






































Department of Air Quality
Informational Session to the

Clark County Air Pollution 
Control Hearing Board

Thursday June 14, 2018



Public Notice Procedures for 
Permitting Actions

Thursday June 14, 2018



Public Participation Requirements for 
Minor Stationary Source Actions

Detailed in AQR Section 12.1 [Approved by the BCC on 3-18-
2014]

 When is Public Notice Required for Minor Source Permitting 
Actions? [AQR 12.1.3.(a)(1)]
For a new source with potential emissions that exceeds certain 

amounts (E.g.- 50 tons/year of CO or 15 tons/year of PM10)
For a new source Located within 1,000 ft of  a school, hospital or 

residential area;
For a significant permit revision  with a significant increase in 

potential emissions



Public Participation Requirements for 
Major Stationary Sources

Detailed in AQR Sections 12.2,12.3,12.4 & 12.5 – [Approved by 
the BCC on 3-18-2014]

 For Major Source Operating Permits [AQR 12.5.2.17]:

 The Control Officer shall provide for public notice, comment, and an 
opportunity for a hearing on: 
 Initial permit Issuance, significant revisions, reopenings for cause, and renewals

 For Major Source Authority to Construct (ATC) Permits:
 Notice is Required for all ATC permits issued under AQR 12.2, 12.3 & 12.4

[ AQRs 12.2.16.1(c) & 2, 12.3.8, 12.4.3.2(a)(3)]



Public Notice Process

The Control Officer shall publish the Notice:
In a newspaper of general circulation; and 
On the Department’s website (for 30 days)

The Control Officer shall also send the Notice to 
the applicant and to officials/agencies having 
jurisdiction of the source location



Public Notice Process
The Notice shall contain:

Application details, location of the relevant 
documents, type and quantity of emissions, 
contact information to obtain information, Control 
Officer’s determination of approval, opportunity for 
comment and hearing etc.

30 Days to submit written comments 
 Any person may petition the Control Officer for a 

hearing during the comment period
 The Control Officer may hold a hearing between 30-

70 days after the Notice



EPA Changes Public Notice Provisions
In October 2016, EPA Revised the Public Notice 
Provisions for Clean Air Act Permitting Programs [81 FR 
71613]:

 The final rule removed the mandatory requirement to 
publish public notices in newspapers for permitting 
actions

Allowed e-notice (on the website) as an option with e-
access to the permit during comment period

Allowed state and local air agencies to revise their rules 
to reflect the change

Air Quality is currently in the process of revising the minor 
source rule (AQR 12.1) with this change 



Proposal to Enhance Public 
Participation

Air Quality will develop and implement a ‘LIST SERV’ 
feature that include:

 A website feature that allows interested persons 
to sign-up for various notifications and alerts 
issued by Air Quality

Ability to choose from different categories 
Will maintain separate email lists for each 

categories



Proposal to Enhance Public 
Participation

Once signed-up, individuals will receive email notifications  
on:

 Public notices on permitting actions, 
Air Quality advisories and alerts, 
Construction notices, 
Reminders on regulatory deadlines, and 
Workshops and training opportunities

Implementation by January 2019.
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Planning  

Criteria Pollutants 
o Carbon Monoxide (CO) - attainment/maintenance 
o Ozone (O3)  

• 1997 Ozone NAAQS is maintenance 
• EPA had vacated this NAAQS based on the lower 2008 standard. 

However, the courts reversed the EPA action for areas still in 
maintenance. 

• This resulted in a complete and immediate stoppage of federal funds 
to new RTP/TIP updates in areas with road projects that exceeded 
the motor vehicle emissions (MVE) budgets for conformity. Las 
Vegas and the RTC is one of these areas. 

• We are currently remodeling the MVE budgets and assuming we 
can get a useful result will be completing a SIP process for the MVE 
budget in October 2018. 

• EPA has petitioned the courts to reconsider the conformity element 
to allow a grace period. 

• EPA is also working on a guidance related to the court decision  
•  2008 NAAQS is attainment  
• 2015 NAAQS is non-attainment only for Las Vegas Valley based on 

2015, 2016, & 2017 data 
o PM10  - attainment/maintenance 
o PM2.5 – attainment 
o Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) – attainment 
o Sulfur dioxide (SO2) – attainment 
o Lead (Pb) - attainment 

 
Monitoring 

• Implemented 2018 Annual Monitoring Network Plan 
o Stations located in neighbourhoods to assess exposure levels to the general 

population. 
o Three new sites are scheduled to open by the end of the year. The new sites will 

be located in the SW, SE, and NE portions of the valley. 
o Network also characterizes pollution transported into Clark County and 

background levels natural to Clark County. 
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Stationary Source Permits 

• 235 permits issued (Jan – June) 
• 224 permits issued on time (95%) 
• 1066 active operating permits 
• 93% completed action items from LEAN Sigma Six (2016) – 6 remaining out of 91 
• New processes include (highlights): 

o Online permitting application and emissions tool for mineral processing 
operations and engines  

o New application worksheets – PDF fillable, more complete information, and 
instructions (about 75% complete) 

o New permit formats – more user friendly format focusing on customer needs 
o New policy to meet face-to-face with new permit holders before issuance 
o New policy to work more closely with Compliance to catch permit issues 
o New process to screen applications before accepting – save time and improve 

efficiency for staff and customers 
 

Dust Permits and Vacant Land 
• Issued 1,179 dust permits from January 2018 through May 2018; averaged 7.2 days to 

issue a dust permit 
• Conducted 1,997 inspections from January 2018 through May 2018 

 
Compliance & Enforcement 

• Conducted 181 stationary source inspections from January 2018 through May  
• Responded to 411 complaints from January 2018 through May 2018 
• Issued 16 construction Notices of Violation (NOVs) 
• Issued 2 vacant land NOVs 
• Issued 19 stationary source NOVs (including  3 for nuisance odors) 
• Issued 7 asbestos NOVs 
• Assessed $1,166,400 in penalties from January 2018 through 6/8/2018  

o $931,700 has not yet been adjudicated 
 
Small Business Assistance Program 
 

• Responded to 892 requests for assistance; 628 for permitting assistance and 265 for 
compliance assistance for the past six months; on track with request for 2017. 

• Revised and updated the program Frequently Asked Questions page on the Small 
Business Assistance Website. 

• Continuing to proactively contact stationary source permittees nearing the time for 
renewing their permits to offer assistance with their permit renewal. 
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• SBAP worked with the Permitting Division to send links to the SBAP webpages to all 
sources with new or revised permits to access forms and daily inspection recordkeeping 
sheets. 

• Began translating and distributing brochures and fliers for stationary source permittees in 
Spanish and in Korean languages. 

• Organized and implemented centralized training for major chains of gasoline dispensing 
facilities. 

• Continuing to attend Hearing Officer Meetings to offer compliance assistance to 
stationary source permittees that continue to have compliance related issue to bring them 
into compliance with the air quality regulations. 

• SBAP personnel are visiting non-permitted sources that are subject to federal regulations 
to offer assistance to remind them to maintain appropriate records. 

• SBAP has initiated working with compliance staff to be trained about asbestos abatement 
to be able to better assist small businesses.  

• SBAP personnel are accompanying compliance inspectors, as time allows, to become 
more aware of issues and more capable to assist small businesses. 
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