Commissioners may provide hard copies of their 
correspondence for the written record).  Correspondence sent or received by 
Alan Jenne; Secretary may also be discussed. 

• Alan Jenne, Secretary announced that additional public comments were 
received by Great Basin Wildlife Conservancy in reference to the Black 
Baron mountain lion seasons. 

• Chairman Shane Rogers thanked the Department for organizing The Wild 
Sheep Show field trip and tour. 

• (CABMW) County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife- (CABMW) 
members may present emergent items. No action may be taken by the 
Commission.  Any item requiring Commission action will be scheduled on 
the future Commission agenda. 

• (Chrissy Pope, representing NYE (CABMW) County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife): She recommended request for Commission for revisit of 
shed antler seasons on future Commission agenda. 

• (Worth Nelson, representing Lander (CABMW) County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife): He asked the question if a profile is needed to be created 
yearly to obtain shed antler certificate. 

• Commission Regulations-Public Comment Allowed 
• A) Commission Regulation 25-07 Amendment #2, 2025-2026 and 2026-

2027 Big Game Seasons- (The Commission will consider adopting an 
amendment to the 2026-2027 hunting season and dates for mule deer, 
pronghorn antelope, elk, bighorn sheep, mountain goat and moose, 
including limits, hunting hours, special hunt eligibility, animal sex, 
physical characteristics, hunt boundary restrictions. 

• (Mike Cox, Wildlife Staff Specialist & Cody McKee, Wildlife Staff Specialist, 
and Cody Schroeder, Wildlife Staff Specialist) presented Commission 
Regulation 25-07 Amendment #2, 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 Big Game 
Seasons. 

• (Worth Nelson, representing Lander (CABMW) County Advisory Board to 
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Manage Wildlife): He stated his CAB felt splitting the season assuming it 
was being utilized to add additional tags. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia moved to approve Commission Regulation 
25-07 Amendment #2, 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 Big Game Seasons, as 
presented for Antelope Hunt 2151, 2251, 2171, 2271, and 2191. 

• Commissioner Casey Kiel seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Vice Chairman Nick Young stated his concerns for Hunt 8151 regarding 

combing of Unit Group 012, 014 due to migratory movements.  He asked the 
question if Unit Group 014 could sustain one tag by itself. 

• (Mike Cox, Wildlife Staff Specialist) responded to Vice Chairman Nick 
Young advising it could support one tag.  He advised supportive of 
separating Unit Group 012, Unit Group 014. 

• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna expressed there was hunter conflict at Elko 
(CABMW) County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife meeting as to 
whether there is pertinent reason to split Unit Group 068 into early and late 
season for hunt 8151. 

• (Mike Cox, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He explained reasonings for split season 
was avoidance of hunter conflict, high concentration of hunters at one 
location.  He stated his understanding of removal time from a hunt was 
drastic change. 

• Commissioner Casey Kiel asked for clarification on if nonresident hunt 
would be split. 

• (Mike Cox, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He advised no reason to split season for 
nonresidents. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia asked the question of what Department had 
planned for depopulation ewes in Unit Group 066. 

• (Mike Cox, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He stated that the Department planned 
to move clean ewes after testing on Santa Rose Range. 

• (Jim Cooney, representing Elko, (CCABMW) Clark County Advisory Board 
to Manage Wildlife): He stated he felt 068 tag for Hunt 8151, was a once in a 
lifetime tag and was not unnecessary. 

• Coby Rowe, representing Washoe (CABMW) County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife): He thanked the Commission for consideration to split Unit 
Group 012, Group 014 for Hunt 8151.  He added that his (CABMW) County 
Board to Manage Wildlife was in support of the addition of Unit Group 011, 
Group 013 to Hunt Group 8151. 

• (Worth Nelson, representing Lander, (CABMW) Clark County Advisory 
Board to Manage Wildlife): He reiterated the Unit Group 068 tag for Hunt 
8151 was a once in a lifetime tag and explained that the split resident would 
only have one month to hunt with that tag, while the nonresident would 
receive two months. 

• (Chrissy Pope, representing Nye, (CABMW) County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife): He was in support of the amendments for Hunt 3151 that 
was proposed. 

• (Mel Belding, member of the public): He explained he sought information on 
decisions to combine Unit Group 011, Unit Group 013 for Hunt 8151.  He 
advised that Washoe (CABMW) County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife 
discussed decrease with Bighorn Sheep population in Unit 014.   

• Vice Chairman Paul Young asked the question to request if season dates 
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could have expansion for Unit Group 068 early and late for Hunt 8151. 
• (Mike Cox, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He advised that expansion of the season 

dates for Unit 068 early and late was great compromise.  His 
recommendation for August 20 through September 30 for early hunt and 
October 1 through November 10 for late hunt. 

• Commissioner Eddie Booth questioned season and quota for equivalent 
nonresident tag. 

• (Mike Cox, Wildlife Staff): He stated that the set season was September 1 
through October 31 and proposed floor change to shorten nonresident season 
to September 1 through September 30. 

• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna felt amendments made were substantial and 
asked the question if substantial changes could be made next year. 

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia requested review of proposed floor change 
dates for Unit 066, Hunt 8172.   

• (Mike Cox, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He stated that the early 066 season 
would be September 1 through September 30.  He advised that 066 middle 
season should be from October 1 through October 31 and 066 late season 
would be November 1 through November 30.   

• (Mel Belding, member of the public): He read a note from a Biologist: 
“These are the best conditions I’ve had to fly sheep in the five years that I 
have been here, and it helped”.  He read the note to explain the point to show 
that sheep are by Nergo Creek, North Fork all the way to Shovel Springs at 
the south end of Buckhorn. 

• Commissioner Casey Kiel moved for approval for Commission Regulation 
25-07 Amendment 2, 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 Big Game Seasons as 
presented for Bighorn Sheep Hunt 3151, Hunt 3251, Hunt 3172, Hunt 3161, 
Hunt 8151, Hunt 8172 and Hunt 9151 with notation change that Unit Group 
164 removal from Hunt 3151 from original Commission Regulation 25-07 
language; Unit Group 012 and Group 014 to be separate Hunts under Hunt 
8151.  Unit Group 068 early dates for Hunt 8151 with extension to August 20 
through September 30; Unit Group 068 late dates for Hunt 8151 be extended 
to October 1, through November 10; and that the 2026-2027 season dates for 
Hunt 8251, Unit group 068 language from the original Commission 
Regulation 25-07 be updated to August 20 through September 30; Hunt 8172 
separated into three Hunts, Unit Group 066 Early from September 1 through 
September 30, Unit Group 066 middle from October 1 through October 31 
and Unit Group 66 Late from November 1 through November 30.   

• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 8-1 (Commissioner Wyatt Mesna dissented). 
• Commissioner Casey Kiel stated Elk Management Committee was 

supportive of amendments presented by (Cody Mckee, Wildlife Staff 
Specialist). 

• (Chrissy Pope, representing Nye, (CABMW) County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife): She advised that the CAB is in support of closing Unit 251 
for Hunt 4102 with excitement for new 161-164 early hunt for Hunt 4651. 

• Commissioner Casey Kiel moved to approve Commission Regulation 25-07 
Amendment #2, 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 Big Game Seasons as presented 
for Elk with notation change that 2026-2027 Season dates for Hunt 4651 
Unit Group 072, Unit Group 073, Unit Group 074, Early 104, 108B, 121, 
Early 111, 112 and Early 113, 114, 115 and 221, 222, 223, and 231 early to 
be updated to September 27 through October 4 from original Commission 
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Regulation 25-07 language; and that additional language be added to 
complete the sentence to superscript B for Hunt 4107. 

• Commission Regulation 26-01, 2027 Spring Turkey and 2026 
Application Deadlines-The Commission will consider adopting a regulation 
to set the 2027 spring turkey application deadlines and 2026 tag application 
deadlines and related information. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Division Administrator): He 
presented Commission Regulation 26-01, 2027 Spring Turkey and 2026 
Application Deadlines. 

• No Public Comments. 
• Vice Chairman Paul Young moved to approve Commission Regulation 26-

01, 2027 Spring Turkey and 2026 Application Deadlines, as presented. 
• Commissioner Shane Boren seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Commission Regulation 26-02, 2026 Tag Application Eligibility and Tag 

Limits- The Commission will consider adopting a regulation to set the 2026 
tag application eligibility, tag limits and related information. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Division Administrator): He 
presented Commission Regulation 26-02, 2026 Tag Application Eligibility 
and Tag Limits. 

• Commissioner Mario Walther asked questions about what the order of the 
draw would be. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Division Administrator): He 
stated draw order (mule deer first, pronghorn Horn Shorter than Ear is 
second, but if awarded mule deer tag ineligibility for Horns Shorter tags. 

• No Public Comments. 
• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia moved to approve Commission Regulation 

26-02, 2026 Tag Application Eligibility and Tag Limits as presented. 
• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna seconded the motion. 
• Motion passed 9-0. 
• Commission Regulation 26-03, 2026 Dream Tag Seasons and Quotas-The 

Commission will consider adopting regulations to set the 2026 dream tag 
species, seasons, and quota. 

• No Public Comments. 
• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Division Administrator): He 

presented Commission Regulation 26-03, 2026 Dream Tag Seasons and 
Quotas. 

• Commissioner Mario Walther moved to approve Commission Regulation 26-
03, 2026 Dream Tag Seasons and Quotas as presented. 

• Commissioner Casey Kiel seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Commission Regulation 26-04, 2027 Heritage Tag Seasons and Quotas-The 

Commission will consider adopting a regulation to set the 2027 Heritage Tag 
species, seasons, and quota. 

• No Public Comments. 
• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna moved to approve Commission Regulation 26-

04, 2027 Heritage Tag Seasons and Quotas as presented. 
• Commissioner Shane Boren seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Commission Regulation 26-05, 2026 Partnership in Wildlife Tag Seasons 
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and Quotas- The Commission will consider adopting a regulation to set the 
2026 partnership in wildlife tag species, seasons, and quota. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Division Administrator): He 
presented Commission Regulation 26-05, 2026 Partnership in Wildlife Tag 
Seasons and Quotas. 

• No Public Comments. 
• Vice Chairman Paul Young moved to approve Commission Regulation 26-

05, 2026 Partnership in Wildlife Tag Seasons and Quotas, as presented. 
• Commissioner Tommy Caviglia seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Commissioner Regulation 26-06, 2026 Big Game Silver State and 2027 

Wild Turkey Silver State Tag Seasons and Quotas-The Commissioner will 
consider adopting a regulation to set the 2026 Big Game Silver State Tag 
and 2027 Wild Turkey Silver State Tag species, seasons, and quotas.   

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Division Administrator): He 
presented Commission Regulation 26-06, 2026 Big Game Silver State and 
2027 Wild Turkey Silver State Tag Seasons and Quotas. 

• No Public Comments. 
• Commissioner Mario Walther moved to approve Commission Regulation 26-

06, 2026 Big Game Silver State and 2027 Wild Turkey Silver State Tag 
Seasons and Quotas as presented. 

• Commissioner Shane Boren seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• FYI- The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commission meeting recessed at 9:5 am. 
• FYI- The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commission meeting reconvened at 

10:05 am. 
• Commission Regulation 26-07, 2026 Black Bear Seasons- The 

Commission will consider adopting a regulation to set the 2026 hunting 
season dates, open management units, hunting hours, special regulations, 
animal sex, legal weapon requirements, hunt boundary restrictions, and 
dates and times for indoctrination courses for Black Bear. 

• (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He presented Commission Regulation 
26-07, 2026 Black Bear Seasons. 

• Commissioner Mario Walther asked questions if regulation referred to the 
on-X map layer. 

• (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He advised the courses the 
indoctrination courses the resources were provided. 

• (Matt Maples, Data and Technology Services Division Administrator): He 
stated information was available to public on (NDOW) Nevada Department 
of Wildlife website and Department GIS hub. 

• (Kathryn Bricker, member of the public): She stated more data needed on 
large unregulated use of hounds in bear hunting.  She cited the 2018 Nevada 
Wildlife Values Report with notation that 37 percent of licensed Nevada 
hunters and 13 percent of Nevadans overall supported use of hounds for bear 
hunting.  She explained a letter January 2021; Nevada Sporting Dog Alliance 
Reporting between 2011 and 2021, 71 percent successful bear hunters used 
dogs, increase 95 percent in previous three years as tag numbers doubled.  
She advised same letter showed 99 percent successful hunters using dogs 
while 148 bears aren’t harvested, averaging 1.5 bears passed per dog-assisted 
hunt, suggesting impacts beyond what mortality data reflected.  She gave 
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notation that during 2025 11 of 12 bears were hunted which were taken using 
dogs.  With only one hunt reported as guided leaving significant gaps in 
oversight and field data.  She stated a 2013 letter from large carnivore expert 
Dr. Rick Hopkins stated that all known studies showed dogs caused adverse 
effects on wildlife, which includes non-target species, through reduced 
reproduction, altered survival changes in distribution and decreased species 
diversity she closed by request of answer to basic questions about hound use, 
include number of dogs used, chase duration, dog ownership, health records. 

• (Fred Voltz, member of the public): He made comments verbatim: “Rubber 
stamping approval of the approach to oversight of the department’s work 
product concerning bears.  However, several key pieces of information have 
been left out which are necessary if an informed management decision is to 
be made.  In years past, the department offered widely fluctuating 
guesstimates of total bear populations.  It has never attempted to guesstimate 
the number of bears in each subject hunt unit, nor attempted to establish a 
killing quota in individual units, which is a customary process for big game 
hunts.  Why not here?  No management plan has ever been offered for 
Nevada’s bear population.  Why not?  Brian Nesvik and his (USFWS) U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Services staff claim the factor of poaching is included in 
any analysis of killing seasons for any subject species.  What is poaching 
factor used for Nevada bears since, we have not seen it highlighted, separated 
and publicly disclosed in over 15 years, in addition to known hunters-caused 
deaths and those killed by vehicles and government officials?  What are the 
projected mortality numbers from hunters who are poor shots, with the bears 
going off to die in the wilderness after being inaccurately hit?  What are the 
guesstimated mortality numbers from natural causes?  None of this 
information appears in the support materials disclosed to the public on the 
department’s website.  Answers to these questions are necessary before 
sensibly approving killing limits, quotas and seasons for bears”.   

• (Stephanie Meyers, member of the public): She stated: “I would like to 
second the other speakers this morning about the Black Bear Hunt”. 

• (Kathryn Bricker, member of the public): She has been following the Black 
Bear Hunt since it began in 2011.  She asks to gather more data on the use of 
hounds in the Black Bear Hunt and the possible effects on non-target species.  
She stated that (Fred Voltz, member of the public) asks for management plan 
and more data. Earlier this morning (Jana Wright, member of the public) 
asked some reasonable questions about the use of hounds in the Black Bear 
Hunt and suggested a (NDOW) Nevada Department of Wildlife presentation 
on the subject for those of us who do not participate in these hunts.  How are 
hounds trained?  How many dogs are used?  Do hound owners and trainers 
must attend the (NDOW) Nevada Department of Wildlife Black Bear 
indoctrination courses?  What’s included in these courses?  What kind of 
damage do the hounds do to the environment, the habitat?  To other resident 
wildlife?  I look forward to a Nevada Department of Wildlife presentation on 
the use of hounds, as would many others.  (Cathy Smith, member of the 
public) would understand about the medical effects of the use of hounds in 
the Black Bear Hunt since she is a medical doctor.  Bears become stressed 
when chased, as do other wildlife in that area.  It is made worse because the 
season dates come right before hibernation when, as you can imagine, bears 
are very heavy and loaded up on calories before the hibernation.  Has the 
Commission considered changing the season to slightly earlier in the fall to 
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account for these scientific realities?   
• Commissioner Mario Walther moved to approve Commission Regulation 26-

07, 2026 Black Bear Season as presented. 
• Vice Chairman Paul Young seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Commission Regulation 26-08, 2026-2027 Mountain Lion Season and 

Harvest Limits- The Commission will consider adopting a regulation to set 
the 2027 hunting season open units, harvest limits by unit group, hunting 
hours and special regulations for mountain lions. 

• (Joe Bennett, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He presented Commission 
Regulation 26-08, 2026-2027 Mountain Lion Season and Harvest Limits. 

• (Cathy Smith, member of the public): She explained that large carnivores 
(mountain lions) hold significant value to the public, noting high-cost 
wildlife tourism in places like Patagonia.  She gave reference to California 
having multi-year genetic census using scat detection dogs and DNA analysis 
to estimate 3,200 to 4,500 lions in contrast with Nevada’s claim of 3,400 
lions regardless of having (less water, lower prey densities, and more 
fragmented habitat).  She explained that Nevada depended on harvest-
dependent data and counted dead lions, with argument that elusive species 
can’t have accurate management using mortality as primary data source.  She 
stated that even though lions classified as game animals, they were managed 
as pests yearly with 24-hour season with allowance of hound pursuit and 
harvest at any time, diminishing their perceived value.  She advised trust of 
the public was essential to conservation with support not with all society in 
recreational killing of apex predators.  She stated if ending year-round 
persecution would reduce landscape of fear experienced by lions and contrast 
to Nevada approach with Patagonia.  She stated that protected pumas were 
more habituated with less stress and coexisted safely with humans despite 
higher densities. 

• (Will Stolzenberg, member of the public): He gave recommendation of 
change to mountain lion hunting regulations with shorting of the current 
yearly hunt.  He felt it would minimize collateral damage, especially with 
orphaning of kittens, juveniles and resulting human conflicts, giving better 
recognition of mountain lions as keystone species bolstering ecosystem 
diversity.  He explained that there was no scientific rationale for sport 
hunting mountain lions, citing research reflecting no benefit to deer herds or 
improvement of human or livestock safety but increased complaints and 
depredations.  He explained that spring and summer were not good times for 
hunting coincided with peak birthing and kitten dependency periods when 
orphaned young would possibly starve, get killed, or not be recorded.  He 
added killing adult males will prompt possibly younger males to take over 
territories, kill resident’s kittens, with increase to people and livestock.  He 
acknowledged concerns with fall and winter hunting, giving 
recommendations to limiting hunting to these seasons, in states (Washington, 
Colorado, Montana, Wyoming) have done this with specific proposed 
September 1 to March 31 season for Nevada.  He closed stating that 
management ungulates to maximize their numbers while minimizing lion 
populations causing ecological inconsistency that should give change to 
maintain credibility with the public and wildlife professionals. 

• (Fred Voltz, member of the public): He made the following comments 
verbatim: “As with bears, no information about guesstimated population 
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numbers by hunt unit appears in the support material released to the public 
for the proposed mountain lion hunt.  With over 100 hunt units proposed for 
mountain lions competing with human hunters for other coveted big game 
species, mountain lions are nocturnal and crepuscular, they do not hunt their 
prey during the daytime as your licensees usually do.  Why, then, does the 
proposed season reflect 365 days/24 hours a day/7 day a week year after 
year?  The chances of your licensees killing mountain lions during the 
daytime hours sit somewhere between remote and nonexistent.  From a fair 
chase standpoint, keeping in mind the precepts of the North American Model 
of Wildlife Management, which has been repeatedly claimed as a touchstone 
for your policymaking, don’t mountain lions deserve some respite from 
human hunters at night and during the dusk and dawn hours and reproductive 
seasons rather than constant pursuit?  It is worth noting the poaching factor 
does not appear anywhere in the support materials as an ingredient of the 
247-harvest limit, just as with bears and the other species killed human 
hunters.  Human hunter killing skills, even with guns, traps and other 
technology, are woefully inadequate when compared to mountain lions, the 
proposed policy has been tilted toward human hunters to the detriment of 
mountains lions, primarily to increase human hunter convenience, 
opportunity and especially success.  Avoiding and omitting inconvenient 
facts and biological truths does not lead to sound policymaking”. 

• (Stephanie Myers, member of the public): She made the following comments: 
“I would like to echo (Cathy Smith, member of the public) & (Fred Voltz, 
member of the public) comments- the perpetual season on Mountain Lions is 
unscientific and wrong.  (Will Stolzenburg, member of the public) who just 
testified, is a mountain lion expert, so his comments should be given a lot of 
credibility.  He has a Master of Science in Wildlife Sciences years as a 
wildlife journalist and published three books on predators and predation, 
including an excellent one on mountain lions.  (Will Stolzenburg, member of 
the public) is a sought-after speaker and writer.  (NDOW) Nevada 
Department of Wildlife would do well to speak with Will about mountain 
lions.  I’m sure he would be happy to be a resource for you, and following up 
by chatting with your friends and colleagues in Washington state about 
mountain lion seasons sure sounds like an outstanding idea.  The present 
season of every day of the year, every minute of every day, is much too long 
for so many reasons.  Thank you for your attention.  (Robyn Orloff, member 
of the public) asked whether written comments had been submitted on the 
agenda item and whether the commission would be willing to share whether 
any were received and the general tenor of those comments on both sides.  
She also asked, given the volume of public comment during the meeting, 
whether the Commission would be willing to engage in discussion and 
acknowledgement of those comments.  Citing (NRS) Nevada Revised Statute 
241.020 (3) (3), she noted that periods could be devoted to public comment 
and discussion of those comments and asked whether such discussion could 
occur as part of the commission’s deliberation and action, 

• Commission Mario Walther moved to approve Commission Regulation 26-
08, 2026-2027 Mountain Lion Season and Harvest Limits, as presented. 

• Commissioner Wyatt Mesna seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Commission Regulation 26-09, 2026-2027 Restricted Non-Resident Guided 

Mule Deer Seasons and Quotas- The Commission will consider adopting a 
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regulation to set the 2026-227 hunting season and quotas for restricted non-
resident guided mule deer including hunt boundary restrictions. 

• (Cody Schroeder, Wildlife Staff Specialist): He presented Commission 
Regulation 26-09, 2026-2027 Restricted Non-Resident Guided Mule Deer 
Seasons and Quotas. 

• (Joe Crim, representing Pershing (CABMW) County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife): He stated that his CAB felt that the Restricted Non-
Resident Guided Mule Deer program should be eliminated, and gave 
acknowledgment that this program was written into Nevada Revised Statue.  
He felt that low deer population lowered probability of an award of deer tag 
and non-residents should enter general draw and felt program subsidized 
guides. 

• Commissioner Mario Walthers moved to approve Commission Regulation 
26-09, 2026-2027 restricted non-resident guided Mule Deer Seasons and 
Quotas as presented. 

• Vice Chairman Paul Young seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 9-0. 
• Future Commission Meeting and Commission Committee Assignments- 

Secretary Jenne and Chairman Rogers (For possible action)- The next 
Commission meeting is scheduled for March 13 and March 14, 2026, in 
Boulder City.  The Commission will review and discuss potential agenda 
items for that meeting.  The Commission will review and discuss potential 
agenda items for that meeting.  The Commission may change the date, time, 
and meeting location at this time.  The Chairman may designate and adjust 
committee assignments and add or dissolve committees, as necessary at this 
time.  Any anticipated committee meetings that may occur prior to the next 
Commission meeting may be discussed. 

• FYI- Future agenda items include the Draft FY 2027 Predation Management 
plan, the 2026 waterfowl seasons and Limits, a report on the petition by Mr. 
Joe Krathwohl, Commission General Regulation 516, Revisions Related to 
Boating, Commission General Regulation 517, Range Scopes, Commission 
General Regulation 526, Thermal Equipment, Commission General 
Regulation 527, Salvage Permits, Commission General Regulation 529, 
Disability Permit Revisions, Commission General Regulation 531, Shed 
Antler Revisions, Commission Policy 1, 4, and 51, a new appeal, a new 
petition, various committee reports and a potential field tour. 

• Public Comment Period- Public Comment will be limited to three minutes.  
No action can be taken by the Commission at this time; any item requiring 
Commission action may be scheduled on a future Commission agenda.  
People making comment area sked to begin by stating their name for the 
record. 

• (Cathy Smith, member of the public): She congratulated the Commission for 
ousting Dave and eliminating discourse around predators.  She explained that 
this is what Commission wanted and if desired to do so, the meeting could be 
quicker unless there was a discussion around ungulates they hunted or cared 
about.  She explained she did not understand why these meetings were held 
when they were having backdoor discussions and ignoring opinion of the 
public.  She asked them to think about where the Commission was going by 
not giving the public respect for acknowledgement or discussing their 
comments. 

• (Stephanie Myers, member of the public): She advised the following: “I 
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would like to remind the Commission of one of the recommendations from 
The Relevancy Roadmap of 2019 from the Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies: Agency leaders and governing bodies… (such as yourselves)… 
need to demonstrate commitments to being more inclusive of diverse 
perspectives and interests in fish, wildlife, their habitats and outdoor 
recreation activities.  An agency’s public trust responsibility extends to all 
members of current and future generations.  Leaders must set the example 
and expectation that the agency will engage and serve broader 
constituencies.”   

• (Fred Voltz, member of the public): He stated the following: “Three subjects 
brought up initial public comment during yesterday’s session warrant 
additional comment.  Ms. Orloff accurately cited the need for public 
comment received by email and physical letters to the Commission to be 
appended to the meeting minutes.  This is standard practice at most state 
boards and commissions, as well as the legislature.  Their absence gives the 
impression that the Department and commission are fearful of interested 
Nevadans to see the overall level of support or opposition to any given 
agenda issue.  The Clark CAB representative unwittingly brought up a salient 
point concerning the number of predators killed in Commission-sponsored 
initiatives.  In subsequent comments by the predator biologist of his FY 2027 
draft killing plan, he indicated no numbers killed in previous projects, no 
objectives for the proposed projects, nor any costs expressed on a per dead 
animal basis.  How can any initiative be measured for efficacy if there are no 
goals, no tangible results, and no cost per dead body?  Lastly, while one of 
the killing contests proponents provided selective observations and facts 
about a recent contest at an undisclosed location, what happened to the killed 
animals?  Were they dumped as though they were trash, indicating wanton 
waste?  With two game wardens present, and the sparse number on duty 
across 110,000 square miles, one would expect they or the sponsors would 
have collected a body count of the victims?  Was this done?  What’s the 
number?  How (NDOW) Nevada Department of Wildlife sent its biologists 
to the hunt area to measure and study the biological impacts of creating an 
instant vacuum by indiscriminately removing a likely large number of one 
species?  Where is this science?  Where is the management?”  

• (Robyn Orloff, members of the public): She requested that the Department 
make all public comments received by the Commission available for 
transparency. 

• FYI- The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners meeting adjourned 
at 10:42 a.m. 

- 
 

VIII. General Business/Action Items: 
Discuss & make recommendations regarding the following Action Items from the Board of 
Wildlife Commissioners Friday, March 13, 2026 & Saturday, March 14, 2026, meeting Agenda, 
as well as additional items brought forth to the Clark County Advisory Board to Manage 
Wildlife from the public for discussion. The Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife’s 
agenda & support materials are available upon request, please call Darlene Kretunski at (702) 455-
1402 or you may send email directly to Darlene Kretunski: 
Darlene.kretunski@ClarkCountyNV.gov.The final Commission Agenda & support materials can be 
found at: http://www.ndow.org/Public_Meeting/Commission/Agenda/ 

mailto:Darlene.kretunski@ClarkCountyNV.gov
http://www.ndow.org/Public_Meeting/Commission/Agenda/
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A.  Draft Fiscal Year 2027 Predation Management Plan (For possible action). The Clark 
County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife will review, discuss and make recommendations 
to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about the second draft of the fiscal year 
2027 Predation Management Plan. Comments from the January 2026 meeting are included. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Board Member Dan Talaga advised a motion to approve Draft Fiscal Year 2027 Predation 

Management as presented. 
• Chair Paul Dixon seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 
B. Commission Regulation 26-10, Migratory Game Bird Seasons, Bag Limits, and 

Special Regulations for Waterfowl and Webless Migratory Game Birds; Public 
Hunting Limited on Wildlife Management Areas and Designated State Lands-
2026-2027 Season (For possible action). The Clark County Advisory Board to 
Manage Wildlife will review, discuss, and make recommendations to the Nevada 
Board of Wildlife Commissioners about recommendations for seasons, bag limits, 
and special regulations for migratory game birds for the 2026-2027 season and adopt 
regulations consistent with the proposed regulation framework for the 2026-2027 
hunting seasons on certain migratory game birds established by the U.S Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The Commission will also consider rules regulating public hunting 
on Wildlife Management Areas and designated state lands. 

• Chair Paul Dixon introduced this topic. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised a motion to approve Commission 

Regulation 26-10, Migratory Game Bird Seasons, Bag Limits, and 
Special Regulations for Waterfowl and Webless Migratory Game Birds; 
Public Hunting Limited on Wildlife Management Areas and Designed 
State Lands-2026-2027 Season as presented. 

• Chair Paul Dixon seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 
 

C. Commission General Regulation 516- Boating Equipment and Operation 
Revisions (For possible action). The Clark County Advisory Board to Manage 
Wildlife will review, discuss, and make recommendations to the Nevada Board of 
Wildlife Commissioners about regulation language amending (NAC) Nevada 
Administrative Code that is mandated by the United States Coast Huard on the 
requirements of fire extinguishers and clean up language for operating at a flat wake. 

• Chair Paul Dixon introduced this topic. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised a motion to approve Commission 

General Regulation 516-Boating Equipment and Operation Revisions 
as presented. 

• Board Member Annoula Wylderich seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 
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D. Commission General Regulation 517- Automatic Range Finding Scopes (For possible 
action). The Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife will review, discuss, and 
make recommendations to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about regulation 
language amending (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code that would prohibit the use of 
range finding scopes that automatically adjusts the sight reticle or aiming point while 
hunting certain species with a firearm, bow, or crossbow. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert read the following: PURPOSE: The Commission 

will do a workshop draft amendment to (NAC) Nevada Administrative 
Code 503.145.  The proposed amendment prohibits any person from 
hunting any game mammal, big game mammal or game bird with any 
firearm, bow or crossbow which is equipped with an electronic sight 
designed to automatically adjust the reticle or aiming point within the 
scope.   

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert read the following: SUMMARY: The proposed 
amendments to (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code 503.145 add section 
2 (b) which will prohibit any person from hunting any game mammal, big 
game mammal or game bird with any firearm, bow, or crossbow that is 
equipped with an electronic sight which has been designed to receive data 
from any internal or external source that aids in an automatic adjustment 
of the sight reticle or aiming point.  Section 3 of this regulation is added 
to define a sight as any device attached to a firearm bow or crossbow 
which may be used to assist in precise visual alignment of the weapon.  
The definition includes both magnified and non-magnified sighting 
systems or scopes. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised a motion to approve Commission 
General Regulation 517-Automatic Range Finding Scopes as presented. 

• Board Member Dave Talaga seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 

 
E. Commission General Regulation 526- Thermal Imaging Equipment (For possible 

action). The Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife will review, discuss, and 
make recommendations to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about language 
regulation amending Nevada 5 (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code that would amend 
dates and set location or possession restrictions when the use of thermal imaging 
equipment is unlawful. 

• Chair Paul Dixon introduced this topic. 
• Chair Paul Dixon advised a motion for approval of Commission General 

Regulation 526- Thermal Imaging Equipment as presented with notation 
that the (CCABMW) CAB does not support without justification of these 
changes being solely for Lincoln County. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 
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F. Commission General Regulation 529- Disability Permit Program Revisions (For 
possible action). The Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife will review, 
discuss, and make recommendations to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners 
about language amending regulation (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code that would 
update business rules and requirements related to the archery, visual and special 
assistance disability permits. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised motion to approve Commission 

General Regulation 529-Disability Permit Program Revisions as 
presented with further discussion from sportsmen and general public 
on these limitations. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 5-1  

 
 

G. Commission General Regulation 530- Master Guides (For possible action). The Clark 
County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife Board will review, discuss, and make 
recommendations to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about regulation language 
amending (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code that creates consistent guidelines for the 
Department to follow to deny, revoke or suspend a guides license for specified convictions, 
unethical conduct, or regulatory violations, and to establish clear penalty tiers based on offense 
type and demerit values. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert reiterated that Chair Paul Dixon advised 

that on Agenda Item (G) Commission General Regulation 530-
Master Guides that this action item was removed from the 
Commission meeting therefore even though the CAB in 
tonight’s meeting has the supporting material; this item should 
be tabled and left in abeyance.  He stated that if the CAB would 
like to make recommendations, they may but unfortunately 
whatever recommendations that are made from the CAB will be 
given to the Commission but will not be considered by the 
Commission. 

• Chair Paul Dixon seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 
 

H. Commission General Regulation 531 Shed Antler Revisions (For possible action). The 
Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife Board will review, discuss, and make 
recommendations to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about regulation language 
amending (NAC) Nevada Administrative Code that creates different seasons for shed antler 
collection, adding certain private lands and definitions. 
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• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Board Member Annoula Wylderich advised motion to approve Commission 

General Regulation 531 Shed Antler Revisions as presented. 
• Board Member John Hiatt seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 

 

 
I. Elk Management Committee Report and Recommendations (For possible action). The 

Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife Board will review, discuss, and make 
recommendations to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about recommended 
adjustments to annual elk population objectives as outlined in Addendum 2 to the Elk Species 
Management Plan- Adaptive Population Objectives and as discussed at the Elk Management 
Committee meeting. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised that this action item should be tabled due to 

rationale that Chair Paul Dixon stated that the supporting material was not 
received timely and there is not enough supporting material to make a 
recommendation therefore this item should be tabled. 

• Chair Paul Dixon seconded this motion. 
• Chair Paul Dixon advised that this item is hereby tabled. 

 

 

 
J. Commission Policy 1- General Guidelines for the Commission (For possible action). The 

Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife Board will review, discuss, and make 
recommendations to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about a first reading of 
Commission Policy 1. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised placing all action items listed together for one 

recommendation: Action Items (J) Commission Policy 1- General Guidelines for the 
Commission & (K) Commission Policy 4- Petition Process and Adoption of 
Regulations & (L) Commission Policy 51-Kirch Award. 

• Chair Paul Dixon advised motion for approval of all these action items as presented. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 

 
K. Commission Policy 4- Petition Process and Adoption of Regulations (For possible action). 

The Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife Board will review, discuss, and make 
recommendations to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about a first reading of 
Commission Policy 4. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert introduced this topic. 
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• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised placing all action items listed together 
for one recommendation: Action Items (J) Commission Policy 1- 
General Guidelines for the Commission & (K) Commission Policy 4- 
Petition Process and Adoption of Regulations & (L) Commission Policy 
51-Kirch Award. 

• Chair Paul Dixon advised motion for approval of all these action items 
as presented. 

• Dan Gilbert seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 
 
 
 

L. Commission Policy 51- Kirch Award (For possible action). The Clark County Advisory 
Board to Manage Wildlife Board will review, discuss, and make recommendations to the 
Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners about a first reading of Commission Policy 51. 

• Chair Paul Dixon introduced this topic. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised placing all items listed together for one 

recommendation: Action Item (J) Commission Policy 1-General Guidelines for 
the Commission & (K) Commission Policy 4- Petition Process and Adoption of 
Regulations & (L) Commission Policy 51-Kirch Award. 

• Chair Paul Dixon advised a motion for approval of all these action items as 
presented. 

• Dan Gilbert seconded the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

 
IX. Comments by the General Public- This is a period devoted to comments by the members of the 

public not on this agenda. No discussion, action, or votes may be taken on this agenda item. 
The Chair, at his discretion, may agendize actionable items on future agenda. Comments will be 
limited to three (3) minutes. If any member of the Clark County Advisory Board to Manage 
Wildlife wishes to extend the length of the presentation, this will be done by the Chair or the 
Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife by majority vote. 

• Chair Paul Dixon introduced this topic. 
• (Mike Reese representing Lincoln County (CABMW) County Advisory Board to 

Manage Wildlife): He advised that he will be introducing a constitutional 
amendment this legislative session, to amend Nevada’s constitution to make it a 
right to hunt, trap and fish.  He stated it passed the legislature in 2015 with 76 
percent approval with 48 to 15 approvals with the exact same bill no name 
changes.  He stated that to amend constitution and place it on the ballot it must pass 
twice. He reiterated his desire for it to pass twice and get this on the ballot and let 
the members of the public vote on it rather than having legislature solely have the 
vote. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert wished Mike Reese good luck in this process. 
• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert advised this item was hereby closed. 
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X. Authorize the Chairman to prepare and submit any recommendations from today’s 
meeting to the Wildlife Commission for its consideration at its Friday, March 13, 2026 & 
Saturday, March 14, 2026, meeting in Boulder City, Nevada. 

• Chair Paul Dixon introduced this topic. 
• Paul Dixon advised a motion to authorize himself to prepare and submit any 

recommendations from today’s meeting to the Wildlife Commission meeting for 
consideration. 

• Vice Chair Dan Gilbert seconds the motion. 
• Motion passes 6-0. 

XI. The next Clark County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife board meeting will be scheduled 
for May 5, 2026, in the Clark County Government Center (Pueblo Room) 500 S. Grand 
Central Parkway, Las Vegas, NV. The meeting will be in support of the Commission 
meeting on Friday, May 8, 2026 & Saturday, May 9, 2026, meeting in Reno, Nevada. 

 
 

XII. Adjournment. 
 

 

 
(POSTING) 

The agenda for this meeting was legally noticed and posted at the following 
locations: 

• Nevada Department of Wildlife: 3373 Pepper Lane, Las Vegas, NV 89120 
• Clark County Government Center: 500 Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, 

NV89108 
• City of  Henderson City Clerk: 240 S. Water Street, 

Henderson, NV89015 
• Laughlin Regional Government Center: 101 Civic Way, Laughlin, 

NV89028 
• Moapa Valley Community Center: 320 North Moapa Valley Road, 

Overton, NV89040 
• Mesquite City Hall: 10 East Mesquite Boulevard, Mesquite, NV 89027 
• Boulder City: Boulder City Hall, 401 California Avenue, Boulder City, 

NV89005 
ONLINE: 
:https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/depart 
ments/environment_and_s ustainabil 
ity/advisory_board_to_manage_wildlife.php 
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